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Northern Waterthrush (Se/urus noveboracensis), Isles of Scilly, Septen 


ber-October 1958 (pages 513-518). This small, plump and pipit-like American 


warbler, olive-brown above and yellowish streaked with brown below, fed on 
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Northern Waterthrush in the Isles of Scilly: 
a bird new to Great Britain and Ireland* 
By G. J. Harris, J. L. F. Parslow and R. E. Scott 


St. Agnes Bird Observatory 


(Plate $9) 


ON THE MORNING of 30th September 1958, G.J.H. and R.E.S. 
discovered at Covean, on the eastern side of St. Agnes, Isles of Scilly, 
a small ground-feeding bird which they identified as a Northern Water- 
thrush (Sezurus noveboracensis). A single-panelled mist-net was erected 


on the shore and the bird caught with little effort. After examination 
at the observatory it was photographed in colour and then returned to 
Covean and released. It remained there until 12th October and during 
its stay was seen by several other observers including J.L.F.P., R. E. 
Emmett, B. S. Milne, P. Z. Mackenzie and R. Symons. This is the 
first record of the species in Great Britain and Ireland; though it has 
occurred in Europe once before, a female having been trapped on 
Ushant, France, on 17th September 1955 (Etchécopar 1955, Mayaud 
1956). 

In the field the first impression was of a small, plump, pipit-like 
bird, dark olive-brown above with a well-marked yellowish-buff 
superciliary stripe and yellowish below with heavy, dark brown streaks. 
In size it was noticeably smaller than Rock Pipits (Amthus spinoletta) 
near-by and its plump appearance was very marked, more so than in 
the illustration in Peterson (1947). For most of its stay it tended to 
frequent one corner of a small cove, where rotting seaweed had been 
piled up at the foot of a tamarisk hedge, but latterly, when the weed 
had been washed away by high tides, it sometimes resorted to adjacent 
bulb fields where more seaweed had been spread in readiness for 
ploughing in as a fertiliser. On the shore it found an abundant food 


has not been possible to publish the full details of this occurrence 
until now, owing to the work involved in assembling the data.—Ebs. 
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supply in the larvae and flies in and around the seaweed. Here it 
fed rather in the manner of a Pied Wagtail (Mosaci//a alba) with frequent 
runs, hops and leaps into the air to catch flies, and also regularly bobbed 
its tail after the fashion of a Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleucos). In 
the hand, after it had been extracted from the mist-net, it seemed a 
much smaller bird than field observations suggested and this was 
confirmed by measurement. A small snail which was removed from 
its flank feathers was identified by S. P. Dance at the British Museum 
(Natural History) as Vitrina pellucida. This snail has a wide distribu- 
tion on both sides of the Atlantic and specimens have been found 
attached to birds on several occasions (Williamson ef a/. 1959). 


DESCRIPTION 
Plumage 


The whole of the bird’s upper-parts were dark olive-brown, except 
that the lesser wing-coverts were only shaded with olive and the two 
longest scapulars were lightly tipped with buff. The chief feature of 
the head was the yellowish-cream superciliary stripe which was straight 
and extended back about 25 mm. from the nostril; it did not cross 
over the base of the bill. A dark olive-brown stripe passed through 
the eye. The ground colour of the under-parts was whitish, heavily 
suffused with yellowish-buff. The throat was lightly speckled with 


olive-brown, these spots continuing down the breast and flanks as very 
heavy streaking; the belly and vent lacked markings. The basal 
three-quarters of the under tail-coverts were olive-brown, the tips 
being white; these coverts extended to within 6 mm. of the tip of the 
tail. 


Soft parts 

Bill straight and even; upper mandible and tip of lower a very dark 
horn colour, remainder of lower mandible pearl-pink; gape flesh- 
pink. Feet and legs dirty flesh-pink; hind claw strongly curved. 
Eyes dark brown. 


Wing-formula and measurements 


Third and 4th primaries equal and longest, both emarginated on outer 
web; 2nd shorter by 1 mm.; sth, 6th and 7th shorter by 2.5, 7 and 
10.§ mm. respectively; 1st primary minute, 8 mm. shorter than longest 
primary covert. The following measurements were taken: 
Wing (chord) 75 mm. Bill (from skull 16.5 mm. 
Tail ¢. §§ mm. Bill (from feathers 11.§ mm. 
Tarsus 19.§ mm, Hind claw 6 mm, 


Total length approximately 54 inches 
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NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH IN SCILLY 


Age and sex 

The bird showed no white tipping to the inner webs of the outer two 
to four retrices. Lack of this tipping is considered by Eaton (1957) 
to be characteristic of birds in first-winter plumage. The sexes are 
alike at all times of the year. In size, females tend to average smaller 
than males but there is a considerable overlap, within which the 
measurements of the St. Agnes bird fall. The question of subspecific 
identification is discussed below. 


THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SPECIES 

The Northern Waterthrush is a common and characteristic nesting 
bird near lakes, rivers and other waters in the northern part of the 
New World. Its breeding range spans the whole of Canada, Alaska 
and Newfoundland, and includes the north-eastern United States. In 
autumn it migrates through the United States, the main passage on the 
Atlantic coast being in August, and birds winter from Florida south 
to the tropics (Bent 1953). 

Four subspecies have been described. By virtue of its yellowish 
superciliary stripe and under-parts, it seems probable that the St. 
Agnes bird belonged to either the nominate race, which occupies most 
of the eastern part of the breeding range, or the race w/iginosus which 
nests in Newfoundland (Burleigh and Peters 1938). However, in a 
recent detailed study of the races of the Northern Waterthrush, Eaton 
(Joc. cit.) considers the species to be monotypic in view of its clinal and 
rather slight geographical variation, and the taxonomic position of the 
St. Agnes individual is therefore probably unimportant. 


WEATHER CONDITIONS 

On St. Agnes the wind had been westerly and strong for some days 
preceding the bird’s arrival. Virtually no migration was recorded 
and, apart from the Waterthrush, the only fresh arrivals on 30th 
September were two Lapland Buntings (Cascarius lapponicus). The 
chief feature of the Atlantic synoptic charts at this time was a deep 
depression which moved slowly eastwards from Labrador to Ireland, 
giving rise to the westerly winds which were especially strong in the 
30 hours before the bird’s arrival. Fig. 1 shows the track of the centre 
of the depression as a continuous line; the dotted line is the trajectory 
of the air at sea-/evel which reached Scilly at og00 hours on 30th 
September (and which, incidentally, would have been the bird’s track 
had it been transported passively down-wind). This trajectory clearly 
shows that the existing weather conditions gave the bird considerable 
assistance if it did fly the Atlantic unaided. Beyond this, however, 


it is impossible to reach any firm conclusions regarding the bird’s 
crossing. 
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NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH IN SCILLY 


Baird e¢ al. (1959) have shown that during the autumn of 1958 
Northern Waterthrushes were more numerous on the eastern sea-board 
of the United States than in the previous year, but that, in common 
with other migrants, they were scarce or absent during 26th-28th 
September when the whole coast was under the influence of a cloud 
belt and high winds associated with the hurricane “Helene”. Drift 
from the United States coast in this period seems to have been im- 
probable, and in the unlikely event of the bird making the crossing 
in less than 30 hours or more than four days—necessary if it left 
later than the evening of the 28th, or earlier than the 26th—we must 
assume that it started its journey further north, perhaps from New- 


foundland. Ship-assisted passage cannot be ruled out. Indeed, if 


the bird did leave the United States coast before the 26th it must have 
boarded, and found sufficient food on, an eastward-bound ship to 
have survived. In this respect it is perhaps not without interest to 
mention that liners from both New York and Montreal passed St. 
Agnes the night before the bird was found. 


FIELD-CHARACTERISTICS 
The Northern Waterthrush is distinctive in appearance and cannot be 
confused with any European bird. Confusion may, however, be 
possible with another New World species, the Louisiana Waterthrush 
(S. motacilla), which has not been recorded in Europe, and which has 
more whitish under-parts and eye-stripe and an unspotted throat 
(see Hollom 1960). Although actually one of the American warblers 
(Parulidae), the Northern Waterthrush bears a superficial resemblance 
to a diminutive Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos), while its general 
behaviour, coloration and size recall a pipit (Anshus spp.). In fact, 
both Rock Pipits on the shore and Robins (Erithacus rubecula) in the 
fields showed aggressive behaviour towards the St. Agnes bird. At 
all times this individual was extremely tame, frequently approaching 
to within five or six feet of sitting observers and enabling photographs 
to be taken down to this range (plate 59). When alarmed it normally 
flew into the lower part of a dense tamarisk hedge, but otherwise it 
was seen only on the ground or in the air, when its flight was straight 
and direct. The uniformly dark upper-parts appeared almost blackish 
in flight. The heavily striped under-parts, especially the flanks, and 
the striking eye-stripe were noticeable features on the ground, and 
the regular bobbing action of the tail quite characteristic. A call-note, 
frequently uttered, particularly in flight, was a loud explosive spik, 
with some resemblance to that of a Grey Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea). 
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Studies of less familiar birds 


108. Little Crake 
By Kurt Bauer 


Photographs by Otto Koenig and Ilse Makatsch 
(Plates 60-63) 


THE IDENTIFICATION OF CRAKES has caused trouble ever since 
ornithologists turned their attention to live birds. In fact there is 
possibly no other group, at least in Europe, whose numbers and dis- 
tribution are shrouded in such uncertainty. Therefore, when the 
editors obtained some photographs of the Little Crake (Porzana parva), 
they looked for somebody who might have something new to say 
about this bird and its troublesome relative, Baillon’s Crake (P. pusilla). 
They remembered that Neusiedler See, between Austria and Hungary, 
is one of the few places where both are known to have bred and, 
because I spent some seven years watching and ringing birds there, 
they thought I was the expert needed. Unfortunately, my knowledge 
is considerably less than they had hoped, because of the enormous 
difficulty of getting to grips with these birds, but the notes which 
follow may have something to add to the account in The Handbook. 

Living as I did in a “‘lake-dwelling” (now burnt down) amidst che 
enormous reed-beds of Neusiedler See, I certainly had unequalled 
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opportunity of studying Little Crakes. There this species is one of 
the commonest rails, normally second only to the Coot (Fwlica atra), 
though in some years the Water Rail (Ra//us aquaticus) outnumbers it 
as well. On the other hand, the assumption that Baillon’s Crake breeds 
or has bred there is based on very meagre evidence. Apart from a 
few old specimens obtained outside the breeding season, it did in fact 
until recently rest solely on some observations made there in 1936 by 
Otto Koenig, then a hopeful youngster. These observations were 
later published in a booklet (Koenig 1943) which seems still to be one 
of the few major contributions to our knowledge of the life history of 
European rails, though unfortunately, because it was published in a 
non-ornithological and only locally distributed series, it has remained 
almost unknown to this day. In this booklet Koenig published the 
results of his ecological and ethological studies and also a series of 
photographs which included some of the birds he had identified as 
Baillon’s Crakes. But, as Mr. Koenig has now known for years, these 
photographs (some of which are reproduced here as plates 61 and 62a) 
show clearly that the birds were not Baillon’s, but juvenile Little 
Crakes! Subsequent attempts to find Baillon’s Crakes at Neusiedler 
See have had very little success. Odd individuals have been seen on a 
few occasions between July and September (Bauer, Freundl and 
Lugitsch 1955), but there was no suggestion of breeding until, on 17th 
September 1955, my colleague T. Samwald trapped a very young bird 
which still had some down on it and whose remiges were only partially 
developed; this juvenile had clearly been bred locally (Bauer 1957). 
Here the case still rests. We went on searching for Baillon’s Crake, 
but though we trapped some hundred Little Crakes and Spotted Crakes 
(P. porzana) we could not get any further proof of its existence. 

It will be clear from the above that I cannot boast any intimate know- 
ledge of Baillon’s Crake and the account which follows is primarily 
concerned with Little Crake alone. However, owing to the problems 
surrounding the identification of the two species, it may not be totally 
useless to include something of what I have learnt about Baillon’s 
Crake from our own few observations, from the study of skins and 
from Continental published sources. 

The habitat descriptions given in The Handbook need little comment, 
but it should be stressed that both the Little and Baillon’s Crakes are 
decidedly more aquatic than the Spotted Crake. Whereas the last 
keeps to the drier, admittedly waterlogged but normally not actually 
flooded outer margins of the swamps, both the smaller species prefer 
the inner flooded parts. If we think in terms of an ecological section 
from wet meadow to open water, with such habitat indicators as 
Corncrake (Crex crex)—Water Rail—Coot, the Spotted Crake should 
be inserted between the first two and the Little Crake between the 
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second and third (though considerably overlapping the zonal ranges 
of both these species, of course). As does The Handbook, several 
German observers have recorded a preference on the part of the Little 
Crake for stands of mixed vegetation dominated by Cladium or Carex 
(sedge), Typha (reed-mace), Sparganium and others; some have even 
stated that pure Phragmites (reed) is avoided. This may sometimes be 
true, but it certainly does not hold good everywhere. At Neusiedler 
See, for instance, the Little Crake is one of the commoner birds of the 
immense stands of Phragmites communis concentrated round the borders 
of the open water. Plate 60a, in fact, shows a typical Neusiedler See 
nest in these dense and tall reeds, while plate 62a illustrates another habitat 
in the same locality, a thick jungle of Typha /atifolia. By way of con- 
trast and to demonstrate the variation, plates 6ob and 63a show much 
less closed vegetation at a breeding site in Lausitz, Germany. The 
various plates make it clear how the Little Crake is equally at home 
running over mud, wading in shallow water, pushing through vegeta- 
tion or balancing along stems of reed or reed-mace (see especially 
plate 62a); it also swims and dives readily. 

From all the available evidence the habitat of Baillon’s Crake seems 
very similar to that of the Little, though many reports point to a 
preference for finer, lower and denser vegetation: the most typical 
places seem to be areas of flooded sedge intermingled with reed-mace. 
This small difference, however, holds true only for the breeding season. 
At Neusiedler See even the clear-cut separation between the Spotted 
Crake and the Little Crake is largely lost in late summer: their zonal 
ranges then broadly overlap (possibly as a result of the marked lowering 
of the water-table which occurs regularly at this season) and, if in 
spring it might have been difficult to locate a spot from which both 
could be heard “singing”, they may now be seen side by side. 

The following pieces of information are worth adding to the 
biological data in The Handbook. In central Europe the Little Crake 
does not arrive until April, even then rarely before the middle of the 
month, and all the first ones to appear are males; from such records as 
are available Baillon’s Crake seems to come at about the same time. 
Most Little Crakes leave in August and September, with only stragglers 
in October. The territorial “‘song” of the Little Crake is heard from 
about mid-May (rarely earlier) to the end of June (or early July) and 
full clutches are found from the first ten days of May to the first ten 
days of July. There appear to be second broods quite regularly, but 
exact proof of this is difficult to obtain. In addition, according to 
Koenig’s observations, the nest is built solely by the male (!); incuba- 
tion starts with the second egg and lasts 21 days; though both sexes 
incubate, the female does so alone after the hatching of the first young, 
which the male then looks after; and when the chicks have all left 
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the nest they are guided by both adults and may even split into two 
groups, one with each parent, for short periods. Koenig also 
described a remarkable sun-bathing posture for this species (and for 
other crakes and rails, too): in this the wings are lifted in front, 
partially spread and crossed over the back. One of Mrs. Makatsch’s 
photographs (plate 63b) illustrates this quite well, while another (plate 
63c) shows the same bird after bathing (which all crakes do freely). 

Only trifling comments have to be made on the late H. F. Witherby’s 
exact and detailed plumage descriptions in The Handbook. However, 
it must be pointed out that a white edge to the first primary is mot a 
good character for the determination of pusilla, because in both species 
there quite frequently occur specimens with partially white leading 
edges to the wings and both show marked individual variation in this 
(Rokitansky 1953). As The Handbook mentions, the juvenile parva is 
more marked with white above than the adult (cf. plates 61 and 62a 
with 62b and 63b), but in contradiction to what is written in that work 
I find that the juvenile pusi//a has definitely less white spotting on the 
back than the adult: as a result there is something of an overlap be- 
tween the juveniles in this respect, with no question of the quite notice- 
able difference in the amount of white spotting that is to be seen in the 
adults of the two species. Plate 60 compares the adult male and female 
Little Crake, and plate 62 the adult male and the juvenile (showing the 
much more extensive barring on the under-parts of the latter). 

As a result of handling birds for weighing and ringing, we have 
gained a certain amount of information on the colours of the soft parts 
of the Little Crake. In juveniles the bill is a grey-tinged yellowish- 
green with a somewhat darker grevish-green upper edge and a variable 
blackish tip that is sometimes much less marked than in the cases of 
the birds in plates 61 and 62a; there is no sign of the orange-red base 
to the upper mandible that this species has when adult, except that some 
individuals show a very slight flesh-coloured tinge which can be seen 
only on close inspection. Owing to its generally greyish tinge the 
bill is noticeably darker than the adult’s (cf. plates 61 and 62a with 
60 and 62b). The legs and feet are very variable and range from a dirty 
pale flesh colour or greyish to brownish or yellowish-green. The iris 
is normally a moss-green with a ring of faint rusty points or some 
fine rusty clouding, though in one individual it was a warm brown. 
There was no noteworthy difference in the colours of the soft parts of 
the only young pusi//a we handled at Neusiedler See; the bill was horn- 
coloured and thus diverged somewhat, but since this was the youngest 
of all the small crakes we examined this may merely have been con- 
nected with age. 

Coming now to field identification, both the small crakes are quite 
easily distinguished from the Spotted. In the first place, porzana 
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looks (and is) considerably heavier, more stockily built and rather 
rounder-bodied than the nearly always very sleek-looking Little and 
Baillon’s. Furthermore, its uniform buff under tail-coverts (quite 
easily visible because it frequently cocks its tail) are markedly different 
from the heavily barred black-and-white ones in the smaller species. 
When seen in a good light, and not just rushing into cover, Little and 
Baillon’s Crakes are also not difficult to separate from each other. 
While the former is a pale olive-brown above, Baillon’s has a more 
reddish or chestnut tinge: the difference is quite marked and of about 
the same order (even if not of exactly the same tone) as between the 
Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) and the Moustached 
Warbler (Lusciniola melanopogon). Unfortunately in all the editions of 
the Fie/d Guide that | have seen this difference is reversed, but plate 143 
in The Handbook depicts it quite well if only the two right-hand Little 
Crakes are considered (the one on the left is more rufous than any I 
have ever seen, either alive or asaskin). As the suggested comparison 
with the two warblers should indicate, it is a distinction to be used 
carefully, but nevertheless it is marked enough to be appreciated in the 
field without any direct comparison, provided there is good light. 
Furthermore, the pale markings on the upper-parts are quite different 
in the two species—indistinct and somewhat obliterated, roundish or 
longish flecks in parva, but sharp-cut and even partly blackish-bordered, 
irregular white scratches in pusi//a. The markings on the upper-parts 
of Baillon’s Crake are thus not only more numerous, but look much 
more distinct—even in juveniles where, as already stated, the difference 
in the amount of markings is only slight or even non-existent. This 
difference in pattern is well borne out in the few photographs that 
have been published of the western race of Baillon’s Crake (P. pusilla 
intermedia) (see Noll-Tobler 1924, Koridon 1959 and Voous 1960) and 
it is even clearly shown in a photograph of the eastern race (P. p. 
pusilla) which in its paler olive-brown ground-colour resembles 
P. parva rather than P. p. intermedia (Bates and Lowther 1952). 

As will have been realised from the descriptions of the juveniles 
already given, colours of legs and bills are helpful only in adults and 
even then should not be relied upon except in a good light. Even 
when the light is bad, however, the different character of the white 
markings is still useful and may cven be seen when birds are flitting 
away between reed-stems. The barring on the bellies of the juveniles, 
normally shown as quite different in textbook illustrations, can be used 
only as an additional mark. It is right that in the young Baillon’s 
Crake the barred area is generally more extensive, but individual 
variation in this respect is quite considerable in both species. Some 
skins of juvenile Baillon’s Crakes are completely unmarked on the 
breast and have hardly any more barring on the belly than the normal 
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juvenile parva. Similarly, some juveniles of the latter show indications 
of barring even on the breast (plates 61 and 62a) and this was one of 
the things that misled Koenig. Therefore strongly barred and 
spotted juvenile Little Crakes are very easily confused with juvenile 
Baillon’s since both apparently have the same bill and leg coloration. 

The greatest certainty of identification in such circumstances is 
offered by the very different tips to the wings. In the Little Crake the 
longest primary is markedly longer than are the long tertiaries, while 
in Baillon’s this difference is extremely small (about 10 mm. or less). 
The wing-tip of parva is thus much longer and more pointed (plates 
61, 62a and 63c) and this can often be seen in the field in conditions 
which make other characters more or less useless, 

Finally, 1 should like to turn to the question of voice. In the 
German literature there are lengthy discussions of the noises pro- 
duced by crakes and rails, but unfortunately nobody has as yet produced 
a clear and authoritative analysis for either Little or Baillon’s, such as 
Feindt (1948) did for the Water Rail, and no useful picture can be drawn 
from the numerous written statements. Further, although lacking 
satisfactory personal knowledge of the voice of Baillon’s Crake, I 
venture to state from my knowledge of parva that some authors have 
even described the wrong species. The question whether a particular 
call belongs to the Water Rail or to the Little Crake has more than once 
been discussed in print, but curiously no one seems to have bothered 
about the vocal separation of the latter and Baillon’s. Some observers 
have stated that they heard this or that uttering from this or that 
species, without giving us any hint at all of the criteria they used in 
identification. And, if we further take into account that most of these 
descriptions relate to noises heard during the periods of incubation and 
fledging, and not at the times of territory establishment and display, 
it may well be best to disregard them all for the present. The specific 
identification of many of the calls therefore remains to be established. 
The “‘songs” of these three crakes, however, seem to be as different 
as we might expect them to be. 

That of the Spotted Crake, rendered in The Handbook as h’wet, hooid 
or quit, is by far the most typical and often heard utterance of that 
species. As the different renderings show, it is impossible to put it 
into letters. It is a quite toneless sound, strongly recalling (to me at 
least) a short and sharp stroke of a lash cutting through the air, and 
it is usually repeated at regular intervals for long periods. The song 
of the Little Crake is very different—a series of relatively loud (and 
much more vocal) notes, which starts slowly with each call quite 
separate and then grows faster from note to note, at the same time 
falling rapidly in tone. The single note may be quite variable—from 
loud and clear to subdued and somewhat ventriloquial, depending on 
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distance and position of bird and density of cover—and thus it is with 
some justification that it has been compared to sounds as unlike as 
the falling of thick droplets on a quiet water-surface and the distant 
barking of a small dog; it has been rendered variously from hoo to 
tong in written descriptions. Within the strophe, however, there is 
remarkably little variation and that only in the number of notes. Only 
once have I heard from a Baillon’s Crake what I take to be the counter- 
part of this song. That was a series of two to four similar notes 
followed by a short but distinct trill: it was as if most of the notes of a 
Little Crake had been suddenly hurried up after a quite normal start. 
Dr. F. Neubahr, who was well acquainted with Baillon’s Crake during 
his youth in Poland, tells me that this is the regular song of this 


species. Graphically the songs of the three birds might be represented 
as follows: 


it etl bad © fe, * 
. 


. 
~ nnn: or 
Spotted Crake Little Crake . Baillon’s Crake 
(P. porzana (P. parva) P. pusilla) 


Things have been complicated, however, by the fact that some authors 
have published accounts of songs from supposed Little Crakes which 
fit the last description much better. Since I never heard anything 
like this from any of the Little Crakes at Neusiedler See, I suggest 
that there may sometimes have been confusion with either one of 
the warning(?)-calls (Airrook and variants, somewhat like those of a 
Moorhen, Gallinula chloropus) or the angry purring of aggressive(?) 
Little Crakes, or misidentification of the species. But to disentangle 
this confusion will need more information and a thorough comparative 
study. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank Mr. I. J. Ferguson-Lees for the 
translation of my ugly English into a readable text. 
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St. Kilda Summer. By Kenneth Williamson and J. Morton Boyd. 
Hutchinson, London, 1960. 224 pages; with photographs, 
drawings and maps. 25s. 

For 27 years after its inhabitants had been evacuated at their own 
request, St. Kilda was visited only infrequently and for short periods 
by naturalists. Then in 1957 the R.A.P. landed a task force to estab- 
lish a radar station, and the authors, two experienced island en- 
thusiasts, went with it, on behalf of the Nature Conservancy and the 
National Trust for Scotland, to ensure that the operations caused no 
damage to the remarkable wild life of this magnificent group of islands. 
The ready co-operation of the Service authorities made their work 
far from onerous and allowed them time to carry out a number of 
valuable studies, many of which were more detailed and complete 
than anything that had previously been possible. 

The authors have also drawn on their work and experiences on 
shorter visits before and after the summer of 1957. Thus the careful 
survey of the entire coastline of the archipelago to count the Kittiwake 
and Guillemot colonies was actually carried out in 1959. The full 
details of that survey were recently published in this journal (Bris. 
Birds, 53: 252-264), but it is worth recalling that over 7,500 pairs of 
Kittiwakes and nearly 14,000 pairs of Guillemots were estimated. 

Yet these species form only part of the teeming sea-bird populations 
of St. Kilda. Both are outnumbered by the ulmar, one of four 
species of petrel breeding abundantly there; by the Gannet, of which 
a provisional total of over 40,000 in 1959 on Boreray and its adjoining 
stacks constitutes easily the largest colony in the world; and, above all, 
by the Puffin, whose huge numbers no one has yet succeeded in 
counting. The Puffins there have so far escaped the menace of rats, 
the cause of such catastrophic decline at colonies in other parts of 
Britain, and rigorous precautions were taken during the operations to 
prevent the accidental introduction of these rodents. Gulls are, how- 
ever, increasing and may in time prove a serious danger to the Puffins. 

The Puffin colonies also provide the richest territories for the special 
St. Kilda subspecies of Wren, a dawn census of which gave a total of 
117 singing males on Hirta and an estimate of not less than 230 pairs 
for the whole archipelago. This is considerably more than previous 
surveys had suggested and this small bird, once protected by a special 
Act of Parliament, seems now to be in no danger. Another study was 
of the Snipe, whose population in 1957 appeared to be at a record level; 
it is suggested that the islands have been colonised in recent years by 
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the migratory Faeroe-Iceland form /aeroensis, with its preference for a 
drier habitat. 

The authors were able to devote special attention to migration, add- 
ing 17 species in 1957 alone to the St. Kilda list, which now totals 157. 
They found, as they expected, that this group of islands, lying as it does 
to the west of the British mainland, misses the big falls of drift migrants 
which are a feature of Fair Isle and other places on the eastern side. 
There was a strong south-bound migration from Greenland and 
Iceland in autumn, but the return movement in spring was slight, 
suggesting the use of another route. Though they saw such rarities 
as Red-headed Bunting, Short-toed Lark, Grey-headed Wagtail and a 
Bean Goose which became tame enough to feed within a few yards of 
the bulldozers, it now seems clear that Eagle Clarke’s exciting autumn 
Visit in 1910, with its several uncommon vagrants from northern and 
eastern Europe, was quite exceptional. 

The authors did not confine their interests just to the birds of this 
island group. There are valuable chapters on the Soay sheep and the 
St. Kilda Vield Mouse (another island subspecies, which has thrived 
since the evacuation and colonised the deserted village, once the head- 
quarters of the now extinct St. Kilda House Mouse), on the seals and 
sharks, and on some fascinating archaeological researches into the 


remains of the medieval village and the puzzling stone structures of 
Gleann Mor. Complete with a generous bibliography, this book 


provides a full and attractive guide to a unique island group. S.C. 


Identification for Ringers No. 1: The Genera Locustella, Lus- 
ciniola, Acrocephalus and Hippolais. By Kenneth Williamson. 
British Trust for Ornithology, Oxford, 196c. 56 pages; four 
plates. 3s. 6d. 


Since the war we have seen a humane revolution in the study of 
migrant birds, so that the Heligoland trap and now the mist-net have 
largely replaced the collector’s gun. The capture of rare and difficult 
forms, until recently almost the prerogative of the observatory 
worker, is now within the province of every mist-netter. More and 
more ringers have undertaken the responsibility of accurately identify- 
ing, ageing and sexing the living bird. Field taxonomy has become 
a respectable pursuit. For these reasons there is a great need for aids 
to identification which sift the relevant information from tne n.ass of 
detailed description in the reference-books, bring it up to (ai* and 
present it concisely in a more accessible form. 

In Identification for Ringers No. 1, the Migration Research Officer 
of the B.7'.O. has given us the first of a series of pocket guides which 
will go far to meet this demand. He has not only sifted the literature, 
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but has gone back to the museums and re-examined the basic material. 
He deals with four warbler genera—Locustella (grasshopper warblers), 
Lusciniola (Moustached), Acrocephalus (reed warblers) and Hippolais 
(Icterine and allies)—that are “fraught with potential headaches” for 
the field-worker, and he administers a palliative, if not a cure, for nearly 
all of them. 

The author recognises 26 species inthese genera. Foreach of them, 
with their attendant races, we find a general plumage-description, 
often with a reference to the field-characters, followed by sections on 
ageing, colours of soft parts, measurements, weight (if available), 
wing-formula, moult (if known) and distribution. The text is well- 
studded with cautions against the pitfalls that may beset us, and we 
are clearly informed of the aspects that require further study. The 
statements on moult are particularly valuable in view of its importance 
in ageing, and the author finds himself in disagreement with The 
Handbook over the timing of the complete post-nuptial change in such 
relatively common species as the Grasshopper, Sedge and Icterine. 
He stresses the great need for more field-work on moult (though 
doubtless some of the gaps could be effectively closed by the examina- 
tion of collections overseas). 

It is refreshing to meet a systematist who has parted company with 


the “ten measured” school, and shows a proper appreciation of 


Statistical requirements. The samples taken, usually over thirty of 
each race, and often many more, are tabulated in an appendix prepared 
by Timothy Bagenal, with the mean, standard deviation, observed 
and theoretical ranges for each of the four basic measurements. 

The work is illustrated by four excellent photographs from Eric 
Hosking and C. C. Doncaster, and the cover attractively designed by 
Robert Gillmor. Every serious ringer needs a copy. P.D. 


Letters 


“Kestrel pellets at a winter roost” 

Sirs,—I read with interest the paper by T. A. W. Davis on his 
examination of pellets of Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus) at winter roosts in 
Pembrokeshire (Brit. Birds, 53: 281-284). May I, however, make 
one small correction concerning his references to O. Uttendérfer’s 
book Neue Ergebnisse ber die Erndbrung der Greifvigel und Exulen (1952)? 
It is not the Long-tailed Field Mouse (Apodemus sylvaticus) which is 
there given as forming 80%, of the Kestrel’s food on the Continent, 
but the vole Microtus arvalis. ‘The German name for this animal is 
“Feldmaus” and under this heading on pages 168-169 of his book 
UttendGrfer says, ““Beim Turmfalken ist sie in den Gewdllen nicht 
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zahlbar, nach Rérigs Magenuntersuchungen macht ihr Anteil an der 
Gesamtnahrungsmenge iiber 80% aus.” Dierricu FiuczyNskI 


Sirs,—A number of the pellets of Kestrels (Fadco tinnunculus) examined 
by T. A. W. Davis (Brit. Birds, 53: 281-284) were found to consist 
mainly of earth, but he made no suggestion to account for this peculiar 
composition. Here in Co. Dublin I have on more than one occasion 
seen a Kestrel using a convenient perch from which to drop down and 
pick up earthworms (Lumbricus etc.) uncovered by the plough; these 
are taken singly and carried in the claws back to the perch to be eaten. 
I suggest, therefore, that the earth in the pellets found by Mr. Davis 
came from the alimentary tracts of worms eaten by the birds and that 
their bodies had been completely digested. The time of year when the 
majority of the pellets containing earth were found (15th February- 
29th March) would coincide with the period of spring ploughing and 
the consequent availability of worms in large numbers. F. W. Fox 


[We have shown these two letters to Mr. Davis and his reply is 
given below.—Eps.] 

Sirs,—I am grateful to Mr. Dietrich Fiuczynski for pointing out 
my error in taking “‘Feldmaus” to be the Long-tailed Field Mouse 
(Apodemus sylvaticus) whereas it is really Microtus arvalis, the Continental 
counterpart of the Field Vole (M. agrestis). The principal prey of the 
Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) in both Britain and much of the rest of 
Europe is evidently the common vole of the country. 

I agree with Mr. F. W. Fox that predation on worms is probably 
the cause of earth in pellets, at least in the majority of cases, but I 
did not have any of the earthy Kestrel pellets I collected in the 1958-59 
winter examined microscopically, and without this I did not consider 
there was evidence to justify publishing such an explanation, even as a 
suggestion. I have since found three Buzzard (Buteo bui/eo) pellets 
with a high proportion of waste and earthy matter, and I am indebted 
to Mr. Colin Matheson for accepting them for examination at the 
National Museum of Wales, Cardiff, and to Mr. Lionel Cowley for 
reporting on them. Of two found in April 1960, one was without 
recognisable prey and the other contained elytra of beetles (E/a/er sp.), 
fur, pieces of feather and part of a mandible of (very probably) a Song 
Thrush (Turdus philomelos). The third pellet, collected on 1st July, 
consisted of some vegetable matter and the remains of numerous 
lepidopterous larvae. No earthworm chitae were found in any of 
the three pellets. T. A. W. Davis 


The displays of the Rose-breasted Grosbeak 


Sirs,—In my notes on the Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus 
ludovicianus) (Brit. Birds, 53: 150-152) I alleged that this species seemed 
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PLATE 60. Above, female Little Crake (Porzana par nesting in dense reeds, 
Austria ( photo: Otto Koenig). Below, male in open, Ger photo: I/se Makatscl 


Both are olive-brown above with green !egs and red-based green bill, but below she 


is buff with a whitish throat and he slate with just a light chin (pages 518-524 














PLATE 61. Young Little Crakes (Porzana parva), Austria, more spotted above 
and barred below, their greenish bills grey-tinged and blackish-tipped and looking 
darker than the adult’s, their legs greenish or brown or even grevish-flesh as in 


Baillon’s (page 521). But see the long pointed wing (page 583) (photos: Otto Koenig 











Above, juvenile Little Crake (Porzana parva) in reed-m jungle, 
Austria, showing how this aquatic species is as at home on bridges of broken stems 
as on mud or in water (photo: Otto Koeniz). Below, male, Germany, revealing the 


indistinct roundish flecks of white on the mantle (page 522) (photo: Ilse Makatscl 











PLATE 63 Male Little 


Above, nutive size (smaller than Starling); 
the nest and 5 eggs be laid) were hidden in th 


ric 
plates 60a, 62a 
Right, sun-bathing posture with the wings lifted in front 
partially 


Crake (Porzana , Germany, 
note the din 


left-hand tuft—quite an open site f 


spread and crossed over the back. 
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crakes do freely) (photos: Ilse Makatscl 




















RECENT REPORTS AND NEWS 


to have no striking displays except for a song-flight. Unfortunately, 
I had overlooked the description by H. R. Ivor (Wi/son Bull., 56: 91- 
104) of a spectacular courtship display performed by his captive birds. 
I am grateful to Rev. E. A. Armstrong for pointing out this mistake, 
for which I apologise. 1. C. T. Nisser 


Recent reports and news 


By I. J. Ferguson-Lees and Kenneth Williamson 


The items bere are largely unchecked reports, and must not be regarded as authenticated records. 

They are selected, on the present writers’ judgment alone, from sources generally found to be 

reliable. Observers’ names are usually omitted for reasons of space and in case a report is 

subsequently rejected, and none of the items will be mentioned in our annual Index. Readers are 
asked to submit anything of interest as quickly as possible. 


This summary, which is based on the observations of over a thousand watchers, is 
mainly concerned with the six hectic weeks from mid-September to late October. 
However, it also overlaps with the previous one (pp. 454-456) in that it includes a 
number of early September and even late August reports which were received too 
late for inclusion then. For the most part we are not repeating observations 
already mentioned and the two summaries should therefore be read in conjunction. 
This was a most interesting period with a continued spectacular passage of waders, 
generally low falls of night migrant Passerines except during 16th-18th September 
and around the turn of the month, and a thorough sprinkling of rarities including a 
further scattering of American birds. But completely dominating the period were 
remarkable and apparently quite unprecedented influxes of two wading birds. 


PHALAROPES IN ABUNDANCE 

In October 1959 a flock of 350 Grey Phalaropes (Phal/aropus fulicarius) was recorded 
off the Isles of Scilly (Brit. Birds, 53: 403). Such a gathering had not apparently 
been recorded previously in the British Isles, but it has now been completely 
overshadowed by this year’s invasion, during the course of which the 1959 record 
was equalled or passed at no less than six different places and there were at least 
seven other observations of over a hundred. Small numbers of Red-necked 
Phalaropes (Pd. dobatus) were clearly identified with the Greys and one large gathering 
was reported as Red-necked. However, in view of the possibility of confusion and 
because a number of parties out to sea could not be specifically identitied anyway, 
we have lumped all the reports together as “phalaropes” for the purposes of this 
summary. 

Apart from a couple of quite unconnected records on the east coast, the first 
phalaropes were noted in Cornwall where two and one were seen at Gurnard’s 
Head and St. Ives on 4th and sth September respectively, to be followed a week 
later by eight and twelve on the sea near St. Ives on the 12th. Then the deluge 
began. On the 13th observers returning from St. Agnes (Isles of Scilly) saw a total 
of at least 110 between St. Mary’s and the Wolf Rock. On the rath, in addition to 
five at Newlyn (Cornwall), there were at least 30 off Cape Clear Island (Co. Cork) 
and 27 there next day. Now St. Agnes came on the scene with a vengeance. Only 
one was there on the 14th and only about six on the 16th, but on the day between, 
the 15th, huge numbers appeared just off the island: a minimum figure of 1,000 
was put down by the observers, but the birds were all over the sea in parties of 20-50 
and extended beyond telescope range, so that there could easily have been several 
times that total. 
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Also on the 15th smaller numbers were noted in other areas and foretold things to 
come. That day there were two at sea off Lundy (Devon), six on the Glamorgan 
coast and two at Bardsey (Caernarvonshire), three at Portland (Dorset) and two as 
far inland and as far north as Burton Meadows near Nottingham (one of which 
stayed until the 17th). On the 16th one was seen at Portland, there was a total of 
about 80 between Scilly and the Cornish mainland, and 97 were counted in 6} 
hours at St. Ives, 48 of them in one party and all flying west. The 17th saw a much 
wider scattering of reports. This,was doubtless partly because it was a Saturday, 
though it is significant that at Cape Clear Island, where at least 120 were now seen 
and there were possibly two or three hundred, none had been noted the previous 
day. The other observations on the 17th included about 50 and about 40 at Newlyn 
and Mount’s Bay (Cornwall) respectively, and smaller numbers as far north as 
Glamorgan and as far east as Dorset. On the 18th Skokholm (Pembrokeshire) 
reported a total of 17 and there was one as far cast as Weir Wood Reservoir (Sussex), 
but otherwise on that day and the 19th the numbers were less than those already 
reported and the distribution of counties was similar. Then on the zoth at least 
320, possibly 500, were recorded off Cape Clear Island where numbers on the two 
days before and the two days after did not exceed 40. In most areas this was the 
end of the first peak. Small numbers continued to be reported in Cornwall, Devon, 
Dorset, Somerset and Pembrokeshire almost to the end of the month and odd ones 
got as tar as, for example, Lytham St. Annes (Lancashire) on the 24th and 25th and 
Frodsham (Cheshire) on the 22nd (the latter a Red-necked), but the only really 
significant observations in the last part of September came from the Smalls Light, 
some 17 miles west of Skokholm. There 14 on the 22nd were followed by 53 on 
the 23rd, 18 on the 25th, 21 on the 27th and 227 on the 2oth. 

The generally small numbers in the last ten days of September proved to be only a 
lull and in early October great flocks were again recorded, the centre of activity now 
being from the Isles of Scilly to Dorset. There were several on Scilly shores on 1st 
October and then on the 2nd “hundreds” were seen streaming westwards close to 
the coast of St. Mary’s: over 500 passed one point in one hour in the morning. 
That same day there were 37 between Beesands and Slapton (Devon) and among 
several reports of smaller parties was another single bird up in Nottinghamshire, 
at Clumber Lake. From this day, in fact, until at least the middle of October 
phalaropes were reported regularly at most of the continually watched points in 
south-west England. At Portland, for example, numbers seen in the first 16 days 
of October varied from two on the 14th to 115 on the 8th and included 46 on the 
3rd, 58 on the sth, 43 on the 8th, 36 on the roth and 61 on the 15th. Around 5th 
October there were anything up to 200 not far away along the shore of West Bay 
and still at least 27 between there and Burton Bradstock on the 13th, while near-by 
at Lodmoor numbers rose from about 12 on the 7th to at least 30 on the oth and at 
least 60 on the 14th, followed by a drop to 38 on the 15th. Returning to Cornish 
waters again, we find that though phalaropes were seen daily at St. Agnes at this 
time, the maximum on any one day was only 34, but there were several hundred 
between Scilly and Land’s End on the 7th, mostly flying south-west; and on the 
13th, when there were two small rafts of about 30 each near St. Mary’s, there were 
over 300 just south of Land’s End. Then on the 16th a concentration of somewhere 
between 500 and 1, was noted on calm sea at St. Ives. Meanwhile, Devon was 
not going to be left out of the picture and another of these staggering gatherings 
appeared off Torquay on the sth, this one involving at least 700 birds; on the same 
day 20 were scen at Budleigh Salterton and on the gth there were 108 at Dawlish 
Warren and 41 in small parties travelling east in one hour at Sidmouth. These, 
of course, are only the peak numbers. 

So much for Cornwall, Devon and Dorset, the counties where the invasion was 
most striking in the first half of October. The whole influx was remarkably 
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localised throughout the period and there were not many more records outside the 
south-west in October than there had been in September. However, during 3rd- 
sth October small numbers (maximum 30 on the 3rd, when there was also another 
at Bardsey) were again noted at the Smalls Light west of Skokholm and in the second 
week of the month Hampshire and Sussex came more into the picture. In Hamp- 
shire phalaropes were reported from at least eight or nine localities from Bourne- 
mouth (at least 20 in one small area on the gth) to Langstone Harbour and birds were 
also noted at St. Catherine’s Point (Isle of Wight). At Selsey Bill (Sussex) eight on 
the 8th were followed by lesser numbers daily to at least the 15th. On the other 
hand, there were very few reports away from the south coast and the southern part 
of the Irish Sea and none at all from Kent at this time. Even in the Channel 
Islands the numbers were small though still unusual—at Jersey, ten on 9th October 
and then four from the 19th to 22nd (with six on the 21st); at Guernsey, 12 on 
13th October. Away from southern coasts the stragglers during October were 
confined to the merest handful of odd birds, at Rye Meads (Hertfordshire) from 
the 4th to at least the 9th, at Abberton Reservoir (Essex) from the 7th to at least the 
roth, at Queen Mary Reservoir (Middlesex) on the 12th, at Chew Valley Reservoir 
(Somerset) on the 15th (two) and at Hamilton (Lanarkshire) about the 16th. 

It is very interesting to total the number of phalaropes reported to us between 
mid-September and mid-October. The figure is approximately 7,250 and, although 
it should not be taken too literally since it does not allow for duplications in the 
moving flocks and since there are doubless many other records which have not 
yet been sent in, it does give a general indication of the size of this remarkable influx, 
particularly if one compares it with the totals of phalaropes reported in 1958, 1957 
and 1950, three vears in which the observations were sufficiently numerous to 
attract general attention. In 1957 just over 300 were reported (Brit. Birds, 52: 
33-42) and in 1950 and 1958 the totals were only about 100 (44: 247-250; and 53: 
369 375 ! 


AN INVASION OF LITTLE STIN 

Just as the Curlew Sandpiper (Ca/idris testacea) was quite the outstanding northern 
wader on passage in the autumn of 1959 (Brit. Birds, 52: 438), so it was the Little 
Stint (C. minuta) this year, the difference being that the numbers of Little Stints 
were far greater and in many areas quite unprecedented. We have already referred 
to the fact of its being a good year for northern waders in general. Wood Sand- 
pipers (Tringa g/areola) rather fell away towards the end of August, but this is usual. 
Ruffs (Philomachus pugnax) and especially Spotted Redshanks (T. erythropus) and 
Greenshanks (T. nebu/aria) continued high for much of September and there were 
some sizeable influxes of Curlew Sandpipers in the early part of that month and again 
in the third and fourth weeks. The first hint that it might be an exceptional year 
for Little Stints was when at least 40 appeared at Cley (Norfolk) on 3rd September, 
although there had been smaller numbers in other coastal areas during the previous 
month. Then in the second week of September small increases were generally 
noted, not only on the east coast but in the west and south-west as well: on the 
11th, for example, there were seven at Shotton Pools (Flintshire) and an increase at 
Frodsham (Cheshire) after a few earlier in the month, and on the 14th 11 were repor- 
ted from the Exe Estuary (Devon) after only odd ones previously. ‘The real 
invasion, however, took place in the middle of the month, associated with a period 
of moderately heavy falls of Passerines and the arrival of a number of larger species 
on the east coast (see other sections below). 

On 17th September and more particularly the 18th exceptional numbers appeared 
all along the east coast from as far north as Fair Isle, Morayshire and Aberdeen 
down to Kent, extending far inland to Midland counties like Nottingham, Leicester 
and Northampton. For example, at Eye Brook Reservoir (Leicestershire) there 
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were some 25 on the 18th, increasing to 40-50 or possibly even 75 later in the day; 
there were still 61 there on the 19th and 29 on the 21st, the numbers then dropping 
away towards the end of the month. At Pitsford (Northamptonshire) they rose to 
at least 20 on the 19th and 31 on the 21st; and another big inland gathering involved 
45 at Hanningfield Reservoir (Essex) on the 18th, when there were also 36 at Winter- 
sett Reservoir (Yorkshire). Coastal flocks were, of course, even larger and at 
Findhorn Bay (Morayshire) there were 106 on 18th and 19th September and high 
numbers still on the 21st (there had been one there on the 14th!), Other big con- 
centrations at this time included an estimated total of over 200 at Teesmouth (Co. 
Durham) and at least 70 at Tursdale (Co. Durham), both on the 17th; and several 
other places from there south to Kent reported flocks of over 30. On Fair Isle, 
where the species was seen almost daily from early September to 5th October, 
numbers rose to seven on 15th September and at least 17 on the 17th. 

Some parties reached the south coast on the 18th, on which day there were 30 
at Thorney Island (Sussex), and 14 and at least 16 at Pennington and Farlington 
Marshes respectively (both Hampshire), and there was then also a new influx in 
Cheshire and Lancashire. However, in both these areas and in the south-west the 
peak was generally reached between two and seven days later. There were about 
7o at the Midrips (Sussex/Kent) on the 25th and about 55 next day, after only 22 on 
the 19th. At Shotton Pools (Flintshire) there was a total of at least 250-300 on 
the 22nd, while on the same day there were no less than 311 at Frodsham (Cheshire), 
about 300 still being present there on the 24th. On the Dumbles at Slimbridge 
(Gloucestershire), however, there were 52 as carly as the 2oth, after 22 on the 19th; 
the numbers dropped to 40 on the 26th and 14 by the 28th. At Chew Valley 
Reservoir (Somerset) 12 on the 18th rose to at least 25 on the 23rd and on Berrow 
Beach (also Somerset) 54 were counted on the 26th, 

At this time, too, and in early October less spectacular but still unusual numbers 
were noted in the Irish Sea area. There was a good passage in Anglesey and two 
were seen on Bardsey (Caernarvonshire) on 18th September, while at Skokholm 





(Pembrokeshire), where the species has rarely been recorded, there were four on 
the 17th, two on the 18th and one on the 19th and 2oth. Others appeared in 
Glamorgan, Cornwall and Cardigan. In southern Wales and south-west England 
there seems to have been a second peak, more marked than anywhere else, at the 
turn of the month when four out of five on Skokholm were trapped. In Cardigan 
the maximum number of seven was reached on 4th October and, further south, in 
Gloucestershire the total at the Dumbles rose again to 61 on the 2nd before dropping 
to 30 on the 3rd and smaller numbers in the next few days. In Somerset the count 
on Berrow Beach slumped to 21 on 29th September, then climbed rapidly to 69 
on ist October and 89 on the 2nd. In Devon there were at least 21 on the Exe 
Estuary on 1st October and at least 40 on the 2nd, and on the 6th 25 or more were 
noted at Westward Ho! ‘This second peak in the south-west may have been the 
result of a drainage of the stragglers from the rest of the country. In Flintshire 
there had still been as many as 71 at Shotton on the last day of September. How- 


ever, small numbers remained in many parts of the country during the first week of 


October and in some cases the second week as well. Apart trom coastal observa- 
tions in such counties as East Lothian, Northumberland, Co. Durham, Yorkshire, 
Lincolnshire and more especially further south, there were October reports from 
inland in Yorkshire, Warwickshire, Essex (still four at Abberton on the 12th), 
Hertfordshire and Middlesex (still eight at Perry Oaks on the 9th). Along the south 
coast, too, October birds were noted in Hampshire (still 17 at Langstone Harbour 
on the 9th) and Dorset (still at Jeast eight at Lodmoor on the 14th), as well as Devon 
and Cornwall. Towards the end of October there was a further scattering of records 
but we must leave that until our next summary. 

To give the very roughest of ideas of the size of the influx it is perhaps worth 
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adding that the total number of Little Stints reported to us for the peak days alone, 
avoiding duplicates as far as possible, was almost 3,000. Incidentally, ringers at 
Shotton Pools (Flintshire) trapped 18 Little Stints out of about 50 on 18th September 
and 40 out of about 120 on the 25th. This total of 58 in one week is more than 
half the number ringed in Great Britain and Ireland as a whole up to and including 
1959. 

Although Little Stints were the chief feature of the mid-September wader influx, 
quite large numbers of other species came in at the same time. Considerable parties 
of Curlew Sandpipers were widely reported and so were Ruffs, while the numbers of 
Greenshanks and Spotted Redshanks are perhaps best indicated by a couple of 
examples. On 18th September Greenshanks reached a peak of 70 at Windmill 
Creek, Sheppey (Kent). Spotted Redshanks, usually seen in ones and twos, were 
widely noted in parties of 15-40 in various southern counties and as many as 42 
were counted at one place in Hampshire on 17th September. Incidentally, 36 
Curlew Sandpipers at the Brent Reservoir (Middlesex) on 28th September appears 
to be the largest number ever recorded in the London area. Observers in the 
Midlands commented on the unusual numbers of certain other waders including 
Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula), Dunlin (Calidris alpina) and Knot (C. canutus): 
as many as 20 Knot were recorded at Pitsford Reservoir (Northamptonshire), for 
example, and there were much bigger totals of the other species there and in 
Leicestershire; in Nottinghamshire there was a gathering of about 220 Dunlins on 
1st October. 


Compared with the Little Stint, whose range extends only as far west as the ex- 
treme north-east corner of Norway, the Temminck’s Stint (C. femminckii) is a 
relatively common breeding bird in Fenno-Scandia and it always seems surprising 
how few are recorded on passage in this country. Last month (p. 405) we were 
able to list reports from only three areas and since then we have received only three 


more observations, apart from a “probable” at Hurworth Burn Reservoir (Co. 
Durham) on 24th September. These were a single bird at Belvide (Staffordshire) 
on 23rd, 27th and 28th August; two at Windmill Creek, Sheppey (Kent), on 4th 
September; and one on the marshes of the Dee Estuary on 21st September. 


FURTHER AMERICAN SPECIES 

In each of our last two summaries (pp. 405 and 454-455) we have listed a number of 
reports of Nearctic waders and gulls. American species started to appear unusually 
early and it continued to be a good autumn for them. A total of some 11 Pectoral 
Sandpipers (Ca/idris melanotos) have already been mentioned and of these the one at 
Perry Oaks (Middlesex) stayed until 3rd September, while it now seems quite clear 
that the second bird on the Dee Estuary was a different individual from the first. 
This species went on dominating the picture until the last week of September, after 
which only one more was reported. In this second half of the month 11 or 12 more 
were seen, bringing the autumn total to about 22. The first of these were in the 
west and south-west, single birds at Kenfig Pool (Glamorgan) on 13th September 
and at Crowan Reservoirs (Cornwall) from the 15th to the 18th, and two at Bardsey 
(Caernarvonshire) during the 15th-17th; and one at Cley (Norfolk) from the 15th 
to the 22nd was joined by a second for the last four days of its stay. There was 
then one at Wisbech sewage farm (Lincolnshire/ Norfolk) on the 17th and 18th, and 
another near Grangemouth (Stirlingshire) on the 19th. The Dee Estuary produced 
its third on the 22nd, a bird in winter plumage at Shotton Pools (Flintshire), and 
a week later, on the 28th and 2oth respectively, single birds were seen at Blennerville 
(Co. Kerry) and Dunlaoghaire (Co. Dublin). Finally, there was again one at Cley 
from 2nd to 8th October. 

Also at Blennerville on the same date was a Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) 
and it was seen on the next day as well. ‘The only other Lesser Yellowlegs reported 
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was near Lewes (Sussex) on 2nd October and this species was outnumbered by three 
others apart from the Pectoral Sandpipers. Two Buff-breasted Sandpipers (Tryngites 
subruficollis) have already been mentioned and the autumn total of reports was 
brought to five by the identification of single birds at Belfast Lough (Co. Antrim) 
during gth-11th September, at Gullane Golf Course (East Lothian) on the 18th 
and at Dornoch Point (Sutherland) on the 25th. Gullane, this time Gullane 
Point, also provided a dowitcher (Limnodromus sp.) on the 29th; three other dowit- 
chers, species also uncertain in each case, were recorded at Lough Akeagh (Co. 
Kerry) from 18th to 28th September, at the same place (a different individual) from 
11th October to at least the end of the month, and at Hamilton (Lanarkshire) in 
the third week of October. There were three reports of White-rumped Sandpipers 
(C. fuscicollis), at Blennerville on 16th September, at Lough Akeagh from 1st to 
1sth October, and at Sandwich (Kent) on 2nd October. Two other American 
waders have also been reported since the previous summary, bringing the autumn 
total of species to some seven. A Greater Yellowlegs (IT. melanoleuca) was identified 
on the Camel Estuary (Cornwall) on 22nd and 24th August and, lastly, four observers 
on Skokho!m (Pembrokeshire) on 18th October had very close views of an Upland 
Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda) at ranges down to 15 yards and were able to obtain 
photographs of it. One other wader observation might perhaps be mentioned, 
though it is an Atlantic record rather than a British or Irish one: on 24th August a 
Hudsonian Whimbrel (Namenius phaeopus hudsonicus) came on board a ship 160 miles 
west of Fastnet (Co. Cork) and remained there for nearly 12 hours until it flew into 


the sea and was drowned when the ship was less than 100 miles from the Irish coast. 

A female Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors) was identitied at Skokholm on 17th 
September and was almost certainly a wild bird though there is the complication 
that the female of this American duck is virtually indistinguishable in the field from 
the female Cinnamon Teal (A. cyanopiera) which is not uncommonly kept in captivity. 
An American Wigeon (A. americana), a drake in eclipse plumage, appeared at 
Staines Reservoir (Middlesex) soon afterwards, on 25th September. 

We have also been in the habit of including reports of Sabine’s Gulls (Xema 
sabint) with the observations of American species because the weather and their 
distribution suggests that they and the Grey Phalaropes with which they are so 
often associated are coming from Greenland or arctic Canada rather than arctic 
Europe. There was a further influx of Sabine’s Gulls on the south coast in the 
second week of October. On the 9th one was seen at St. Ives (Cornwall), one at 
Dawlish Warren (Devon) and two at Portland (Dorset). At Portland there were 
also two on the roth, at least two on the 11th, one on the 12th and one on the "5th 
and 16th, 2zoth and 23rd. All were immatures and, though it was impossible tobe 
sure that more than two individuals were involved, there were probably half-a- 
dozen different birds and possibly twice that number. We have also received two 
other reports which tie in with those already mentioned in the previous two 
summaries: on 3rd August an immature was seen at Castlerock on the estuary of 
the River Bann (Co. Derry) at the same period as those in Co. Durham and Norfolk 
(p. 405); and single immatures at St. Ives (Cornwall) on 16th and 21st September 
completed a series of observations in the south-west in the first three weeks of that 
month (p. 455). 


OTHER WADERS, GULLS AND TERNS 

Apart from the American species, very few rare waders were reported. However, 
there was a particularly interesting record of a Sharp-tailed or Siberian Pectoral 
Sandpiper (Ca/idris acuminata) at Halton Moss, near Runcorn (Cheshire), seen from 
15th to at least 18th October, and trapped on the 16th. Two Fenno-Scandian 
waders whose occurrences in this country are always a bit of a puzzle are the Great 
Snipe (Capella media) and the Broad-billed Sandpiper (Limicola falcinellus). Both 
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tend to be misidentified by the unwary, large Snipe (C. ga//inago) being taken for 
the former and odd Dunlin or Little Stints for the latter. The Great Snipe is 
now much rarer in northern Europe than it used to be (the Finnish population is 
now estimated at only 50 pairs, as against 11,000 pairs of Broad-billed Sandpipers) 
and so very few genuine records are to be expected. Single birds were, however, 
reported to have visited Fair Isle on 4th and 19th October. Two Broad-billed 
Sandpipers, one in largely summer plumage and one probably first-year bird, 
were identitied at Shotton Pools (Flintshire) on 22nd September and a single one on 
Shell Beach by the entrance to Poole Harbour (Dorset) on the 25th. The Black- 
winged Stilts (Himantopus bimantopus) on Porlock Marshes (Somerset) and at Ware- 


ham (Dorset) (p. 405) stayed until 8th August and at least 6th September respec 


tively; they thus overlapped and so it is clear that two separate individuals were 
involved. Kentish Plovers (Charadrius alexandrinus) included single birds at 
Ferrybridge, Portland (Dorset), on 29th August and 6th September, and also on the 
Kingsbridge Estuary (Devon) on 17th and 23rd September, a male at Shellness, 
Sheppey (Kent), on the 18th and another male in an exhausted state by a farm puddle 
at Ewhurst Green (Surrey) on 8th October. There were no spectacular numbers of 
Dotterel (Ch. morinellus) such as those recorded in 1959 (Brit. Birds, 53: 84-85) and 
the largest trip reported was one of nine in Breconshire; other parties were seen in 
Yorkshire and Norfolk. 

Four more Mediterranean Gulls (Larus melanocephalus) can be added to those listed 
in our last two summaries (pp. 406 and 455): an adult on 31st July in Langstone 
Harbour (Hampshire); an immature on 18th September at Salthouse (Norfolk); 
a 2nd-year bird on 24th-25th September and 9th October at Winterton (Norfolk); an 
adult on 9th October at Brighton (Sussex). Reports of Iceland Gulls (L. g/ancoides) 
included one at Eastney and two and one at Farlington Marshes (both Hampshire), 
all on 18th September. As far as gulls are concerned, however, the limelight has 
been stolen in recent months by a much less rare species. Throughout the late 
summer and autumn Little Gulls (L. minutus) were seen in unusual numbers on the 
coasts of England and also far inland (Scotland is purposely omitted because con- 
centrations occur much more regularly on the Fife and Angus coasts). At Port- 
land, for example, Little Gulls were noted on cight days from 12th September to 
the end of the month (with maxima of 14 on the 18th and 25th) and every day in 
October until at least the 16th (with peaks of 12 on the 3rd and at least 16 on the gth); 
several were also scen near-by at Lodmoor and Ferrybridge. Apart from east coast 
counties, where the species is more regular anyway, Little Gulls were remarked upon 
all along the south coast even to Devon and Cornwall and they also appeared in 
ones and twos at reservoirs in Essex, Middlesex, Leicestershire, Northamptonshire 
and Staffordshire. Before leaving the gulls we might perhaps refer briefly to what 
appears to have been an unusual movement of Lesser Black-backed Gulls (L. 
fuscus) across the Midlands in August and September; from half a dozen counties 
from Hertford to Derby there came reports of hundreds in places where odd ones 
are the normal. 

Reports of Gull-billed Terns (Gelochelidon nilotica) included one at Dungeness 
(Kent) on 17th September, two at Herne Bay (Kent) on the 2oth, and one at Shellness, 
Sheppey (Kent), on 1st October; and, more interesting, one at Aberlady Bay (East 
Lothian) on 11th September. White-winged Black Terns (Ch/idonias leucopterus) have 
not been much in evidence this autumn and apart from the one mentioned last 
month (p. 455) the only convincing reports came from Langney Point (Sussex) on 
23rd September and Rye Meads (Hertfordshire) on the 29th. Nevertheless, there 
was a steady trickle of Black Terns (Ch. niger) from July through to at least the 
last week of October. In the period under review there were odd ones as far north 
as Northumberland and Lancashire and as far west as Cornwall, Glamorgan and 
Co. Cork. The peak at the end of August has already been mentioned (p. 455), 
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though it is of interest to add that one reached Bardsey (Caernarvonshire) at that 
time and as many as 57 were seen as far north as Spurn (Yorkshire). Otherwise the 
only signs of any increases in numbers were right in the middle of September 
(16th-18th, the time of the big influx of Little Stints and many other species) and 
possibly again, on a much smaller scale, in the second week of October. A number 
of Pomarine (Stercorarius pomarinus) and a few Long-tailed Skuas (S. /ongicaudus) 
were reported throughout the autumn, chiefly off the cast coast and off the south 
coast as far west as Dorset, but no particular pattern emerges. The most unusual 
skua record was an Arctic Skua (S. parasiticus) far inland at Ham sewage farm 
(Berkshire) on 27th September. 


SHEARWATERS 

Movements of Balearic Shearwaters (Proce/laria puffinus mauretanicus) along the 
Channel have now for some years been a regularly noted feature at Portland Bill 
(Dorset). This autumn, however, the numbers recorded were quite exceptional 
even for that locality. We have already mentioned (p. 455) that the passage began 
there in August and that as many as 88 were seen on 12th September. After that 
the bird was observed at Portland every day from 12th September to at least 23rd 
October with as many as 118 on 17th September, 208 on the 18th, 187 on the 
25th, 131 on 2nd October, 229 on the 3rd and 120 on the sth. Other reports of 
Balearic Shearwaters rather fade into insignificance beside these figures, but it is 
worth noting that ones and twos were reported from Norfolk, the Isle of Wight, 
Devon, Cornwall and Pembrokeshire. There also seem to have been more observa- 
tions than usual of Sooty Shearwaters (P. gravis) in English and Irish waters. 
Between late August and mid-October small numbers were noted off the coasts of 
Northumberland, Yorkshire, Norfolk, Dorset, Cornwall and Co. Cork as well as 
out in the English Channel and off the Lancashire coast. In the area of Cape Clear 
Island (Co. Cork) a total of 98 were seen travelling west or south-west between 
31st July and 23rd September. A Manx Shearwater (P. puffinus) was picked up on 
the Leicestershire/ Warwickshire border at Orton-on-the-Hill on 1st October. 

Last, but by no means least, there was an interesting record of a Cory’s Shear- 
water (P. diomedea). ‘This came on board a ship and was taken to Hull (Yorkshire) 
on 1st October. There it was ringed and released under the auspices of Spurn 
Bird Observatory. It was thought to be a second-year bird of the North Atlantic 
race borealis. 


HERONS, DUCKS AND GEESE 

In view of the number of records of American species this autumn it is tempting to 
speculate about the origins of two of the herons reported. Could the immature 
Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) seen at Great Saltee (Co. Wexford) on 1oth 
and 12th September be of the American race boact/i? Was the small white egret 
seen very briefly and rather unsatisfactorily on Cape Clear Island (Co. Cork) on 
26th September a Little Egret (Egretia garzetta) or a Snowy Egret (E. shula) (see 
Brit. Birds, 53: 159 and 413-414)? However, at least one other heron that must 
have come from the Continent was recorded in the south-west during the period 
under review and that was a Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) on the Plym Estuary 
(Devon) on 8th and gth October. Reports of Spoonbills (P/atalea /eucorodia) were 
not numerous away from East Anglia but included two as far north as Spurn 
(Yorkshire) on 30th August and one as far west as Keyhaven Marshes (Hampshire) 
during 19th-21st September. 

Two American ducks have been referred to above. Otherwise apart from the 
fact that several of the northern species appeared rather on the early side—notably 
Wigeon (Anas penelope), Pintail (A. acuta) and Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) in the 
first fortnight of August—the outstanding feature of the autumn as far as ducks 
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are concerned has been the number of Red-crested Pochards (Ne¢/a rufina) at Abber- 
ton Reservoir (Essex). G, A. Pyman has shown (Brit. Birds, 52: 42-56) that there 
is a very good case for considering that such birds are wild. This year the first 
three were noted there on 11th September and by the 18th there were six. This 
total had risen to at least eight by 9th October and on the 12th there were definitely 
nine. On the 16th the figure had jumped again and there were then 19. Other 
Red-crested Pochards included a female at Queen “Mary Reservoir (Middlesex) 
during 8th-16th October, while those at Stanton Harcourt (Oxfordshire) and near 
Derby, mentioned in previous summaries, stayed on into October; these birds are 
probably all more likely to have been escapes. A “very wild” female Ferruginous 
Duck ( Aythya nyroca) appeared at the Brent Reservoir (Middlesex) on 24th September. 

The Dorset Red-breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis) which was stated to have been 


last seen on 30th August (pp. 406 and 455) reappeared again up to 22nd Septem 


ber. We are now informed that considerable numbers of Red-breasted Geese 
have been imported into Holland and other parts of the Continent in the last year 
or so, which rather alters the position with regard to observations of this species in 
this country. 

While on the subject of escapes, has any reader any ideas on the possible origin 
of a Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio porphyrio)—the Old World and not the American 


species—which spent some weeks during the autumn in south-west Lincolnshire ? 


BIRDS OF PREY 

The influx of Little Stints and many other northern and Scandinavian species on 
the east coast about 16th-18th September (see also below) included a number of 
birds of prey, among them Honey Buzzards (Pernis apivorus), Ospreys (Pandion 
haliaétus) and Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus). increased numbers of Kestrels at this 
time were reported from a number of places in the north-east, from Co, Durham 
and Northumberland northwards, but the influx is best illustrated by figures from 
Fair Isle where counts are more easily made. At Fair Isle there were never more 
than half a dozen Kestrels during September, until the 18th when there were at 
least 15, dropping to 10 on the 19th. Honey Buzzards were seen about this time 
at Hartlepool (Co Durham) on the 17th and at Holkham and at Holt (both Norfolk) 
on the 19th. Ospreys, meanwhile, were noted at Rickmansworth (Hertfordshire), 
at Crimdon Dene and Hartlepool (both Co. Durham), at Newcastle and at Gowth 
waite Reservoir (Yorkshire), all on the 17th, at Cambridge on the 18th, on the Swale 
Estuary (Kent) on the 19th and 24th, and at Beesands Ley (Devon) on the 21st 
ten observations in all. Other Ospreys unconnected with that particular period 
included one at Exmouth (Devon) on 12th August, one over the Tresillian River 
near St. Clement, Truro (Cornwall), on 13th September, one at Crickhowell (Brecon- 
shire) from 15th September to 6th October, one at Cuxton (Kent) for several weeks 
from early September (then shot), one at Shellness, Sheppey (Kent), on 3rd and sth 
October, and one at Llyn Hilyn Pool (Radnorshire) on 13th October. There was 
also a Honey Buzzard in the area of Hempstead (Norfolk) in late September and early 
October. 

There was something of an influx of Rough-legged Buzzards (Buteo lagopus) in 
the first week of October, judging from seven observations in ten days. The first 
appeared at North Cotes (Lincolnshire) on 1st October and was followed next day 
by two at Somerton (Norfolk) and one at East Linton (East Lothian), the latter 
staying to at least the 31st. Then one was seen at Holkham (Norfolk) on the 4th 
and single birds at Walberswick and Minsmere (both Suffolk) on the 8th, while 
another at Gibraltar Point (Lincolnshire) on the roth was thought to have been 
present fora day ortwo. Birds continued to be seen at Walberswick and Minsmere 
throughout October and there were two at the latter place on the 25th and 31st. 
Also in the latter part of the month two arrived on Fair Isle, an adult (which 
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died) on the 21st and a juvenile the following day. Finally, three Goshawks 
(Accipiter gentilis) ought perhaps to be mentioned; these were near Grangemouth 
(Stirlingshire) on 21st August, on the Exmoor side of Devon on 15th September, and 


between Truro and Falmouth (Cornwall) towards the end of the third week of 


September. 


THE RARER WARBLERS 

On 16th October, the same week-end in which several other Siberian species 
appeared, a Pallas’s Warbler (Phylloscopus proregulus) was seen at Walton-on-the- 
Naze (Essex). ‘There are only four previous records of this species in Britain and 
yet a week later, on the 22nd and 23rd, another Pallas’s Warbler appeared at Spurn 
and was ringed on the second date. The equally small Yellow-browed Warbler 
(Ph. inornatus) was again well represented. None was reported until the end of 
September, but then there was quite a little rush of these birds. At Cape Clear 
Island (Co. Cork) there were three on 27th September, two on the 28th, one on 
the 29th, one on the 30th, five or more on 1st October, two on the 2nd and 3rd and 
one on the 4th and 5th, thus suggesting two influxes four days apart. Several 
other records fit in very well with the first of these influxes and it seems likely that 
almost all the Yellow-browed Warblers came in on the night of 26th/27th September, 
later observations involving bird8 on redetermined passage. At Fiar Isle the first was 
actually one on the 22nd and 23rd, but then on the 27th and 28th no less than six 
were seen, after which there were odd ones on the 29th, 30th (two), 2nd October, 
6th, 7th, 15th (two), 16th, 17th and 18th. ‘The remaining observations are mainly 
clustered on or just after the date of the first influx, but one later record fits in with 
the impression on Fair Isle of a small fall in mid-October (the time of the tirst Pallas’s 
Warbler). The remaining Yellow-broweds were as follows then: Bardsey (Caernar- 
vonshire), one at the light after dark on 26th September; Spurn (Yorkshire), one 
(ringed) from 27th to 30th September, and two others on 14th and 30th October; 
Gibraltar Point (Lincolnshire), one trapped on 28th September; and Portland 
(Dorset), one ringed on 30th September and 1st October. Fair Isle and St. Agnes 
(Isles of Scilly) provided the autumn’s only records of Arctic Warblers (PA. borealis), 
on 21st September and roth October respectively, but a bird which was cither 
Arctic or Greenish (P+. trochiloides) was seen at Spurn during 17th-19th October. 
To the list of Greenish Warblers mentioned last month (p. 456) during the early 
days of September may be added a report of one at Kelling (Norfolk) on the rst, 
and another was identified at Cowplain (Hampshire) on znd October. 

Eleven Icterine Warblers (Hippolais icterina) and cight Melodious Warblers 
(H. polyglotta) have already been mentioned (pp. 406 and 456) and, as usual, the steady 
trickle of these birds continued until late September. In fact, another dozen Icter- 
ines brought the autumn total to quite a handsome figure. To the late August 
reports already listed we can now add two at the Isle of May (Fife) on the 29th; 
and there was one, probably two, at Roweholt near Wimborne (Dorset) on 7th 
September, followed by one at Holme (Norfolk) on the 11th and one at Great Saltee 
(Co. Wexford) on the 13th (probably also the day before). Then at the beginning 
of the main period covered by this summary there was a little spate of records 
during the influx of Scandinavian birds in mid-September. One stayed at Dunge- 
ness (Kent) from 16th to 18th September and was ringed; others were seen at 
Hartlepool (Co, Durham) and Blyth (Northumberland) on 17th and 18th respectively. 
Norfolk then entered the picture again with one at Cley on the 21st and one at 
Holkham on the 23rd; and one was trapped at Gibraltar Point (Lincolnshire) on the 
26th. Finally there were two more observations at Cape Clear Island (Co. Cork) 
on 25th and 28th September, and one was seen at the Sands of Forvie (Aberdeen- 
shire) on sth October. <A bird that may have been either Icterine or Melodious 
was watched at Bradwell (Essex) on 9th September. The half dozen Melodious 
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Warblers were, as is usual in autumn, confined to the south coast and Irish Sea 


area. There was still one at Bardsey (Caernarvonshire) until 5th September and 


one was trapped at Dungeness on the gth. Then came three more records at 
Portland (Dorset) in quick succession, single birds being trapped on 12th and 18th 
and one being seen on the 24th and 25th, the last bringing the autumn total to four 
(as well as two Icterines and one unidentified Hippolais). Meanwhile the third and 
fourth of the autumn at Cape Clear Island appeared there on the 16th and 25th. 

Another very rare species at Fair Isle was a Lanceolated Warbler (Locuste/la /ance- 
olata) trapped there on 4th October, after its presence had first been suspected on 30th 
September. There are only nine previous British records of this species, all but 
two of them at Fair Isle! Nothing like as many Aquatic Warblers (Acrocephalus 
paludicola) were seen this autumn as the 20 or so in 1959 (Brit, Birds, 53: 423-424). 
Nevertheless, at least eight were reported between mid-August and mid-October: 
at Hilfield Park Reservoir (Hertfordshire) on 14th and 15th August; at the Isle of 
May (Fife) on 27th August and again in September; at Titchfield Haven (Hampshire) 
on 4th and 25th September; at Fair Isle between 14th and 18th September; at 
Dungeness (Kent) on 18th September; and at St. Agnes (Isles of Scilly) on gth 
October. 

Coming now to Barred Warblers (Sy/via nisoria), we have already mentioned a 
number of birds in late August (pp. 406 and 456) and to the localities given for that 
period should be added Monks’ House (Northumberland). There was a further 
fall of these birds during the mid-September influx, but apparently only very small 
numbers were involved and most of these were in north-east England. The species 
(single birds unless otherwise stated) was recorded then at Blyth (Northumberland) 
and Dungeness (Kent) on the 17th, at Seaton Sluice (Northumberland) on the 18th 
(two), at the Butt of Lewis (Outer Hebrides) on the 19th and zoth (two, both dead), 
at Skokholm (Pembrokeshire) on the 2oth, at Hartlepool (Co. Durham) on the 21st 
and at Cley (Norfolk) on the 25th. At Fair Isle, where 15 were caught in August 
and September, there were odd ones in mid-September up to the 2oth and then single 
birds on the 23rd and 27th. Three weeks after that, Northumberland entered the 
picture again with a late bird on 18th October at Hartley, near Whitley Bay. Dart- 
ford Warblers (S. undata) are not often recorded on passage and so it seems of interest 
to mention one or two near Prawle Point (Devon) on 13th October and an adult 
male at Portland three days later. 


BLUETHROATS 
After the very small number of Bluethroats (Cyanosy/via svecica) in August and the 
first half of September (). 456), to which should be added single birds at Fordwich 
(Kent) and Selsey Bill (Sussex) on 4th and 11th September respectively, there was 
something of an influx in the third week of September. The ones which appeared 
then formed part of a fairly considerable fall of Scandinavian Passcrines—the only 
notable fall of this type during the autumn—which has been referred to several 
times above in passing because it coincided with the great influx of Little Stints and 
the arrival of a number of birds of prey. It will be more fully dealt with in the next 


number of Bird Migration and it is sufficient for our purposes here to say that it 


consisted of the usual mixture of warblers, Wheatears (Oenanthe oenanthe), Whinchats 
(Saxicola rubetra), Redstarts (Phoenicurus phoenicurus), flycatchers and pipits, with 
smaller numbers of Wrynecks (]ynx sorquilla), Robins (Erithacus rubecula), Red- 
backed Shrikes (Lanius cristatus collurio) and Blucthroats. 

The fall was most marked in north-east England and east Scotland, and so is is 
not surprising that the great majority of the Blucthroats during this period were 
recorded between north Yorkshire and Fair Isle. At Fair Isle the first was noted on 
15th September and three on the 16th were followed by six on the 17th, ten on the 


19th (after a drop on the 18th) and seven on the 2oth, the numbers then dwindling 
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until the last was seen on the 23rd. Reports from elsewhere show a similar pattern. 
Apparently there were no others on the 15th, but on the 16th the species was noted 
at Bamburgh and Newton (two) in Northumberland; at South Gare, Redcar (two) 
and Filey in Yorkshire; and at Cley (Norfolk) and Dungeness (Kent), However, it 
should be added that the Dungeness bird was an adult male of the White-spotted 
form (C. s. cyanecula), whereas those on the east coast were probably all Red-spotted 


(C. s. svecica) and several were in fact identified as such. On the 17th there were four 
at Seaton Sluice and six at Hartley (both Northumberland); one in the Mars 
den: Whitburn area, two at Crimdon Dene, nine at Hartlepool and three at North 
Gare (all Co. Durham); and six at South Gare (the Yorkshire side of ‘Teesmouth). 
Note that this was one of the peak days at Fair Isle. On the 18th the only mainland 
reports were of one at Blyth (Northumberland) and two at Hartlepool, and on the 
r9th just three between Briardene and St. Mary’s Island (Northumberland), apart 
from a first-winter bird at Dungeness. On the zoth two more appeared at Cley, 
and on the 22nd southern counties again came into the picture when an adult male 
Red-spotted was trapped at Northfleet (Kent) and a first-winter bird was caught 
near Poole (Dorset). On the 23rd Spurn, situated at the very southern tip of 
Yorkshire, had what was only its second of the autumn. ‘There was a late Blue 
throat at Cape Clear Island (Co. Cork) on 23rd October. 


FLYCATCHERS AND SHRIKES 

Last month (p. 456) we mentioned that only two Red-breasted Flycatchers (Muscicapa 
parva) had been reported up to the middle of September; in fact, however, there 
was also a male at Spurn (Yorkshire) on 26th August. Then, apart from the two 
common species of flycatchers, quite a few Red-breasted occurred during the big 
fall of Passerines (sce under BLUETHROATS above) in the third week of September. 
On the 16th there was one at Filey (Yorkshire) and on the 17th one at Seaton Sluice 
(Northumberland) and one at Fair Isle, while the 18th saw singles at the Ythan 
Estuary (Aberdeenshire) and the Isle of May (Fife) and two at Fife Ness. However, 
the main fall of this species seems to have taken place later in the month and in early 
October. On the 23rd another appeared at Fair Isle and was ringed. On the 25th 
one was scen at Hartley (Northumberland) and, more unexpected, one at St. 
Catherine’s Point (Isle of Wight). The species occurred at Spurn from 27th 
September to 6th October without a break and during this time two were ringed on 
the 27th while two on sth October included an adult male. There was at least one 
more at the Isle of May about this time, and another at Fife Ness on 30th September 
and ist October, while one stayed at Blakeney Point (Norfolk) for much of the last 
week of September into October. One at Cape Clear (Co. Cork) on 30th September 
was probably the same bird as was seen up to 5th October, having been ringed on 
the 2nd. On 1st October there was one at Tetney (Lincolnshire) and one stayed 
at Hartlepool (Co. Durham) from the 1st to the 3rd. Meanwhile two were seen 
at Gibraltar Point (Lincolnshire) on the 2nd, and one at Holy Island (Northumber- 
land) on the 3rd. Fair Isle then came back into the picture with single birds on 
sth, 7th and 18th October, while other later ones included singles at Spurn on the 
13th and 14th, one right round at St. Agnes (Isles of Scilly) on the 14th, singles at 
Dungeness (Kent) on the toth-22nd and 21st-23rd, and another at Hartlepool on the 
2zznd. The autumn total was thus 35 or more, though this is less than half the 
number recorded in 1959 (cf. Brit Birds, 53: 46-47). 

The only Woodchat Shrike (Lanius senator) to be added to those already mentioned 
(pp. 406 and 456) is a juvenile that was found dead at Great Saltee (Co. Wexford) on 
gth September. A first-winter Lesser Grey Shrike (L. minor) was identified at 
Gibraltar Point on t1th October and there was a probable one near Coxhoe (Co. 
Durham) on the 24th, Gibraltar Point also produced the first Great Grey Shrike 
(L. exeubitor) of the autumn on 18th September and no others were reported at 
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that time. The likelihood that a real influx of this species took place around the 
turn of the month seems high, however, to judge from more or less simultaneous 
reports between 29th September and 3rd October from a number of east coast 
counties from Norfolk north to Yorkshire, Co. Durham, Northumberland and 
Fife, as well as Fair Isle. In the rest of October Great Grey Shrikes (still chiefly in 
east coast counties) appeared to be more numerous and widespread than usual. 


LARKS, PIPITS AND WAGTAILS 
Short-toed Larks (Ca/andrella cinera) were seen in Scotland and Ireland. At Fair Isle 
a typical southern bird stayed from 1st to 10th October, and was overlapped by 
the first of three Eastern-type grey birds which were recorded during the 9th-11th 
and on the 15th and 22nd. ‘The Irish observation was at the North Slob (Co. 
Wexford) on 26th September. 

Three of the less common species of pipits were each represented by several 
observations during the autumn. Red-throated Pipits (Anmshus cervinus) were 
identified only at Fair Isle, on 16th September, from 2nd to 10th October and from 
22nd to 27th October, the second of these three birds being trapped and ringed. 
Norfolk provided the only two Richard’s Pipits (A. richardi) reported in September 

at Cley on the 19th and at Gore Point, Hunstanton, on the 25th-26th—but two 
others appeared elsewhere in October, at Brean Down (Somerset) on the 16th and 
at Fair Isle from the 21st to the 23rd. Three Tawny Pipits (A. campestris) in early 
September (p. 456) were followed by a number of other reports in Sussex and Kent 
later that month. At Selsey Bill (Sussex) a pattern of one on the 17th and at least 
three on the 18th agreed very closely with the picture at Langney Point 50 or 6 
miles further east in the same county: there was also one on the 17th and then two 
on the 18th and 19th, as well as another on a different part of the Crumbles on the 
last of these three days. ‘There was then a gap until the following week-end when 
on the 24th an adult and an immature were respectively identified at Reculver and 
Yalding (both Kent), after which there was again one at Langney Point on the 25th 
and 27th. 

A first-winter Ycllow-headed Wagtail (Mo/saci/la citreola) was again recognised at 
Fair Isle from 17th to 22nd October; this species was added to the British and Irish 
list in autumn 1954 when two young birds appeared at the same place (Brit. Birds, 
48: 26-29). An adult male Grey-headed Wagtail (M. fara thunbergi) was watched at 
Selsey Bill on 18th September, at the time of the Tawny Pipits there. 


SISKINS AND OTHER IRRUPTION SPECIES 

On 16th September, at the time when so many other species were beginning to 
appear on the coasts of north-east England and Scotland, Siskins (Cardue/is spinus) 
started to pour into the same general areas and numbers rapidly reached high pro 
portions. At Fair Isle ten on the 16th were followed by 21 on the 17th; the figure 
had risen to 40 by the 2oth and to 85 by the 22nd, after which the numbers dropped 
away to only a handful by the end of the month and odd ones until 15th October 
In north-east England the first ones were noted in the area of Newton and Seahouses 


(Northumberland) during the carly afternoon of 16th September and by 4 p.m. the 


specics was widespread and numerous; 16 were caught together in a single mist-net 
at Newton. The birds remained plentiful there until at least the 19th and they were 
also noted as common near-by on the Farne Islands at this time. Meanwhile, not 


far away at Craster “every bush and shrub seemed to contain a few” on the 18th 
That day, too, and to a lesser extent on the 17th, flocks of 30-1 were reported at 
various localities further south in Northumberland and in Co. Durham and north 
Yorkshire. In most cases these had dropped right away by the 19th and it is perhaps 
significant that a heavy passage started that day at Spurn (Yorkshire) where a few 
had been noted since the 17th: the peaks of the passage there were 167 on the roth, 
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244 on the 21st, 140 on the 22nd and 97 on the 25th, after which there was a tremen- 
dous drop and the maximum in the following fortnight was only about 25 on 2nd 
October. At Gibraltar Point (Lincolnshire), meanwhile, a heavy south-west 
movement was noted during zoth-2znd September and small numbers began to 
appear in other areas as far west as Nottinghamshire and Warwickshire and as far 
south as Hampshire and Sussex during the 21st-25th, while on the 25th five arrived 
at the Butt of Lewis (Outer Hebrides). There were many in the area of Minsmere 
(Suffolk) by this time, and flocks on the Norfolk coast at the end of September 
included 350 at Winterton and 300 at Kelling. Only small numbers remained in 
north Lincolnshire at the end of September and in early October. By 1st October 
flocks of 35 were in Derbyshire/Leicestershire, and by the znd the species was well 
distributed in the Norfolk and Suffolk Brecklands and the first ones had reached 
Gloucestershire. About sth October Siskins began to be reported moving over 
London during early morning watches there, reaching a peak about the 1oth-11th 
and possibly again about the 15th. By 1oth-12th October a good many inland 
English counties were referring to “large numbers”. 

Though quite unconnected with Siskins, two or three other species might briefly 
be mentioned here because they are also prone to erupt from their breeding areas 
when their numbers exceed the food supply. It is perhaps to be hoped that Wax- 
wings (Bombycilla garrulus) will give us a rest from any real invasion this winter 
since the analysis of the recent series of irruptions is still unpublished! However, 
we note that in October odd ones appeared at Fair Isle from the 14th, and the first 
flocks in Roxburghshire and East Lothian and a few down in Kent on the 30th-3 rst. 
Secondly, our own population of Bearded Tits (Panurus biarmicus) in Norfolk and 
Suffolk is again showing signs of breaking out (cf. Brit. Birds, 53: 422-423). Obser- 
vers in several localities in early October reported a restlessness among these birds 
similar to that noted in the autumn of 1959, and later in the month parties of between 
two and six appeared at four localities in Essex—Foulness, Mucking, Walthamstow 
and Bishop’s Stortford (the last just on the Essex side of this Hertfordshire town); 
one of two at Foulness was killed by a Great Grey Shrike. Thus it may well be 
worth watching for these birds again in reed-beds almost anywhere in the country. 
Finally, small numbers of Blue and Great Tits (Parus caeruleus and major) were 
reported on the move at several localities in the south and south-east during Septem- 
ber and October, while the numbers of Long-tailed Tits (Aegithalos caudatus) have 
caused comment from Yorkshire to London and Kent and from Cheshire and 
Staffordshire to Devon, as well as in several areas in W Scotland. 


OTHER FINCHES AND BUNTINGS 

Scarlet Grosbeaks (Carpodacus erythrinus) continued to be reported from Fair Isle 
where there were one or two on most days during September and there were two 
more observations elsewhere (cf. p. 456), at the Isle of May (Fife) on 1st September 
and at Spurn (Yorkshire) on 1st October. 

Buntings have included two or three Rustic (Emberiza rustica), eight or nine Little 
(E. pusilla), two Red-headed (E. bruniceps) and a sprinkling of Ortolans (F. Aortulana). 
At Fair Isle there was at least one Rustic Bunting on 22nd-23rd September and what 
was probably a new arrival on the 27th, after which one appeared at St. Agnes 
(Isles of Scilly) on 7th October, Apart from two at Cape Clear Island (Co. Cork) 
on 11th September and one in north Norfolk at the end of that month, Fair Isle 
also provided all the Little Buntings, on 7th-1oth September (trapped), 14th-15th 
September (trapped), 27th September (two, one staying to 30th), znd October (one) 
and 14th-16th October (trapped). The Red-headed Buntings, adult males as usual, 
were at the Isle of May on 28th August and at Portland on roth, 22nd and 23rd 
September. Very few Ortolans had been repor.ed when we came to write the 
previous summary (p. 456), but in addition to the eight or so mentioned then observa- 
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tions of some 16 or more further individuals have now reached us. On 28th 
August (when, as we have already noted, there were three on Fair Isle), two appeared 
on the Isle of May and one was seen at Beal (Nothumberland). A few, but only a 
few, took part in the influx of Passerines in the third week of September, about 
which time there was one at Bardsey (Caernarvonshire) during the 14th-16th, 
three at Cley on the 17th, one or two at Fair Isle during the 17th-23rd, one at 
Skokholm (Pembrokeshire) on the 24th and one at Beachy Head (Sussex) on the 
25th. Later there was something of an influx at Cape Clear Island in the first week 
of October with one on the 1st, two on the 2nd, one on the 3rd, four on the 4th, 
three (including an adult male) on the sth and one on the 7th; meanwhile an 
immature was seen at Portland on the 2nd. 

There was a considerable influx of Lapland Buntings (Ca/carius lapponicus) in the 
second week of September, reaching a peak in the middle of the month. At Fair 
Isle the first ones were noted on the 6th, the numbers rising quickly to 18 by the 
gth and about 90 by the 13th-14th; fluctuations followed up to the 25th, when 
there were 40, and then there was a decrease so that the most reported in October 
was ten on the 4th. Parties were seen in western Ireland and there the pattern was 
very similar: at Erris Head (Co. Mayo), for example, the first ones appeared on the 
gth and the total rose to 24 by the 11th. In England and Wales, as is usual with 
this species, the numbers were smaller and later. Odd birds were seen on the east 
coast from Northumberland to Norfolk and in the south from Dorset to Cornwall 
and the Isles of Scilly, and also Pembrokeshire and Co, Cork. 


REDWINGS AND FIRECRESTS 
For want of anywhere better to include it, we open this section with a very interesting 
observation of a female Red-flanked Bluetail (Tarsiger cyanurus) at Hartley (Northum- 
berland) on 16th October—the very same time when three other mainly Siberian 
species appeared on Fair Isle (Yellow-headed Wagtail) and in Essex (Pallas’s Warbler) 
and Cheshire (Sharp-tailed Sandpiper) (see above). There are only two or three 
previous British records of this colourful bird. 

The first autumn immigrant Redwing (Turdus musicus) to be reported was one at 
Blakeney Point (Norfolk) on 1st September. On 28th September the big numbers 
really started to arrive. That day and on the next two there was a large fall of 
Redwings—many places noted “hundreds”—all down the east coast from Fair 
Isle to north Kent and there were also odd ones in south Kent at this time. 

Several particularly interesting observations make it clear that a lot of Redwings 
came to grief then. Between Sutton-on-Sea (Lincolnshire) and Minsmere (Suffolk) 
there were seven or eight reports of Redwings being found dead along the tide- 
line. At Southwold (Suffolk), for example, no less than 42 corpses were counted 
in one small areca on 30th September and two days later, on 2nd October, as many 
as 70 and 90 respectively were found along the shore at Sutton-on-Sea and Gibraltar 
Point (Lincolnshire). In north Norfolk at the end of September some of the in- 
“only just able to reach the first clumps of 
marram or sea-buckthorn” and it was possible to pick a number of them up. It 
appears that there must have been a considerable disaster at that time and we should 


coming Redwings were described as 


be very interested to hear of any other evidence of a “wreck” of these birds. 
Firecrests are now regular spring and autumn migrants in small numbers, but it is 
interesting to look at the general pattern for this period at Dungeness (Kent) and 
Portland (Dorset), the two places where this species is most often recorded. At 
Dungeness there were odd birds from 16th September onwards and then an influx 
of six on the 29th; some were then present throughout October, with a maximum 
of ten on the 23rd. At Portland there was one on 18th September and then none 
until the 28th when there were nine; the numbers then dropped during the next 
three days until there was a new influx of at least eight on the afternoon of 2nd 
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October, followed by decreasing numbers again up to at least the roth. There 
were several other reports of Firecrests in Kent and East Anglia in early October 
and on the 2nd single ones appeared as far north as Gibraltar Point (Lincolnshire) 
and Spurn (Yorkshire), the latter staying until the 3rd. 


SWIFTS AND HOOPOES 

A considerable number of observations of October Swifts (Apus apus) and other 
late summer-visitors will be summarised next month, with one or two other subjects 
that have had to be held over. Three Alpine Swifts (A. me/ba) were reported during 
the period under review. The first was at Dungeness (Kent) on 7th September 
and the other two were a month later, at Portishead (Somerset) on 2nd October and 
by the South Stack, Holyhead (Anglesey), on the 8th. 

Finally, we should perhaps just draw attention to the remarkably poor autumn 
that it was in general for Hoopoes (Upupa epops), even though in early September 
two were reported as far north as Edinburgh and Pitlochry (Perthshire). To take 
the extremes of the south coast, the area where most are usually seen: not one was 
reported from Kent in September or October and not one was recorded at St. 
Agnes (Isles of Scilly) in the whole autumn. 


Exhibition by contemporary bird painters 


AT THE SUGGESTION of the Reading Ornithological Club, the 
Reading Art Gallery has made its rooms available for an exhibition of 
contemporary bird paintings. This Exhibition was opened by Field 
Marshal Viscount Alanbrooke, K.G., G.C.B., O.M., on Saturday 
26th November and will last until Saturday 24th December. It has 
been organised by a special committee, the members of which are 
Eric Ennion, Robert Gillmor (Hon. Secretary, Reading Ornithological 
Club), T. L. Gwatkin (Director, Reading Museum and Art Gallery), 
Peter Scott, Keith Shackleton and Maurice Bradshaw (Secretary, Art 
Exhibitions Bureau). The Art Exhibitions Bureau is handling the 
collection of the pictures (and, incidentally, will take part of the 
exhibition on tour next year). All are welcome and it is hoped that 
as many people as possible will visit the exhibition to make it a success. 

This is the first exhibition ever to bring together the work of living 
British bird painters; invitations were also sent to a number of 
American and Continental bird artists and, altogether, more than 
thirty artists are represented by up to six works each. The pictures 
exhibited cover a wide range of techniques from large oil paintings 
and watercolours to original prints. There is also a separate docu- 
mented section to show how the bird artist gathers his material with 
sketches, habitat studies and notes. It is not intended on this occasion 
to cover the fields of pure illustration, but that might well be a subject 
for a future show as it is hoped that this year’s event will lead to the 


formation of a society of bird painters which would hold further 
exhibitions. 
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Report on bird-ringing for 1959* 


By Robert Spencer 


Ringing Officer, B.T.O. 


AFTER THE MODEST INCREASE of 1958, the 1959 total of 242,325 
birds ringed represents a great leap forward. Only once before, 
in 1957, has there been an annual increment of more than 40,000 and a 
particularly satisfactory feature of this latest increase is that a large 
proportion of it (28.6%) is made up of nestlings. As might be 
expected, colonial sea-birds such as Herring Gull and Sandwich Tern 
contribute greatly to this, as do Blue Tit and Great Tit, but there 
has also been a distinct upward trend in the ringing of nestlings of many 
other species. It may be that these figures do no more than reflect 
the easy breeding conditions of a gracious summer, but the recoveries 
of birds marked as nestlings are generally so much more informative 
than those of birds ringed when free-flying that any increase is welcome, 
whatever the cause. 

Birds of 223 species were ringed during the year, the following six 
of them for the first time: Mandarin Duck (I. M. Walker), Black-tailed 
Godwit (Wash Wader-Ringing Group and Major-General C. B. 
Wainwright), Great Reed Warbler (Dungeness), Booted Warbler (Fair 
Isle), Red-throated Pipit (Lundy) and Song Sparrow, Melospiza melodia 
(Fair Isle). The last-mentioned constituted the first European record 
of this North American species, while the ringing of the Red-throated 
Pipit means that all the pipits on the British list now feature in our 
tables. The list of species ringed since the inception of the scheme 
has been added to annually since 1945 and now stands at 286. 

Readers who browse among the columns of Table II will note many 
figures which reflect the 1959 pattern of migration and the growing 
effectiveness of trapping techniques. The totals of 49 Barred Warblers 

*This is the twenty-third report issued on behalf of the Bird-Ringing Committee, 
and is a publication of the British Trust for Ornithology. For the twenty-second 
report see Brit, Birds, 52: 441-492. 
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and 30 Red-breasted Flycatchers, for example, are another confirma- 
tion of the impression, generally gained at the time, that it was a 
noteworthy autumn for these species and are a measure, too, of how 
widely our nets are spread. The large numbers of waders were ringed 
partly as a result of experimental trapping techniques and partly as a 
result of growing proficiency with mist-nets. It was mist-nets, too, 
that were mainly responsible for the big total of Sand Martins caught. 
In a few seasons this species has climbed from a lowly position to fifth 
place in the table of numbers ringed annually and is producing such 
informative recoveries that it has been made the subject of the Trust’s 
first ringing enquiry. Under this scheme, free rings are available to 
ringers concentrating on Sand Martins and it is hoped that this will 
lead *o more ringers interesting themselves in the species and so to an 
increase in the recovery rate. A similar project seeks to foster the 
ringing of Razorbills and Guillemots in Scotland, an impressive series 
of recoveries in Norway having encouraged the view that the northerly 
colonics of these species are worthy of special attention. Finally, in 
ofte:.ag free rings for Scottish Manx Shearwaters, the Committee 
wished to draw attention to the much neglected northern colonies 
whose relationship with the well-worked Irish Sea colonies remain 
unknown. This departure from the rule that ringers must pay for all 
the rings they use was made possible by an offer of financial assistance 
from the main funds of the Trust. 

Table I reveals that more birds were recovered in the six years 195 4- 
1959 than in the whole of the preceding 45 years and that over a tenth 
of the total number of recoveries relate to 1959 alone. There is thus a 
considerable volume of material to select from and, thanks to the 
generosity of the publishers, this report is the longest so far produced. 
In some species, such as Shag and Kittiwake, a condensed method of 
presentation has been adopted at the expense of a slight loss of detail. 
The space thus saved has been used to illustrate some of the notable 
recoveries—easily overlooked in the wealth of data—by means of 
maps (pages 484-485 and 495). Attention may also be drawn to 
Pochard, White-fronted Goose, Great Skua, Razorbill, Guillemot, 
Song Thrush, Redwing, Blackbird, Robin, Goldfinch and Linnet— 
species which have all produced fine series of recoveries. Among 
individual records of interest may be mentioned the Teal from the 
Hebrides in south Wales, the Water Rail ringed on passage at Dunge- 
ness and recovered in Ireland, the first British-ringed Lapwing reported 
from Sweden and the Fair Isle Bluethroat ringed on spring passage 
and recovered four days later in Belgium. The recovery of a Dunnock 
in Germany will surely give fresh inspiration to those ringers who, 
encouraged by the oversimplified criteria for the Continental race 
given in The Handbook, faithfully examine the wing formula of each 
specimen caught. 
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FINANCE 

The Nature Conservancy renewed its support of the Ringing Scheme 
by giving a contract for a further five years, from 1st April 1959. 
The new contract provided a grant at a higher level, thus making 
possible the appointment of a fourth member of the staff. This was 
most opportune for, with the great increase in ringing and recoveries, 
the work at headquarters was in danger of getting out-of-hand. A 
grant of {100 from the main funds of the Trust enabled refurnishing 
of the office to be undertaken, and the publishers of British Birds made 
their annual grant of £25. All other expenses were met from the sale 
of rings. 

Full accounts for 1959 have been published in the Annual Report 
of the British Trust for Ornithology. 


COMMITTEE 

The members of the Bird-Ringing Committee on 31st December 1959 
were Sir Landsborough Thomson (Chairman), Miss E. P. Leach, 
J. S. Ash, Hugh Boyd, E. J. M. Buxton, J. C. Coulson, C. D. T. 
Minton, J. D. Macdonald (representing the Trustees of the British 
Museum), G. R. Mountfort, C. A. Norris, Major-General C. B. 
Wainwright and George Waterston; D. R. Wilson, R. K. Cornwallis 


and E. R. Parrinder (ex offciis); and Robert Spencer (Secretary). 


STAFF 

Robert Spencer, J. L. F. Parslow (until 31st August), R. W. Hudson, 
Miss Anne Schramm and Mrs. K. E. I. Barham (from 1st November). 
Miss E. P. Leach, in an honorary capacity, had charge of all reports of 
rings from foreign schemes. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Grateful acknowledgement is made to the Trustees for accommodation 
at the British Museum (Natural History) and for permission to use the 
address of the museum on rings; to the Nature Conservancy for the 
financial support which alone makes it possible for the scheme to 
operate at its present level; and to H. F. and G. Witherby Ltd. for 
their annual grant. At the museum J. D. Macdonald and the staff 
of the Bird Room have helped us readily with many enquiries. Miss 
E. P. Leach, as in previous years, was an ever-present help in times of 
need. Derek Goodwin, A. G. Hurrell, Dr. W. Rydzewski and Mrs. 
G. Trust once again kindly helped with translations. 
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PUBLICATIONS IN 1959 
The following analyses have been published: 
M. J. Goodacre (1959): “The origin of winter visitors to the British Isles. 
1. Blackbird (Turdus merula)”. Bird Study, 6: 37-50. 
M. J. Goodacre (1959): “The origin of winter visitors to the British Isles. 
2. Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs)”, Bird Study, 6: 102-108. 
M. J. Goodacre (1959): “The origin of winter visitors to the British Isles. 
3. Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla)”. Bird Study, 6: 108-111. 
M. J. Goodacre (1959): “The origin of winter visitors to the British Isles. 
4. Starling (Surnus vulgaris)”. Bird Siudy, 6: 180-192. 


a 


The following papers make use of recoveries of the scheme: 
D. G. Andrew (1959): “Migrations of the Oystercatcher”. Brit. Birds, 52: 
216-219. 
J. C. Coulson and E. White (1959): “‘The post-fledging mortality of the Kitti 
wake”. Bird Study, 6: 97-102. 
R. Spencer (1959): “Progress and prospects in ringing’. Ibis, 101: 416-424. 





Table I 
NUMBERS OF BIRDS RINGED AND RECOVERED 
Ringed Recovered 
Juv.| Adult Pullus* Total Total 
1959 .. $e so - SRghe7 57,488 242,325 6,949 
1958 .. 7 xo 869 084 45,421 200,835 6,374 
8087... ea .. 137,060 49,286 186,346 5,497 
1956 .. ii .. 104,665 40,069 144,734 4,808 
5983... ea 90,585 35,718 126,303 4,063 
1954 (1.10.§3-31.12.54)f 77,809 36,684 114,493 3,043 
ee oss ‘és 63,318 3§,199 98,517 
19§2.. a - 56,867 39,459 96,326 © 
1951 .. - +» 49,364 36,379 85,743 S 
19§O.. - a 42,112 33,994 76,106 © 
— 
1949 .. “si ee 27,496 29,965 57,461 ~ 
1948 .. oa i 18,413 20,911 39,324 7 
Grand total ringed 
1909-1959 ps WF , is és a 2,256,792 
Grand total recovered 


1909-1959 -2 ia a “ ae eo 60,788 








*An explanation of the term pul/us or pull. appears on page 467. 
+The ringing year formerly began on 1st October, but in 1954 it was decided to 


make it coincide with the calendar year and there was accordingly a “‘year” of 
15 months. 
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Table II 
RINGING AND RECOVERY TOTALS TO 31.12.§9 
(Compiled by R. W. Hudson) 





Ringed —-Recovered— 
1959 Grand Grand 
Juv.| Adult Pullus total total 1959 total 


Little Grebe zs . 18 - 18 160 2 9 
Leach’s Petrel a 64 65 860 I 5 
Storm Petrel a =o 708 726 5,577 2 14 
Manx Shearwater .. Se 5,690 86,496 65 945 
Fulmar Ze Le ea 184 4,842 12 67 
Gannet a dis aa 178 20,648 gI 863 
Cormorant .. : =e 4 4,710 64 1,130 
Shag na ce ek 166 8,439 71 815 
Heron - hs ta 2 4,274 39 644 
Mallard de ‘ - 4,137 } 28,445 845 

Teal és bia i 3,979 28,702 

Garganey .. . - 25 133 

Gadwall .. ; = 3 135 

Wigeon as = i 50 2,059 

Pintail es - oo 22 - z $17 

Shoveler .. cP ee 460 

Tufted Duck ei - 47 876 

Pochard .. si - 19 198 

Eider aa is = 1,400 

Shelduck .. i ue 32 850 

Grey Lag Goose .. ni 562 

White-fronted Goose = 685 

Pink-footed Goose is 11,820 

Canada Goose ‘ _ 1,144 

Mute Swan 2 ov 937 

Buzzard... oF ts 952 

Sparrowhawk 7 - 1,321 

Marsh Harrier es i 118 

Hen Harrier - 7 403 

Montagu’s Harrier ee 219 

Peregrine .. < Xe 167 

Merlin he ar nm 5 600 

Kestrel a8 - i c C 2,410 

Red Grouse Me - - 1,528 

Partridge .. a Fe . 105 

Water Rail .. ee - - 404 

Corncrake .. can ae 711 

Moorhen .. said ba 5,000 

Coot aa a - 1,600 

Oystercatcher cn ee 6,135 

Lapwing .. me me 69,892 

Ringed Plover - iad 4,166 

Little Ringed Plover Sa 255 

Golden Plover Y - 553 

Turnstone .. - his 463 

Snipe is ~" - 4,361 
Jack Snipe .. va ' - 227 
Woodcock .. ay bi 5,670 
Curlew a a is 6,542 
Green Sandpiper .. im 106 
Common Sandpiper vi 3,697 
Redshank .. vi az 5,409 
Knot - a be - 158 
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wane Ringec: - ——Recovered 
1959 Grad Grand 
Juv.| Adult Pullus total total 1959 total 
Dunlin os aa ei 1,746 11 1,757 3,712 9 37 
Curlew Sandpiper .. os 55 55 100 
Sanderling ai a 24 24 128 2 4 
Ruff - és se 28 - 28 135 2 4 
Stone Curlew ia 7 2 2 356 1 19 
Arctic Skua ue 7 12 103 115 gi2 2 
Great Skua 4 434 438 2,067 > 48 
Great Black- backed Gull . 42 411 453 2,680 34 15§ 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 54 1,518 1,572 23,389 87 975 
Herring Gull at ‘ 136 2,979 3,115 27,677 114 1,034 
Common Gull a She $5 77 132 4,451 x 181 
Black-headed Gull. we 285 3,193 3,478 47,753 255 2,339 
Kittiwake .. , ; 198 1,689 1,887 13,607 41 256 
Common Tern a” an 84 1,672 1,756 29,949 19 573 
Arctic Tern ke “ms 292 1,349 1,641 16,430 7 205 
Roseate Tern - ta 7 540 $47 3,630 4 29 
Little Tern .. aus ‘ 10 115 125 1,936 4 26 
Sandwich Tern ~ me 9 3,393 3,402 34,495 52 572 
Razorbill .. om ma 158 431 589 10,424 22 291 
Guillemot .. a a 10§ 313 418 7,200 23 248 
Black Guillemot .. ny 19 37 56 555 ~ 5 
Puffin ‘a ts ee 620 355 975 13,257 5 7 
Stock Dove “ ia ® 56 64 1,994 16 140 
Rock Dove.. ‘ia ‘ 3 3 113 I 5 
Woodpigeon ; “ 55 291 346 7,068 38 483 
Turtle Dove , 34 31 65 ist? 6 56 
Cuckoo er na - $9 23 82 1,858 3 48 
Barn Owl .. ‘ ‘is 13 34 47 1,233 14 172 
Little Owl .. da : 14 40 54 1,538 10 129 
Tawny Owl ae i 11 go 101 2,566 7 174 
Long-eared Owl .. me 9 1c 19 496 26 
Short-eared Owl .. - 3 21 24 378 2 28 
Nightjar .. me . 8 19 27 424 I 9 
Swift ee of i 1,132 112 1,244 8,793 53 191 
Kingfisher .. - 118 6 124 1,047 2 41 
Green Woodpecker 40 40 435 2 14 
Great Spx rtted Woox ipec ker 71 71 769 3 34 
Wryneck .. 13 13 556 I 11 
Woodlark .. ; 18 18 391 2 
Skylark ; : 347 203 550 8,426 3 57 
Swallow ‘ 3,7 3,849 7,549 90,29 44 OI 
House Martin 5 : ,266 39 1,305 20,634 10 1§2 
Sand Martin ; 9,66 78 9,738 28,775 64 119 
Raven ‘ 34 34 793 3 77 
Carrion Hooded C row ; 2 108 128 3,622 12 216 
Rook ¥ - - 115 45 565 9,533 68 608 
Jackdaw... on a 18 234 414 9,617 38 519 
Magpie - ‘ ‘a 4° 106 146 3,020 8 128 
Jay .. we i i 65 41 106 1,795 12 129 
Chough 3 a3 ea 6 2 26 242 2 10 
Great Tit .. + be 4,110 2,5¢ 6,610 50,960 117 836 
Bine Tit .«. ~ ie 10,607 3,641 14,248 107,286 274 1,995 
Coal Tit .. ie = 345 298 643 6,496 4 83 
Marsh mk as ee 329 49 378 2,128 20 
Willow Tit va - 58 2 60 307 
Long-tailed Tit .. zie 44 440 1,538 2 10 
Bearded Tit aa oa 192 192 241 
Nuthatch .. - we 95 95 190 2,133 8 56 
Treecreeper ee os 143 40 183 1,583 3 





Wren 

Dipper P 
Mistle Thrush 
Fieldfare 
Song Thrush 
Redwing 
Ring Ouzel 
Blackbird 
Wheatear 
Stonechat 
Whinchat 
Redstart 
Black Redstart 
Nightingale 
Bluethroat 
Robin 


Grasshopper ‘Warbler 


Reed Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 
Blackcap.. 
Barred Warbler 
Garden Warbler 
Whitethroat . 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Willow Warbler 
Chiffchaff 

Wood Warbler 
Goldcrest 

Firecrest : es 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Pied Flycatcher 
Dunnock 

Meadow Pipit 
Tree Pipit .. “ 
Rock/Water Pipit 
Pied/White Wagtail 
Grey Wagtail + 
Yellow Wagtail ssp. 
Waxwing 
Red-backed Shrike 
Starling 

Hawfinch 
Greenfinch . . 
Goldfinch 

Siskin 

Linnet 

Twite 

Redpoll 

Bullfinch 

Crossbill 

Chaffinch 
Brambling .. 
Yellowhammer 
Corn Bunting 

Cirl Bunting 

Reed Bunting 
Snow Bunting 
House Sparrow 
Tree Sparrow 
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Juv.| Adult 


1,943 
74 
340 
10§ 
§,209 
1,088 
69 
13,015 
1,134 
357 
436 
637 
33 
59 
23 
6,074 
107 
771 
554 
49 
266 
5,231 
253 
4,085 
1,907 
10 
2,123 
51 
599 
561 
5,490 
2,668 
114 
785 
1,856 
14! 
1,136 


Ringed 


Pullus 


37 
293 
246 

2,474 


47 


47 





1959 
total 
1,980 
367 
586 
10§ 
7,743 
1,088 
116 
16,622 
1,369 
404 
$62 
947 
37 
23 
6,963 
116 
g18 
2,281 
575 
49 
415 
§,614 
263 
5,598 
1,9§I 
Lie) 
2,123 
§1 
949 
1,409 
6,17 
2,967 
162 
8s1 
2,322 
241 
1,308 
84 
144 
23,175 
8 
7,620 
1,244 


172 


1,227 
149 

6 
2,227 
480 
16,076 
3,389 


Grand 
total 
12,146 
4,324 
9,839 
942 
16,509 
5,503 
1,563 
170,096 
14,079 
2,570 
5,556 
11,283 
567 
3,453 
145 
71,255 
651 
4,202 
11,435 
3,645 
1§9 
4,399 
49,470 
2,409 
§1,792 
10,§74 
2,149 
4,993 
1g! 
10,840 
13,295 
48,899 
22,23§ 
3,579 
7,125 
18,807 
2,445 
8,540 
113 
2,084 
253,030 
185 
79,486 
3,643 
310 
32,803 
1,989 
1,§22 
5,087 
198 
76,735 
3,865 
13,774 
796 
163 
11,698 
2,109 
84,896 
11,172 


— Recovered— 
Grand 
1959 total 
16 64 
I 48 
23 266 
3 24 
266 2,869 
19 64 
26 
5,616 
62 
14 
20 
45 
13 
13 





SPECIES OF WHICH LESS THAN 
(1959 total, grand total, 1959 recoveries and grand total recoveries 


Black-throated Diver 
Great Northern Diver 
Red-throated Diver 
Great Crested Grebe 
Red-necked Grebe . . 
Slavonian Grebe 
Wilson’s Petrel 
Little Bittern 

Bittern 

Red-crested Pochard 
Scaup 

Mandarin Duck 
Goldeneye 
Long-tailed Duck 
Velvet Scoter 
Common Scoter 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Goosander 

Smew ~ 

Brent Goose 
Barnacle Goose 
Whooper Swan 
Golden Eagle 
Hobby : 
Red-footed F alcon i 
Black Grouse 
Capercaillie .. 
Red-legged Partridge 
Quail 

Pheasant 

Spotted Crake 
Kentish Plover 
Grey Plover 
Dotterel 

Whimbrel 
Black-tailed Godwit_ 
Bar-tailed Godwit .. 
Wood Sandpiper .. 
Spotted Redshank .. 
Greenshank 

Purple Sandpiper 
Little Stint 
Temminck’s Stint 


White-rumped Sandpiper : 


Pectoral Sandpiper 
Western Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted S: ae 
Avocet 

Grey Phalar« ype , 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Glaucous Gull 

Little Gull 

Black Tern 
Gull-billed Tern 
Little Auk .. 
Collared Dove 

Scops Owl 

Snowy Owl 


+ 


BRITISH BIRDS 


are given in that order) 


2 
2 
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os 


nw 
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94 


40 
49 
13 
70 
70 


96 
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pwn He 


Hoopoe 


Lesser Spotted W oodpecker 


Short-toed Lark 
Shore Lark .. 
Golden Oriole 
Crested Tit .. 
Black-throated Thrush 
American Robin 
Siberian Thrush ; 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Desert Wheatear 
Black-eared Wheatear 
Pied Wheatear 
Thrush Nightingale 
Lanceolated Warbler 
Pallas’s Grasshopper 
Warbler 
Great Reed W arbler 
Marsh Warbler 
Paddyfield Warbler 
Aquatic Warbler .. 
Thick-billed Warbler 
Melodious Warbler 
Icterine Warbler 
Olivaceous Warbler 
Booted Warbler 
Orphean Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler . . 
Dartford Warbler 
Greenish Warbler 
Bonelli’s Warbler 
Arctic Warbler , 
Yellow-browed Warbler 
Pallas’s Warbler 
Yellowthroat 7 
Northern Waterthrush 
Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Richard’s Pipit 
Tawny Pipit 
Pechora Pipit ' 
Red-throated Pipit .. 
Yellow-headed Wagtail 
Great Grey Shrike .. 
Lesser Grey Shrike 
Woodchat Shrike 
Rose-coloured Starling 
Baltimore Oriole 
Summer Tanager 
Scarlet Grosbeak 
Pine Grosbeak nw 
Black-headed Bunting 
Red-headed Bunting 


Ycllow-breasted Bunting 


Ortolan Bunting 
Rustic Bunting 
Little Bunting 
Song Sparrow 
Lapland Bunting 
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Table III 


AND DISTRIBUTION OF RINGERS (as at 31.12.59) 


NUMBERS 


ENGLAND 
County 
Bedfordshire oh ae 2 - 
Berkshire .. ae Ta? ee 
Buckinghamshire . . oe 
Cambridgeshire .. om I 
Cheshire 

Cornwall 

Cumberland 

Derbyshire. . 

Devonshire 

Dorset 

Durham 

Essex ° 

Gloucestershire 

Hampshire 

Heretordshire 

Hertfordshire 

Kent 

Lancashire 

Leicestershire 

Lincolnshire 

London ° 

Middlesex . . 

Norfolk ‘ 
Northamptonshire 
Northumberland 

Nottinghamshire .. 

Oxfordshire 

Shropshire 

Somerset 

Staffordshire 

Suffolk 

Surrey 

Sussex 5 

Warwickshire 

Westmorland 

Wiltshire 

Worcestershire 


rO RINGERS’ 


H. E, Axell 

. M.S. Arnott 
. S. Ash 

. W. Allen 

. W. Arthur 

. Boddington 
i. Balfour 

7, A. Bak 
Beven 

s. C. Byford 

A. Benington 
A. S. Borrett 
. S. Bailey 

. B. Bagenal 

. W. Cundall 
Cambridge Bird Club 


KEY 


HEA 
JMSA 
ISA 
IWA 
RWA 
DB 
EB 
FAB 
GB 
GCB 
JAB 
JASB 
RSB 
TBB 
AWC i 
CBC 


—h 
eed 


a eet ee 


ae eee 


2 


wn NN Nw 


Category of permit 
f C Total 


2 
17 
* 
9 
23 
2 
4 


a 
13 
12 
§o 
14 


2 
2 


1§ 


22 
10 
12 
21 
18 
12 

5 
10 

8 


INITIALS IN 


FOR 1959 


Yorkshire .. 
Isle of Man 


SCOTLAND Category of permit 
County A B C Total 
Aberdeenshire 2 2 
Angus oe ; ai I 
Ayrshire 
Berwickshire 
Bute PF 
Dumfries-shire 
Fife ‘ 
Inverness-shire 
Kirkcudbright 
Lanarkshire 
Midlothian. . 
Orkney 
Ross-shire . . 
Shetland 
Stirlingshire 
Sutherland 
Wigtownshire 


OnNnWN™“4A NK NWN 
JIANeKY NN KD 


“ese NNN HS NN 


WALES Category of permit 
Count) i BC Total 
Breconshire I 2 
Caernarvonshire 

Denbighshire 

Flintshire 

Glamorgan ~ - 

Pembrokeshire .. =e 2 2 I 5 


IRELAND Category of permit 
Count) A B C Total 
Antrim a aie 3 
Down ee % oe 4 
Dublin 2 
Kildare I 


LIST OF 


CLC the late C. L. Collenette 
DBC Dingle Bird Club 
EC E. Cohen 
JAC Jj. A. Cantley 
1cC }. C. Coulson 
MJC M. J. Cowlard 
RC R. Chislett 
RPC R. P. Cockbain 
WSC the late W. S. Cowin 
AD A. Darlington 
EAGD A; he Duffey 
GD G. Downey 
GAD G. A, Dangerfield 
PRE P. R. Evans 
WIE W. J. Eggeling 
JF J. Fisher 


RECOVERIES BELOW 





JEF 
|KF 
MAFF 


ROMF 
FGG 
GRG 

jJGa 
JG 
DFH 
HGH 
MPH 
NH 
RFH 
WH 
RJJ 
JEK 
LK 
RAFK 
HL 
JL 
RL 
ATM 

BAEM 
CLM 
GRM 
JMM 

JRM 
PPM 
JBN 
ABO 
BBO 
BrBO 
CBO 
DBO 
GFO 
MHBO 


SABO 
SBO 
SKBO 
AP 
ACP 
DP 
EGP 
EMP 
FIP 
HP 
IJP 
IVBP 
LAP 
MJHP 
WMP 
DAR 
JR 
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J. E. Flynn 

ix K. Fenton 

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food 

R. O. M. Ford 

F. G. Grey 

Guildford Ringing Group 

J. Garstang 

J. Grierson 

D. F. Harle 

H. G. Hurrell 

M. P. Harris 

N. Henson 

R. F. Hemsley 


W. Howe 

R. J. Jackson 

J. E. King 

Miss L. Kennedy 
R. A. F. Kemp 
H. Lapworth 

J. Lees 


Miss R. Levy 

A. T. Macmillan 

B. A. E. Marr 

C. L. Maingay 

G. R. Mountfort 

J. M. McMeeking 

J. R. Mather 

P. P. Mackie 

J. B. Nelson 

A. B. Old 

Bardsey Bird Observatory 

Bradwell Bird Observatory 

Cley Bird Observatory 

Dungeness Bird Observatory 

G. F. Oates 

Monks’ House Bird Observa- 
tory 

St. Agnes Bird Observatory 

Skokholm Bird Observatory 

St. Kilda Bird Observatory 

A. Pettet 

A. C, Parker 

D. Parr 

E. G. Philp 

Miss E, M. Palmer 

F. J. Poynter 

H, Pease 

I. J. Patterson 

I. V. Balfour Paul 

L. A. Pownall 

M. J. H. Page 

W. M. Peet 

D. A. Ratcliffe 

J. Revnolds 


MPMR 
RWR 
BS 
CMRS 
DJS 
HS 
HSS 
Js 
LNHS 


MSJS 
OOS 
PELS 
PHS 
RS 
RRS 
RWS 
Ss 
SBRS 
SHS 
SNHS 
WNS 


CJRT 
RFT 
T 
AEV 
ABW 
ACW 
AMW 
cw 
CBW 
DCHW 
DRW 
IMW 


W&M 


M. P. M. Richards 

R. W. Robson 

Bryanston School 

Calf of Man Ringing Station 

D. J. Slinn 

H. Schreiber - 

Halifax Scientific Society 

s, Stafford 

London 
Society 

M. S. J. Snoxell 

Oxford Ornithologicai Society 

P. E. L. Simmonds 

P. H. Saunders 

R. Stokoe 

Romford Ringing Station 

R. W. J. Smith 

Sedbergh School 

Sandwich Bay Ringing Station 

S. H. Sporne 

Sorby Natural History Society 

Wharfedale Naturalists’ 
Society 

C. J. R. Thorne 

R. F. Thearle 

T. Todd 

A. E. Vine 

A. B. Walker 

A. C. Whiteside 

A. M. Woods 

C. Winn 

C. B. Wainwright 

D. C. H. Worsfold 

D. R. Wilson 

I. M. Walker 

J. Wilson 

Mrs. M. Waller 

P. James Wilson 

P. John Wilson 

R. G. Wheeler 

Campbell & Campbell 

Carter, Edwards & Quinn 

Clissold & Little 

Coulson & Phillipson 

C. & P. Minton 

Dickens & Quin 

D. & R. Cormack 

Misses D. & S. Crofts 

Felsteads & Hutchins 

Glanville & Walker 

Hamilton & Macgregor 

Hurrell & Waite 

Northumberland, Durham & 
Newcastle N.H.S. 

Watts & McConville 


Natural History 


Ringers’ initials are omitted from the recovery list below when the ringing was carried out: 
(i) at one of the following observatories—Bardsey, Cley, Copeland, Dungeness, Fair Isle, 
Gibraltar Point, Lundy, Isle of May, Portland, Great Saltee, Skokholm and Spurn; (ii) at 


Abberton Reservoir 


where all ringing is undertaken by Major-General C. B. Wainwright; 


(iii) on the Farne Islands, where all ringing is organised by the Northumberland, Durham 


& Newcastle N.H.S.; 
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(iv) by the Wildfowl Trust (nearly all ducks and geese). 
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Selected list of recoveries reported during 1959 


The following list is highly selective. To indicate the quantity and nature of the 
material omitted the total number of recoveries is stated in brackets after the 
scientific name of each species, followed by the minimum movement, in miles, 
to qualify for inclusion. All foreign recoveries are either given in full or men- 
tioned in the summaries. Species which produced only local recoveries are left 
out, but the individual totals thus omitted are listed in Table I. 


Key to symbols and terms 
Ring number: Where this is in italics the ring has been returned. 
Age: pull. (pullus)—nestling or chick, not yet flying; 
juv.—young, able to fiy freely; 
ist W.—bird in its first winter; 
1st $.—bird in its first summer; 
f.g.—full-grown, age uncertain; 
ad.—adult; at least one year old. 
Sex: g—male; 
female. 
Manner of recovery: v—caught or trapped, and released with ring; 
—shot or killed by Man; 
x —found dead or dying; 
x A—found long dead; 
()—caught or trapped alive, and not released, or released but with 
ring removed; 
/?/—manner of recovery unknown. 
Date of recovery: Where this is unknown the date of the reporting letter is given 
in brackets. 
Distance: The distance, given in miles, and the directions are approximate. 
Arrangement of entry: Recoveries are arranged by species, and within the species usually by 
ringing locality from north to south. Ringing details are given 
on the first line and recovery data on the second. 
The symbol “O”, indicating bird breeding or bred at place of ringing, has been dispensed with. 
In practice it was generally found possible to apply the symbol only to birds ringed as pulli, 


Little Grebe (Podiceps ruficollis) (2: 5 miles) 
3022780 ad. 7.9.58 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
} >] (6.10.59) Oundle (Northampton) 7om. NW. 


Manx Shearwater (Proce//aria puffinus) (65: 150 miles) 


AT 40705 ad. 16.5.53 Skokholm: 51°42’N. 5°16’W. (Pembroke) 
v 5.7.56 Skokholm 
xA 27.8.59 near Port Patrick (Wigtown) 210m. N. 
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41 20787 
ATz29155 
ATs 5990 
AT $6242 
3057592 


2024579 


Sa 


4-5-54 


. 20.5.§9 


19.6.55 
11.9.59 


10.4.58 
28.7.59 


16.4.58 


r. 1§.6.59 


19.8.58 
(5.5.59) 


9.7.59 
(25.8.59) 





BRITISH BIRDS 


Skokholm 

near Faro: 37°01'N. 7°56'W. (Algarve) Portugal 
Skokholm 

Tarbert, Kintyre (Argyll) 285m. N. 
Skokholm 

Seascale (Cumberland) zoom. NNE. 
Skokholm 

St. Annes-on-Sea (Lancashire) 17om. NE. 
Skokholm 

Holmrook (Cumberland) 195m. NE. 
Skokholm 


Sea Mill (Ayr) 270m. N. 


In addition, 19 Manx Shearwaters were recovered in France and two in north 
Spain, all between March and August. One bird had been ringed on Annet, 
Scilly, the remainder on Skokholm. 


AT59433 
AT13479 
AT58087 
AT58132 
AT34206 
AT34235 


AT 42656 


S14q76r 
sr8zqi 
sr8yszs 
134908 
520627 


$16518 


pull. 


pull, 


pull. 


ad. 


pull. 


pull. 


Fulmar (Fa/marus glacialis) (12: 100 miles) 


27.7.58 
22.2.59 
26.5 


2I. 


8.54 

3-59 
22.8.58 
17.8.59 
25.8.58 
7.10.§9 
10.7.56 
31.3.§9 
10.7.56 
9-4-59 
21.7.§6 
13.9.§9 


Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 

off Scarborough (York) 360m. SSE. 

Sula Sgeir: 59°06’N. 6°10’W. Outer Hebrides JI 
Suduroy: ¢. 61°30’N. 6°45’W. Faeroes 

Shiant Isles: 57°55’N. 6°20’W. Outer Hebrides MPMR 
off Newfoundland: 48°42'N. 51°31'W. 

Shiant Isles MPMR 

off Newfoundland: 47°59'N. 48°33'W. 

St. Kilda: 57°49’N. 8°34’W. Outer Hebrides DRW 
off Newfoundland: c. 48°00’N. 47°30’W 

St. Kilda DRW 

off SW. Ireland: 51°40’N. 15°00’W. 


Maughold Head: 54°18’N. 4°19’W. Isle of Man WSC 
off Outer Hebrides: 5§7°45’N. 8°10’W. 


Gannet (Sa/a bassana) (91: 200 miles) 


10.7.5§ 
16.3.§9 
1.7.58 
end 8.59 
1.7.58 
20.5.§9 
6.8.58 
26.12.59 
§-7.59 
10.12.59 
9.8.59 
30.10.59 


Bass Rock: 56°04'N. 2°38’W. (East Lothian) JEK 
Yell (Shetland) 320m. N. 

Bass Rock IVBP 

Le Grau-du-Roi: 43°32'N. 4°08’E. (Gard) France 
Bass Rock IVBP 

Ingoldmells (Lincoln) 240m. SE. 

Bass Rock MHBO 

Foulness (Essex) 340m. SSE, 

Bass Rock JEK 

Tarbert, Harris, Outer Hebrides 200m. NW. 

Bass Rock C&P 

near Evron: 48°11'N, 0°22’W. (Mayenne) France 
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1004733 : 20.8.59 Bass Rock ATM 
23.11.59 off Canary Isles: ¢.27°08’N. 13°30°W. 
1004764 b 20.8.59 Bass Rock ATM 
x 12.11.59 Bannow Isle (Wexford) 310m. SW. 


517089 ‘ 22.7.6 Ailsa Craig: 55°13’N. 5°07’'W. (Ayr) D&RC 
(7.11.59) Torrox: 36°46'N. 3°57’W. (Malaga) Spain 
$05903 h 7:7-55 Grassholm: 51°44’N. 5°29’W. (Pembroke) SBO 
v 19.4.9 Pleinmont Point, Guernsey 200m. SE. 


$1§731 ad. 26.5.59 Grassholm SBO 
x 14.8.59 | sear Eyton (Shropshire) 140m. NE. 


The recovery locality of 516518 is well inland in France. In addition to the 
above, 40 birds were recovered outside British coastal waters as summarised in 
Table A. 


TaBLE A—REGIONS AND MONTHS OF RECOVERIES OF GANNETS (Sula bassana) 
Region of recovery Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July 


SW Sweden and 
Denmark 

Germany and 
Holland 

North Sea 

Biscay 

S Spain 

NW Africa 


Nore. Tables A-H are subject to error in cases where it has been necessary to assume that the 

date of recovery was approximately that of the letter reporting it, whereas the bird may have 

been dead for some time before being found or reported. Records of this type are bracketed 

when they are the only ones for the months concerned, but this treatment is not, of course 
possible when there are several records for the same month. 


Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) (64: 150 miles) 


127193 pull. 24.6.57 mear Nigg: 57°41'N. 3°59’W. (Ross) JL 
x summer i959 near Crectown (Kirkcudbright) 195m. S. 


135154 pull. 1.8.58 Farne Islands: 55°37’N. 1°37’W. (Northumberland) 
x 16.2.59 Rye Harbour (Sussex) 340m. SSE. 


135345 pull. 1.8.58 Farne Islands 
- 26.559 Poole Harbour (Dorset) 340m. S. 


134425 pull. 10.7.59 Farne Islands 
x 7.11.59 Minster, Sheppey (Kent) 300m. SSE. 

134898 pull. 3.7.56 Sheep Island: 55°16’N. 3°21’W. (Antrim) JAB 
x 6.2.59 R, Tamar (Devon) ¢. 340m. SSE. 


133633 pull. 4.6.59 off Aberdaron: 52°48'N. 4°41’W. (Caernarvon) BBO 
x (27.10.59) Plymouth (Devon) 165m. S. 


128337 pull, 4.6.59 off Aberdaron BBO 
}? 1.9.59 R. Exe (Devon) ¢. 155m. SSE. 


Five Cormorants from north Wales and one from Devon were reported abroad 
between September and January, four in western France and two in northern 
Spain. All had been ringed as pulli. 
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Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) (71: 100 miles) 
Birds ringed as pulli on Fair Isle, 59°32'N. 1°37’W. (Shetland), the Isle of May, 
s6°11'N. 2°23'W. (Fife), and the Farne Islands, 55°37'N. 1°37’'W. (Northumber- 
land), were recovered as follows: 


ye — Recovered ‘on _ 








Fair Isle 

s20756 30.6.58 24.3.59 ear Maasholm: 54°41'N. 10°00’E, (Schleswig-Holstein) Germany 
1008140 15.6.59 10.10.59 Rekefjord: 58°21’N. 6°16’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
1o08i17s =15.6.§9 14.10.59 mear Kyle of Lochalsh (Inverness) 210m. SW. 
1008495 9.8.59 19.11.59 Helmsdale (Sutherland) 120m. SW. 

Isle of May 

13220 17.7.58 (8.7.59) lotta (Orkney) 180m. N. 

133464 14.7.58 28.1.59 smear Skegness (Lincoln) 230m. SE. 

Farne Islands 

1004012 =7.7.§8 + 13.1.59 Stow Bedon (Norfolk) 230m. SSE. 

10041§3 10.7.§8 22.1.§9 Brighton (Sussex) 335m. SSE. 

1004987 4.7.§9 17.12.59 Spalding (Lincoln) zoom. SSE. 


1004927 22.7.59 16. Lowestoft (Suffolk) 255m. SSE. 


~ 
nN 
” 





Heron (Ardea cinerea) (39: 100 miles) 


s18934 pull. 25.4.59 near Poyntzpass: 54°18’N. 6°22’W. (Armagh/Down) JAB 
} 1.10.59 Dunbar (East Lothian) 185m. NE. 


515233 pull. 18.5.58 Wiveton: 52°57°N. 1°02’E. (Norfolk) CBO 
t 17.1.59  Ballynabraggett (Down) 315m. WNW. 
fIobl4g pull. 1.6.58 Denver Sluice: 52°35'N. 0°22’E. (Norfolk) CBC 
x 5.4.59 Rijpwetering: 52°12°N. 4°38’E. (Zuid-Holland) Netherlands 
520049 pull. 27.4.59 Denver Sluice CBC 
» 16.7.59) mear Kirklington (York) 135m. NW. 
1008747 pul 4.5.59 Denver Sluice CBC 


5.10.59) Cockerham (Lancashire) 160m. NW. 


Mallard (Axas platyrhynchos) (845) 
937434 f.g.3 4.9.57 Peakirk: §2°38’N. 0°17°W. (Northampton 
| 7.9.58 Mstinsk: 58 30°N. 31°15’E. (Novgorod) U.S.S.R. 


942341 f.g.d 26.9.$7 Peakirk 
v 21.8.58 Giethoorn: 52°44'N. 6°02’E. (Overijssel) Netherlands 
27.1.59) mear Brackley (Northampton) 52°02’N. 1°09’W. 
A]27009 juv.¢ 6.8.59 Peakirk 


21.11.59 Juvigny: 48°33'N. 0°30’W. (Orne) France 


9386r5 juv. dg =-12.6.57 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex 

} (24.9.59) Makkum: $3°03’N. 5°25’E. (Friesland) Netherlands 
940023 juv. d 10.8.$7 A bberton 

| 30.1.$9 near Berck: 50°24'N. 1°28’E. (Pas-de-Calais) France 
944222 istW. 2 25.2.59 Abberton 

+ 13.11.59 sear Dingwall (Ross) 450m. NNW. 
944235 ad, J 20.$.59 Abberton 

\ 25.8.59 L. Jarnlunden: 58°13’N, 16°00’E. (Ostergétland) Sweden 
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944242 


944245 ad. 


AJ13021 pull, 


AT13008 


pull. 


AJ13713 ad. 
Vv 


juv. 


AJ2os52 


REPORT 


26.5.§9 


end 10.59 Wismar: 53°54'N, 11°28’E. 


28.5.§9 
end 7.59 


30.7.58 


. 27.12.59 


30.7.58 
23.8.59 
9.6.59 

24.7.§9 
28.7.58 
27-7-59 


ON BIRD-RINGING FOR I19§9 


Abberton 

(Mecklenburg) Germany 
Abberton 

near Assen: 53 °00'N. 6°34’. (Drenthe) Netherlands 
Slimbridge: 51°44'N. 2°25’W. (Gloucester) 

Gj6l: 57°04'N. 9°43’E. (Jutland) Denmark 
Slimbridge 

Burgsvik: 57°03'N, 18°19’E. (Gotland) Sweden 
Slimbridge 
Wieringen: 52°54'N. 4°57’E. (Noord-Holland) Netherlands 
Lundy: 51°12’N. 4°40’W. (Devon) 

near Neufchatel: 50°37'N. 1°39’E. (Pas-de-Calais) France 


In addition to the above, 160 Mallard ringed in the British Isles between August 
and March (one 19th April) were recovered abroad as summarised in Table B. 


TABLE B—CouNTRIES AND MONTHS OF RECOVERIES OF MALI ARD (Anas platyrhynchos 


Country of recovery Apr. 
France (25) and 
Luxemburg (1 
Holland (32* 
Denmark (18 
Germany (23 
Poland (6 
Norway (2) and 
Sweden (18 
Finland (8 
U.S.S.R. (22t) and 


1 
Baltic States(s5 


The remaining 673 recoveries, which include 156 held over from 


May 


tal includes 


tTotal includes one bird reported “spring” and 


June 


July Aug Sept Oct Nov. Dec Jan. Feb 


me bird reported “winter” and one “October/ November” 
me undated 
Table A. 


See footnote to 


the years 


1953-1958, provide little evidence of migration, only 37 showing movements of 
more than 100 miles. 


JOS4I96 


31839— 


ZO21199 
ex Leiden 
293318 

3006999 
3009370 


3024155 


3024419 


9.7.§9 


(22.9.§9) 


7.12.54 
O.11.§9 
21.10.54 
26.11.56 
17.1.§9 


7-12.55 
4.11.59 


$ 29.10.56 


2.11.97 


12.3.§7 
0.8.58 


26.10.§7 
9.9.59 


Teal (Anas crecca) (5 26) 


South Uist: 5§7°15’N. 7°25’W. Outer Hebrides 
near Ammanford (Carmarthen) 400m. SSF, 


RWJS 


Peakirk: 52°38’N. 0°17’W. (Northampton) 

near Manefredonia: 41°37'N. 15°55’E. (Puglia) Italy 
Piaam: 53°02'N. 5°25’E. (Friesland) Netherlands 
Abberton: §1°50'N, 0°53’E. (Essex) 

Chichester Harbour: 50°49’N. 0°58’W. (Sussex) 
Abberton 

Reus: 41°10'N, 1 
Abberton 

near Knezha: 43°30'N. 24°¢ 
Abberton 

Novaya Kazanka: 48°57'°N. 49°40’E. 


Abberton 
Citta Sant’Angelo: 42°30’N. 14°04’E. (Pescara) Italy 


06’E.. (Tarragona) Spain 
6'E. (Vratsa) Bulgaria 


(Kazakhstan) U.S.S.R. 


471 











BRITISH BIRDS 


3024833 ad. 9 26.11.57 Abberton 
- $1.59 Laguna de Antela: 42°07’N. 7°41’W. (Orense) Spain 
3058047 ad. J 18.1.59 Abberton 


+ 


+ 13.12.59 Pordim: 43°23’N. 24°51’E. (Pleven) Bulgaria 
3058152 ad. 3 = 6.6.59 Abberton 
oe 26.10.59 mear Ravenna: 44°25’N. 12°12’E, Italy 
3058259 ad. 9 11.8.59 Abberton 
1959 Valverde de Leganés: 38°42’N. 6°58’W. (Badajoz) Spain 
3058673 ad. d 7.9.59 Abberton 
+ (26.11.59) Santibafiez: 40°10’N. 6°14’W. (Caceres) Spain 
gos2ir f.g.d 7.11.49 Ofrielton: 51°40'N. 4°57’W. (Pembroke) 
v 20.3.2 Peakirk 
- 26.8.59 Sdnder Nissum: 56°19’N, 8°12’E. (Jutland) Denmark 


In addition to the above, 203 birds ringed in the British Isles outside the breeding 
season were recovered abroad, as summarised in Table C. 


TABLE C—CouNnTRIES AND MONTHS OF RECOVERIES OF TEAL (Anas crecca) 


Country of recovery Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. 
France (57* — - — 1 4 5 3 6 9 16 9 3 
Holland (22*) and 

Belgium (2) 1 -- — 1 5 2 I 1 2 2 — 
Denmark (19) — _ _ _ . 7 4 1 
Germany (12*) and 

Poland (3 _ le 7 a 8 4 ‘ 
Norway (4) and 

Sweden (9) I 2 2 - 5 I _— 2 
Finland (19* I 6 . om + 3 t 
U.S.S.R. (51*) and 

Baltic States(5 3 15 1 18 14 4 

*Total includes undated record(s) omitted from monthly columns. 


See footnote to Table A 


Twenty-two movements of over 200 miles within Great Britain were recorded, 
and 45 birds marked in Great Britain were recovered in Ireland. 


Garganey (Axas querquedula) (3: 5 miles) 


ZO24I75 ad. g 13.4.57 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
+ 17.3.9 St. Ciers: 45°18’N. 0°36’W. (Gironde) France 
3058209 juv.d 27.7.59 Abberton 
L 22.8.59 Groede: 51°23'N. 3°30’E. (Zeeland) Netherlands 
Gadwall (Anas strepera) (3: 5 miles) 
fO4T474 ad. $ 8.5.58 Abberton: 51°50°N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
0 21.10.59 mear Kleinen: $3°47’N. 11°28’E. (Mecklenburg) Germany 


Wigeon (Anas penelope) (30: 100 miles) 
918820 f.g. § 14.10.55 Deeping St. James: 52°40’N. 0°17’W. (Lincoln) 
+ 21.1.9 Pwllheli (Caernarvon) 190m. W. 
14.10.55 Deeping St. James 
25.1.9 Skinburness (Cumberland) 200m. NW. 


Cy 


918822 f.g. 
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913615 tstW.2 6.12.52 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
~ 21.12.59 mear Tewkesbury (Gloucester) 125m. W. 
3021535 ad. 2 3.12.56 Abberton 
- 20.1.59 smear Saltash (Cornwall) 235m. WSW. 


Sixteen Wigeon ringed between November and 2nd April (twelve at Abberton, 
three at Deeping St. James, one at Slimbridge) were recovered abroad, as sum- 
marised in Table D. 


TaBLeE D—CountTRIES AND MONTHS OF RECOVERIES OF WIGEON (Anas penelope) 
Country of recovery Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. 


Germany (2) I 
U.S.S.R. (14) I 


See footnote to Table A. 


Pintail (Anas acuta) (8: 40 miles) 
3042345 2. F 22.2.59 Deeping St. James: 52°40’N. 0°17’W. (Lincoln) 
31.10.59 off Mandé Island: ¢. 55°17’N. 8°38’E. (Jutland) Denmark 
3042353 2. § 24.3.59 Deeping St. James 
f 10.5.9 Puchkomski: 64°03’N. 46°54’E. (Komi) U.S.S.R. 
3242356 f.g. d 24.3.59 Deeping St. James 
? 10.5.59 Puchkomski, U.S.S.R. 
935523 ad. 3 29.12.53 Slimbridge: 51°44’N. 2°25’W. (Gloucester) 
+ 16.9.59 Lake Takern: ¢. 58°20’N. 14°50’E. (Ostergétland) Sweden 
941804 fg. $ 29.9.56 Slimbridge 
o 14.10.58 Lake Chukhloma: 58°45’N. 42°41’E. (Kostroma) U.S.S.R. 
O7I74 f.g.9 10.10.56 Slimbridge 
+ 18.9.59 mear Makkum: 53°04'N. 5°23’E. (Friesland) Netherlands 


Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) (14: 40 miles) 
3007639 2. 2 13.10.58 Peakirk: 52°38’N. 0°17’W. (Northampton) 
28.1.59 Bermillo: 41°22'N. 6°08’W. (Zamora) Spain 


3007725 2. 29.12.58 Peakirk 

+ 10.5.59 Narva: 59°23’N. 28°12’E. (Leningrad) U.S.S.R. 
933045 ad. § 18.7.59 Abberton: 51°50’N, 0°53’E. (Essex) 

16.8.59 Lochwinnoch (Renfrew) 345m. NW. 


919167 2. 12.12.55 Slimbridge: 51°44’N. 2°25’W. (Gloucester) 
¢.17.1.59  mear Allhallows (Kent) 127m. E. 


Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) (21: 100 miles) 
29.3.5 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
24.5.58 (Komi) U.S.S.R. 
17.12.56 Abberton 
0.5.58 Ust-Tsilma: 56°26’N. 52°11’E. (Komi) U.S.S.R. 
5.1.58 Abberton 
28.5.58 near Bol’shoy Kamen: 62°26’N. 65°19’E. (Tumen) U.S.S.R. 
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Orielton 
5698 ad 24.12.56 Orielton: 51°40’N. 4°57’W. (Pembroke) 
Vv 12.2.57. Orielton 
v 7.8.57 Orielton 
+ 2.10.58 Udorsk: 63°28’N. 48°58’E. (Komi) U.S.S.R. 
AJ6559 f.g. 3.2.58 Island Barn Reservoir: 51°23’N. 0°22’W. (Surrey) MW 
+ 3.4.59 Houtskar: 60°12’N. 21°20’E. (Turku ja Pori) Finland 
AH9703 f.g. § 1.2.58 Walton Reservoir: 51°17’N. 0°15’W. (Surrey) DP 
x 23.4.59  Kirkkojarvi: 61°30’N. 23°01’E. (Turku ja Pori) Finland 


Birds marked as full-grown at Deeping St. James, 52°40’N. 0°17’W. (Lincoln), 
were recovered as follows: 


——Ringed Recovered. 

918982 8.1.57 summer 1958 Kiknur: 57°21'N. 47°13’E. (Kirov) U.S.S.R. 

919049 17.22.57 1§.1.59 Wavereen: 52°13’N. 4°54’E. (Utrecht) Netherlands 

919093 22.9.57 20.9.58 Sukhinichi: 54°07’N. 35°23’E. (Kaluga) U.S.S.R. 

3042217 §=9.3.58 21.9.59 Mdéja: 59°25’N. 18°55’E. (Stockholm) Sweden 

3042264 8.12.58 17.1.59 mear Milford Haven (Pembroke) 215m. WSW. 

3042269 10.12.58 2.4.59 Balcombe (Sussex) 110m. S. 

3042332 22.2.59 10.10.59 Burscough (Lancashire) 130m. WNW. 

3242338 22.2.59 ¢. 1.10.59 mear Sdderképing: 58°28’N. 16°55’E. (Ostergotland) Sweden 














Scaup (Aythya marila) (2: 5 miles) 
932978 istW.9 14.1.57. Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
9) 2.2.59 Poel Island: ¢. 54°00’ N. 11°30’E. (Mecklenburg) Germany 


Pochard (Ay¢hya ferina) (10: 5 miles) 


Birds ringed as full-grown at Deeping St. James, 52°40’N. 0°17’W. (Lincoln), 
were recovered as follows: 











Ringed: Recovered 

918929 26.12.56 21.9.58 mear Kazgorodok: 52°54’N. 70°43’E., Kokchetav (Kazakhstan) 
U.S.S.R. 

918978 3.1.57 21.6.59 Turov: §2°03’N. 27°43’E. (Gomel) U.S.S.R. 

919026 5.237 4549 near Leningrad: 59°57’N. 30°20’E. U.S.S.R. 

919066 25.2.57 31.1.59 Conmerré: 48°04'N. 0°30’E. (Sarthe) France 

948523 9.12.58 5.10.59 mear Schongau: 47°49'N. 10°54’E. (Bayern) Germany 

948529 = 9.12.58 ¢. 20.1.59 Shercock (Cavan) 290m. WNW, 

948530 1.1.§9 (20.1.59) smear Clevedon (Somerset) 135m. SW. 








Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) (6: 5 miles) 


939311 f.g. 9 45-55 Slimbridge: 51°44’N. 2°25’W. (Gloucester) 

xA 20.8.59 Terrington (Norfolk) 135m. ENE. 
AD2917 pull. 22.7.5 Poole Harbour: 50°42’N. 2°00’W. (Dorset) BS 

x 25.9.59 mear Cuxhaven: 53°52’N. 8°42’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 
Aj4104 pull. 7-7-57 Poole Harbour BS 


25.2.59 mear Le Havre: 49°30'N. 0°06’E. (Seine-Maritime) France 
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Grey Lag Goose (Anser anser) (6: 100 miles) 


143481 istW. 22.11.53 (Dumfries) 
autumn 1959 Myrdalur: ¢. 63°26’N. 19°10’°W. Iceland 


143433 istW. 22.11.53 (Dumfries) 
+ ¢.20.9.56 Klémbrur: 65°50’N. 17°20’W. Iceland 


White-fronted Goose (Axser a/bifrons) (18: 10 miles) 
Recoveries of birds ringed at Slimbridge, 51°44’N. 2°25’W. (Gloucester), have 
been reported as follows: 
Ringed. Recovered 
130055 25. 
SWT18 29. 








2.51 .1.59 Hontenisse: 51°21’N. 4°02’E. (Zeeland) Netherlands 

2.52 ¢. 3.3.59 Kritzkow: 53°53’N. 12°15’E. (Mecklenburg) Germany 
SWT67 21.2.58 14.1.59 mear Elburg: 52°28’N. 5°51’E. (Gelderland) Netherlands 
SWT70 21.2.58 28.1.59 Varaville: 49°15’N. 0°10’W. (Calvados) France 

SWT7r 21.2.58 3.11.59 Poel Island: ¢. 54°00’N. 11°25’E. (Mecklenburg) Germany 
SWT77 21.2.58 20.10.59 smear Staraya Russa: 58°00’N. 31°20’E. (Novgorod) U.S.S.R. 
SWT98 = 21.2.58 0.9.59 Voznesenye: 64°38’N. 40°16’E. (Arkhangel) U.S.S.R. 
SWT117 21.2.58 13.6.59 Vaigach: ¢. 70°00’N. §9°00’E. (Arkhangel) U.S.S.R. 
SWT273 21.2.58 15.10.59 Cockerham (Lancashire) 155m. N. 

SWT281 4.3.58 10.1.59 smear Viijmen: 51°43'N. 5°13’E. (Noord-Holland) Netherlands 
SWT294 4.3.58 spring 1959 Krasnyy Kholm: 58°o05’N. 37°07’E. (Kalinin) U.S.S.R. 
SWT364 9.3.59 30.3.59 smear Konskie: 51°12’N. 20°23’E. (Kielce) Poland} 

SWT370 9.3.59 17.4.59 mear Lomza: 53°10'N. 22°00’E, (Bialystok) Poland 
SWT337 9.3.59 19.3.59 Assel: 53°41'N. 9°26’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 

1007361 9.3.59 14.11.59 mear Prohn: 54°23'N. 13°03’E. (Mecklenburg) Germany 
1007371 9.3.59 10.10.59 mear Usedom: 53°53’N. 13°55’E. (Mecklenburg) Germany 
1007398 9.3.59 ¢. 30.3.§9 Petkum: 53°70’N. 7°15’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 





Pink-footed Goose (Axser arvensis brachyrhynchus) (276) 


130328 ad, 27.10.50 (Dumfries) 
v 29.7.53 Central Iceland 
v 25.10.54 Annan (Dumfries) 
23.1.59 Crowland (Lincoln) 


Five birds ringed in Britain were recovered between May and August in the 
region of Scoresby Sound, NE Greenland; and nine others between March and 
October in Iceland. Of 262 birds recovered on the wintering grounds in Britain, 
three had been ringed originally in central Iceland in 1953 and subsequently re- 
trapped in Britain. 


Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) (55: 30 miles) 
YBr1é60 21.8.58 Sleaford: 52°59’N. 0°25’W. (Lincoln) WMP 
8.2.59 Fulstow (Lincoln) 35m. NNE. 
YBry99 ; 16.7.9 Mistley: 51°57’N. 1°05’E. (Essex) CBW 
31.10.59 Icklingham (Suffolk) 33m, NW. 
YB1755 ad, 19.8.58 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
7.3.59 Dagenham (Essex) 33m. SW. 


YB2097 ad, 23.9.58 Abberton 
23.2.59 Marston (Bedford) 60m. WNW. 
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17.2.58 St. Albans: 51°46’N. 0°21’W. (Hertford) GAD 
13.9.8 | Wanstead (Essex) 20m. SE. 

13.2.59 mear Leatherhead (Surrey) 24m. SW. (of Wanstead) 
28.12.57 Kew: 51°29’N. 0°18’W. (Surrey) NH 

9.9.59 near Ludham (Norfolk) 110m. NE. 


Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaétos) (2) 
YB1967 pull. 4.6.58 (Inverness) W&M 
/?/ 24.2.59 (Inverness) 35m. ESE. 
YBr968 pull. 4.6.58 (Inverness) W&M 
]?] (2.7.59) (Inverness) 40m. E. 


Precise localities of ringing and recovery are withheld in the interests of pro- 
tection. 


Buzzard (Buteo buteo) (2: 50 miles) 


pull. 14.6.59 mear Sedbergh: ¢. 54°23’N. 2°32’W. (York) SS 
+ 30.10.59 Birkdale (Lancashire) som. SSW. 


Montagu’s Harrier (Circus pygargus) (2) 
367358 pull. 10.7.54 mear Hamsterley: 54°41'N. 1°49’W. (Durham) ND&N 
io 24.8.59 Aigre: 45°54’N. o°o1’E, (Charente) France 
334176 pull. 3.7.50 Dartmoor (Devon) HGH 
i 13.6.58 Ploudaniel: 48°33’N. 4°19’W. (Finistére) France 


Kestrel (Fa/co tinnunculus) (19: 50 miles) 
3016925 pull. 21.6.57 Firth: s9°o1'N. 3°09’W. (Orkney) EB 
Vv 6.9.58 Gelcen: 50°58’N. 5°45’E. (Limburg) Netherlands 
x 23.9.59 near Geleen 


Z011954 pull. 26.6.57  mear Catcleugh: 55°20’N. 2°25’W. (Northumberland) ND&N 
xA 19.6.59 mear Moscar (Derby) 130m. SSE. 

3065604 pull, 12.7.59 ear Appleby: ¢. 54°35’N. 2°30’W. (Westmorland) RWR 
+ 15.8.59 Cloughton (York) 80m. ESE, 

3236564 pull. 28.6.59 mear Sedbergh: 54°19’N. 2°32’W. (York) SS 
4- (4.11.59) Vicarstown (Leix) 200m. WSW. 


ZO624S2 pull, 3.7.§9 near Hebden Bridge: 53°45’N. 2°00’W. (York) W&M 
x (11.11.59) Kingarth (Bute) 180m. NW. 
3019306 > 17.7.59 Wembdon: 51°08’N. 3°o2’W. (Somerset) EMP 
(28.11.59) St. Planchers: 48°40’N. 1°34’W. (Manche) France 
s90fo5 .Z. 2 1.12.57 Sway: 50°47’N. 1°37'W. (Hampshire) EC 
+- 27.2.59 Marcilly-en-Gault: 47°28’N,. 1°52’E. (Loir-et-Cher) France 


Water Rail (Ra/lus aquaticus) (3) 
2srze4 2. 11.1.59 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 
2.5.59 Holzendorf: 53°41’N. 11°37’E. (Mecklenburg) Germany 
299276 , 6.1.59 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
13.3.59 Texel: 53°10°N. 4°52’E. (Noord-Holland) Netherlands 
273238 2. 5.4.58 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
+ 26.11.59 near Clara (Offaly) 400m. WNW. 
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Moorhen (Gadlinula chloropus) (18: 20 miles) 
AH2914 , 22.12.57 mear Scarisbrick: 53°37'N. 2°57’'W. (Lancashire) RPC 
' 3.1.59 near Macclesfield (Cheshire) 40m. SE. 


AJj1783 y. 30.8.57 mear Colchester: 51°54’N. 0°55’E. (Essex) MSJS 
(13.1.59) smear Woodbridge (Suffolk) zom. NE. 


AH 4456 ; 20.7.5 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
(19.1.59) mear Newmarket (Suffolk) 28m. NNW. 
Coot (Fulica atra) (18: 100 miles) 


Recoveries of birds ringed at Abberton, 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex), were reported 
as follows: 





—— Ringed ——— ecovered - $$$ ________— 
AF 9493 7.3.54 16.4.59 Wartena: 53°09’N. 5°54’E. (Friesland) Netherlands 

AH3762 15.2.55 20.2.59 Workum: 52°59’N. 5°26’E. (Friesland) Netherlands 

AH3740 5.2.55  14.1.59 mear Bussum: 52°18'N. 5°07’E. (Noord-Holland) Netherlands 
AH8719 24.7.57 (4.2.59) smear Hereford 150m. W. 

AJj4921* 16.8.58 17.1.59 smear Fontaine-le-Dun: 49°53’N. 0°48’E. (Seine-Maritime) France 
AJ]4978 21.1.59 28.11.59 mear Breukelen: 52°11'N. 5°04’E. (Utrecht) Netherlands 





*Ringed as pullus; the remainder were ringed when full-grown. 


Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) (12: 100 miles) 
ZOZIGOS pull, 1.6.58 Aviemore: 57°12'N. 3°50’W. (Inverness) HL 
x 19.4.59 La Rocque: 49°10’N, 2°02’W. Jersey 
358056 pull. 24.5.53 Gladhouse: 55°43’N. 3°09’W. (Midlothian) RWJS 
x 4.12.59 Whiteford Point (Glamorgan) 290m. S. 


386011 ad, 14.5.54 Bardsey: 52°46'N. 4°48’W. (Caernarvon) 
x . 22.7.58 near Lhanbryde (Moray) 340m. N. 


Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) (63) 


295943 pull. 4.6.56 near Belford: 55°37'N. 1°49’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 
x 25.4.59 Munkfors: 59°50’N. 13°35’E. (Varmland) Sweden 


293402 pull, 20.5.6 Gargrave: 53°59'N. 2°06’W. (York) JKF 
br 8.5.59 near Tobolsk: 58°35’N. 68°35’E. (Tumen) U.S.S.R. 


295943 is the first recovery in Sweden of a British-ringed Lapwing, the finder 
reporting that the species spread into the district about 1954. 293402 is by many 
hundreds of miles the most easterly recovery of a British-ringed Lapwing. 
Nineteen marked as pulli in Scotland and northern England were recovered as 
summarised in Table E. 


TABLE E—CouNTRIES AND MONTHS OF RECOVERIES OF LApwiNGs (Vanellus vanellus) 


Country of recovery Dec. Jan. Feb. 


Ireland (6) 
France (7) and Jersey (1) 
Spain (3) and Portugal (2) 


See footnote to Table A. 
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Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) (9: 30 miles) 


§78329 pull. 18.6.57 Criccieth: 52°56’N. 4°14’W. (Caernarvon) LAP 
x 26.1.§9 Conway (Caernarvon) 30m. NE. 
707248 juv. 23.9.59 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
+ 1.11.59 Figueira da Foz: 40°09'N. 8°51’W. (Beira Litoral) Portugal 
Golden Plover (Charadrius apricarius) (1) 
§72722 pull. 29.6.58 Rhum: 57°0o’N. 6°20’W. Inner Hebrides JBN 
x 9.12.59 Tiree, Inner Hebrides: ¢. 40m. SSW. 
Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) (2: 5 miles) 
700310 istW. 4.9.58 Bardsey: 52°46’N. 4°48’W. (Caernarvon) 
+ 8.3.59 Mazagan: 33°19'N. 8°35’W. Morocco 
Snipe (Capella gallinago) (33: 100 miles) 
V24113 ad. 30.7.57 St. Kilda: 57°49’N. 8°34’W. Outer Hebrides SKBO 
+ 19.2.59 near Clifden (Galway) 300m. SSW. 
704934 juv. 3.8.59 Gouthwaite: 54°05’N. 1°45’W. (York) S&W 
+ 2.10.59 near Upton (Cork) 330m. SW. 
V75407 ad. 1.12.57 mear Wisbech: 52°44’N. o°11’E. (Lincoln/Norfolk) C&PM 
+ 28.9.59 Maynooth (Kildare) 280m. W. 
$86696 fg. 14.12.56 mear Romford: 51°35’N. o°11’E. (Essex) RRS 
- 1.12.59 mear St. Jean-de-Daye: 49°13’N. 1°08’W. (Manche) France 
X39959 f.g. 14.12.57 near Romford RRS 
{ 27.4.59 Torzhok: 57°03’N. 34°58’E. (Kalinin) U.S.S.R. 
$84448 f.g. 7.12.57 Epsom: 51°20’N. 0°16’W. (Surrey) DP 
?/ 17.5.59 Pochinok: 54°25’N. 32°28’E. (Smolensk) U.S.S.R. 
V 47878 f.g. 7.12.57 Epsom CE&Q 
+ (9.2.59) St. Annes: 49°43’N. 2°12’W. Alderney 
Vo2s78 f.g. 18.1.58 Epsom CE&Q 


V24113 was identified as belonging to the race C. g. faroeensis. 


(26.10.59) near Haslev: 55°20°N. 11°59’E, (Sjaelland) Denmark 


Birds ringed at 


Abberton, 51°50'N. 0°53’E (Essex), as full-grown were recovered as follows: 














——Runged -— Recovered. — 
V58298 8.4.58 7.11.59 mear Mértola: 37°42’N. 7°46’W. (Baixo Alentejo) Portugal 
Vs8srr  17.8.58 18.8.59  mear Askrigg (York) 210m. NW. 

V58538 5.9.58 ¢.10.9.59  mear Stade: 53°36'N. 9°28’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 

V58603 23.10.58 22.2.59 Foucauld: 33°11’N. 7°55’W. Morocco 

V58633 14.12.58 (11.3.59) Gaillan: 45°20’N. 0°57’W. (Gironde) France 

V58386 20.2.59 9.9.59 Aardenburg: 51°17’N. 3°26’E. (Zeeland) Netherlands 

Prt2z09 11.3.59 16.8.59 River Volkhov: ¢. 59°00’N. 31°30’E. (Novgorod) U.S.S.R. 





There are no 


previous recoveries of British-ringed Snipe in Africa and only one 
in the U.S.S.R. 
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Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) (4: 10 miles) 
270859 pull. 27.4.54 Dawyck: 55°36’N. 3°19’W. (Peebles) IVBP 
+ 25.1.59 near Dunhill (Waterford) 280m. SW. 
291466 f.g. 11.10.59 Holme: 52°58’N. 0°33’E. (Norfolk) AEV 
+ 13.12.59 Huelgoat: 48°22'N. 3°45’W. (Finistére) France 
2009605 fg. 2.2.59 Windsor: 51°29’N. 0°38’W. (Berkshire) IMW 
2.5.59 Oredezh: 58°48’N. 30°20’E, (Leningrad) U.S.S.R. 
2009605 is the first recovery of a British-ringed Woodcock in the U.S.S.R. 


Curlew (Numenius arquata) (11: 80 miles) 
Z0Ff626 ad. 29.7.59 Rosemarkie: 57°36’N. 4°07’W. (Ross) JL 
(24.8.59) Spiddal (Galway) 360m. SW 
3013853 ‘ 22.6.58 Thornton-in-Craven: 53°56’N. 2°09’W. (York) W&M 
(25.6.59) Nenagh (Tipperary) 265m. WSW. 
346858 ‘ 5.6.54 near Appleby: 54°36’N. 2°29’W. (Westmorland) JKF 
+ 28.11.59 Limerick 280m. WSW. 
385012 ; 7.6.56 near Appleby RWR 
; 19.1.59 Clwyd Estuary (Flint) room. SSW. 
3075071 2. 11.8.59 Bardsey: 52°46’N. 4°48’W. (Caernarvon) 
+ 0.11.59 Les Pieux: 49°31’N. 1°48’W. (Manche) France 


Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) (2: 5 miles) 
R16095 f.g. 1.9.58 Bamburgh: 55°36’N. 1°42’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 


0.2.59 Marinha Grande: 39°45’N. 8°55’W. (Estremadura) Portugal 
This is the first recovery of a British-ringed Green Sandpiper in Portugal. 


Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleucos) (4: 5 miles) 
X75162 f.g. 31.7.57 Bardsey: 52°46’N. 4°48’W. (Caernarvon) 
t 14.7.59 near Nantes: 47°14'N. 1°35’W. (Loire-Atlantique) France 
Srrgry juv. 13.8.55 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
x summeri958 Tjelmen: 59°37’N. 6°24’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
V34442 juv. 30.8.57 Abberton 
() 14.5.59 Mesterrieux: 44°38’N. 0°00’ (Gironde) France 


Redshank (Tringa tofanus) (11: 20 miles) 


10.6.53 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
28.1.59 River Medway (Kent) ¢. 30m. S. 


Little Stint (Calidris minuta) (1) 
R45315 Fg. 31.12.58 New Ferry: 53°22’N. 2°59’W. (Cheshire) NH 
9.4.59 Nieuw-Beets: 53°04'N. 6°00’E. (Friesland) Netherlands 


Dunlin (Ca/idris alpina) (9: 5 miles) 


29.9.7 near Dunbar: 56°0o’N. 2°31’W. (East Lothian) H&M 
26.i.59 Meikle Ferry (Ross) 140m. NW. 
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V2srys9 ad. 26.8.57 near Seahouses: 55°34'N. 1°38’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 
- 29.4.59 Claoucy: 44°46'N. 1°10’W. (Gironde) France r 
V2ys161 ad. 28.8.57 mear Seahouses MHBO 
?| (31.12.59) Berck: 50°24’N. 1°35’E. (Pas-de-Calais) France 
621554 f.g. 5.9.59 Boulmer: 55°26’N. 1°35’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 
¢. 16.11.59 Wexford 290m. SW. 
Vi69s1 ad, 12.7.58 Spurn Point: $3°35’N. 0°06’E, (York) 
“ 2.5.$9 Franceville: 49°17’N. 0°12’W. (Calvados) France 
R43682 ad, 13.9.§9 Holbeach: 52°54’N. 0°05’E. (Lincoln) AEV 


20.9.59 mear Royan: 45°38’N. 1°02’W. (Charente-Maritime) France 


Sanderling (Crocethia alba) (2) 


$78933 f.g. 3.9.59 Norwick: 60°45’N. 0°55’W. Unst (Shetland) CJRT 
v 1.11.59 Thornham Harbour (Norfolk) 540m. S. 

S78934 f.g. 3.9.59 Norwick CJRT 
x 24.9.59 Ver-sur-Mer: 49°20’N. 0°30’W. (Calvados) France 


Ruff (Philomachs pugnax) (2) 


V 76652 juv. gf 11.9.58 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 
~ (15.11.59) Marismas del Guadalquivir: 37°07’N. 6°10’W. (Sevilla) Spain 
$84079 ad. 3 21.2.57 Cambridge Sewage Farm: 52°12’N. 0°07’E. C&PM 


~ 24.5.59 Yakutsk: 62°05’N. 129°41’E, U.S.S.R. 


V 76652 is the first British-ringed Ruff to be recovered in Spain. $84079 was 
shot from a flock; Yakutsk is, by many hundreds of miles, the most easterly 
point from which any bird of any species ringed in the British Isles has been 
reported. It is of interest to add, however, that a Ruff ringed as a juvenile on 15th 
September 1951 at Amager, Denmark, was recovered on 18th May 1958 even 
further east, at Okhotsk (59°20'N. 143°10’E.). 





Stone Curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus) (1) 


361629 pull. 15.6.59  Frieth: 51°37’N. 0°55’W. (Buckingham) RL 
- 31.10.59 mear Vergara: 43°02’N. 2°14’W. (Guiptzcoa) Spain 


Great Skua (Catharacta skua) (8: 10 miles) 


Birds ringed as pulli on Foula, 60°08’N. 2°o5’W. (Shetland), were recovered as 
follows: 


Ringed —— 9 ——-——— -- — Recovered ——_—— == 
410567 7.8.58 20.8.59 Noirmoutier: 47°o1'N. 2°15’W. (Vendée) France 
AJ11363 20.7.9 15.10.59 Paris-Plage: 50°31’N. 1°36’E. (Pas-de-Calais) France 
AJ11391 22.97.59 31.12.59 mear Olhao: 37°01'N. 7°50’W. (Algarve) Portugal 
412567 31.7.§9 (28.12.59) af sea off Ireland: 52°45’N. 12°00'W. 

412594 1.8.59 26.10.59 "owick (Northumberland) 310m. S. 

412507 5.8.59 (12.10.59) Gravelines: 50°59’N. 2°08’E. (Nord) France 

410325 26.8.59 4.12.59 mear Ranum: 56°54’N. 9°15’E. (Jutland) Denmark 











Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) (34: 100 miles) 


412662 pull, 9.7.59 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 
6) (14.12.59) at sea off Loch Inchard (Sutherland) ¢. 145m. WSW. 
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413071 pull. 4.7.58 North Rona: 59°08’N. 5°50’W. Outer Hebrides 
v 27.2.59 off Shetland ¢, 220m. ENE. 
413124 pull. 21.7.58 North Rona TBB 
Vv (3.3.59) off Wick (Caithness) 115m. ESE. 
412920 pull. 57-59 Handa: 58°23’N. 5°11’W. (Sutherland) MPH 
x (17.10.59) Dundee (Angus) 155m.SE. 
413959 pull. 10.7.59 Handa MPH 
Q 26.11.59 Rockabill Lighthouse (Dublin) 325m. S. 
410978 pull. 21.6.59 Flannan Isles: 58°16’N. 7°35’W. Outer Hebrides WJI 
L 7.9.59 Fladen Grounds: ¢. 58°25’N. 0°17’E. North Sea 
498262 pull. 5.7.56 St. Kilda: 57°49’N. 8°34’W. Outer Hebrides DRW 
a 15.4.59 | mear Findhorn (Moray) 180m. E, 
412781 juv. 28.7.59 Rosemarkie: 57°36’N. 4°07’W. (Ross) JL 
Vv (20.9.59) off Blyth (Northumberland) ¢. 200m. SE. 
408444 pull. 4.7.50 near Bodorgan: 53°11'N. 4°25’W. (Anglesey) RF 
. 2.1.59 Waterford 130m. WSW. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) (87) 
AJ21691 ull, 13.7.59 mear Lancaster: 54°03’N. 2°35’W. (Lancashire) W&M 
> (28.12.59) Bamako: 12°35’N. 7°53’W., River Niger, Mali 
20.3.5 Steep Holme: 51°21’N. 3°07’W. (Somerset) D&RC 
23.10.59 Betanzos: 43°17'N. 8°13’W. (Coruna) Spain 
The recovery locality of AJ21691 is about 450 miles inland and unique in this 

respect. The remaining 53 foreign recoveries of birds ringed as pulli conform 
closely to the known winter distribution of the species and are summarised in 


Table F. 


TABLE F—REGIONS AND MONTHS OF RECOVERIES OF LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULLS 
(Larus fuscus) 


Sept Oct. Nov Dec Jan. Feb Mar Apr. May June 


$ 
1 
I 2 I 


See footnote to Table A. 


Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) (114: 200 miles) 


pull. 28.7.58 Nigg: 57°42’N. 4°00’W. (Ross) JL 
; 23.3.59 |Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland) 210m. SSE. 


pull. 13.8.58 near Rosemarkie: 57°36’N. 4°07’W. (Ross) JL 
20.8.59 Jarrow (Durham) 200m. SSE. 


AJr10341 ull. 13.7.59 mear Rosemarkie JL 
' (26.10.59) Gransha (Down) 220m. SSW, 


388140 ’ 6.8.54 Bass Rock: §6 o4’N. 2°38’W. (East Lothian) MHBO 
; 0.2.59 Staines Reservoir (Middlesex) 330m. SSE. 


AJ11s75 ; 23.6.59 Bass Rock MHBO 
16.11.59 Walsall (Stafford) 240m. S. 


AJ2539 ; 10.7.58 Port Erin: 54°05’N. 4°46’W. Isle of Man DJS 
; 1.2.59 Ilkeston (Derby) 155m. SE, 
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Common Gull (Larus canus) (8: 50 miles) 


3035684 ad, 26.1.59 Avoch: 57°34’N. 4°10’W. (Ross) JL ! 
oa 24.5.59 Naustdal: 61°55’N. 5°52’E. (Sogn og Fjordane) Norway 

374568 tstW. 21.2.56 Skokholm: 51°42’N. 5°16’W. (Pembroke) 
x 27.5.59  mear Stokmarknes: 68°34’N. 15°00’E. (Nordland) Norway 


Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) (255) 














390779 istW. 23.1.58 mear Runcorn: 53°19’N. 2°44’N. (Cheshire) RPC 
- 10.6.59 Odemotland: 58°39’N. 5°37’W. (Rogaland) Norway 
3022737 juv. 7.8.57 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
x 21.9.58 near Eisenach: 50°59’N. 10°19’E. (Thiiringen) Germany 
ZOSTIZ4 ad. 16.1.59 London, Victoria Embankment ACP 
x 20.7.59 mear Kiel: 54°20’N. 10°08’E. (Schleswig-Holstein) Germany 
368433 ad. 2.2.56 Sandwich: 51°17’N. 1°20’E. (Kent) DFH 
6) 10.3.59 Leek: 53°10’N. 6°24’E. (Groningen) Netherlands 
3010556 ad, 21.1.58 Chartham Down: 51°16’N. 1°02’E. (Kent) SBRS 
/ x 16.5.59 near GundsGmagle: 55°43’N. 12°11’E. (Sjaelland) Denmark 
] 

Birds ringed as pulli in colonies in southern England were recovered abroad 
between October and April as follows: Germany, one; Belgium, one; France, 
three; S Spain, one; and Portugal, one. One bird from a Lanarkshire colony was 
recovered in N. Spain. Within the British Isles 36 recoveries showed movements 
between 100 and 410 miles, mainly in a westerly direction. 

Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) (41: 100 miles) 
Birds ringed on the Farne Islands, 55°37’N. 1°37’W. (Northumberland), were 
recovered as follows: 
Ringed Recovered 
3012098 29.6.57 1.7.59 Whitebay: 47°02’N. 53°46’W. Newfoundland 
3023403 29.6.57 15.4.59 Teignmouth (Devon) 355m. SSW. 
3023411 29.6.57 22.8.59 Frederikshab: ¢. 62°00’N. 50°00’W. Greenland 
3023567 21.7.7 28.10.59 off Random Isle: ¢. 48°05’N. 53°25’W. Newfoundland 
30f2177 10.7.58 22.5.59 Eastchurch, Sheppey (Kent) 300m. SSE, 
3052425 10.7.58 17.6.59 off Frederikshab, Greenland 
s 


3052609 10.7.58 5.7.59 20 miles E. of Fair Isle (Shetland) ¢. 270m. N. 

30§2741 10.7.58 §.1.59 Motta Visconti: 45°18’N. 8°59’E. (Lombardy) Italy 
3052664* 11.7.58 (21.7.59) North Sea, ¢. 56°00’N, 1°00’E, ¢. room. ENE. 

yo22078 18.7.58 26.5.59 Lynn Well Lightship, the Wash ¢c. 195m. SSE. 

2021316 27.6.59 ¢. 0.8.59 smear Julianehab: ¢. 61°00’N. 46°00’W. Greenland 
2021784 9.7.59 31.12.59 off Cabo Silleiro: 42°07'N. 8°54’W. (Pontevedra) Spain 





*Ringed as adult; the remaining birds were ringed as pulli. 


3052741 is the first recovery of a British-ringed Kittiwake in Italy. There is 
one previous such recovery from Sicily. 


3054017 pull. 4.7.58 Dunbar: 56°00'N. 2°31’W. (East Lothian) JCC 
x 19.11.59 Dorking (Surrey) 340m. SSE. 

2021948 pull. 6.7.59 Dunbar JCC 
x 6. 9.9.59 Corton (Suffolk) 290m. SE, 
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§019903 
3068840 
AT 36729 
3052080 
2021633 


3047048 


R67067 
W 27886 
R22571 
R22718 
Vo95162 
V32207 
V79512 


R32792 


W25049 
V92427 


V93355 


X4s284 
V44029 


V37055 
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30.3-57 
19.8.59 


4-7-59 
22.8.59 


26.6.56 
20.1.§9 
1.7.58 
25-5-59 
. 20.6.59 


5.7.58 
9-5-59 


St. Abbs Head: 55°54’N. 2°08’W. (Berwick) IJP 

off Orkney: 59°06’N. 2°00’W. ¢. 220m. N, 

near Ballycastle: 55°12’N. 6°15’W. (Antrim) JAB 

near Fort William (Inverness) 120m. NNE. 

North Shields: 55°o1’N. 1°26’W. (Northumberland) ND&N 
120m. SE. of Halifax: 44°38’N. 63°35’W. Nova Scotia 
North Shields ND&N 

Scolt Head (Norfolk) 160m, SE, 

North Shields ND&N 

near Orthez: 43°33'N. 0°40°W, (Basses-Pyrénées) France 
Great Orme: 53°21'N. 3°52°W. (Caernarvon) RAFK 
Stevenston (Ayr) 160m. NNW, 


Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) (19: 20 miles) 


5-7-59 
7.9.59 
11.7.5§ 
. 18.9.58 
27.6.58 
- 15.5.§9 
30.6.58 
. 19.1.59 
6.7.58 
end 2.59 
29.6.58 
23.6.59 
6.7.58 
- 19.1.§9 
19.7-59 
22.9.59 


Whiteness Head: 57°35’N. 3°59’W. (Nairn) JL 
Esposende: 41°32’N. 8°47’W. (Minho) Portugal 
near Embleton: 55°31’N. 1°36’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 
“Coast of Portugal ¢. 40°00’N.” 

Scolt Head: 52°59’N. 0°45’E. (Norfolk) EAGD 
Sassandra: 4°58’N. 6°08’W. Ivory Coast 

Scolt Head EAGD 

near Freetown: 8°30’N. 13°17’W. Sierra Leone 
Scolt Head EAGD 

Port Etienne: 20°54’N. 17°01’W. Mauritania 
Stiffkey: 52°57’N. 0°56’E. (Norfolk) CBO 
Dakar: 14°38’N. 17°27’W. Senegal 

Rye Harbour: 50°56’N. 0°46’E. (Sussex) DBO 
near Frectown: 8°30'N. 13°17’W. Sierra Leone 
Rye Harbour DBO 

Casablanca: 33°39'N. 7°35’W. Morocco 


Arctic Tern (Sterna macrura) (7: 50 miles) 


23.7-55 
9-7-59 
7.7.58 
26.6.59 
18.7.58 
7.1.59 


Aberlady Bay: 56°01’N. 2°51’W. (East Lothian) RWJS 
Farne Islands (Northumberland) 53m. SE, 

Farne Islands: 55°37’N. 1°37’W. (Northumberland) 
Avonmouth (Gloucester) 280m. S, 

Farne Islands 


near East London: 33°10’S. 27°42’E. (Cape Province) South 
Africa 


Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) (4: 5 miles) 


7-7-53 

21.6.59 
28.6.57 
16.8.59 


13.7.§7 
21.6.59 


Buddon Ness: 56°28’N. 2°44’W. (Angus) JG 

Foulney (Lancashire) 160m. S. 

Ravenglass: 54°21'N. 3°25’W. (Cumberland) ROMF 
near Oporto: 41°09'N, 8°37’W. (Douro Litoral) Portugal 


Benacre: 52°21'N. 1°43’E. (Suffolk) H&W 
Foulney (Lancashire) 235m, WNW. 
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KEY 

Ringed Reccvered 
Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) 26.12.58 8.5.59 
Whice Wagtail (Motacilla alba) 11.9.58 30.6.59 
Wryneck (lynx torquilla) 7.9.58 2.7.59 
White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) 21.2.58 13.6.59 
Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) 5.1.58 28.5.58 
Woodcock (Scolopex rusticola) 2.2.59 2.5.59 
Redwing (Turdus musicus) 13.11.57 7.6.59 
Lapwing (Vonellus vonellus) 20.5.56 8.5.59 
Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) 21.2.57 24.5.59 
Pochard (Aythya ferina) 26.12.56 21.9.58 
Teal (Anas crecca) 12.3.57 0.8.58 
Redwing (Turdus musicus) 25.1.58 19.3.59 
Lesser Whitethroat (Sy/via currucc) 4.9.58 1.4.59 
Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe) 29.8.58 12.4.59 
Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) 11.9.58 15.11.59° 


ZErRr-T- TAIN > 


n 


*Date of report; precise date not known 
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Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis) (52) 


P12783 pull. 4-7-59 Farne Islands: 55°37’N. 1°37’W. (Northumberland) 

O end 10.59 Baie d’Audierne: ¢. 47°50’N. 4°40’W. (Finistére) France 
299662 pull. 27.6.57 nr. Killyleagh: 54°24’N. 5°39’W. (Down) PPM 

x (17.3.59) Walvis Bay: 22°59’S. 14°31’E. South-West Africa 
P13329 pull. 21.6.59 Stiffkey: 52°57’N. 0°56’E. (Norfolk) CBO 

x (27.9.9) Praia da Rocha: 37°07’N. 8°32’W. (Algarve) Portugal 


Fifteen British-ringed Sandwich Terns were recovered on the coasts of north 
and west Africa between Morocco and Ghana, the dates being spread fairly evenly 
throughout the year from September to July. 


Razorbill (Asa torda) (22: 100 miles) 


Birds ringed as pulli on Fair Isle, 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland), were recovered 
as follows: 

Ringed: Recovered. 

AT64113 1.7.59 6.10.59 smear Haugesund: ¢. 59°20’N. 5°23’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
AT64119 1.7.59 25.9.59 Faerder Fyr: ¢. 59°02’N. 10°32’E. Oslofjord, Norway 

AT 64314 8.7.59 (5.10.59) off Haugesund, Norway 

AT64408 11.7.59 23.11.59 mear Baracaldo: 43°20'N. 3°03’W. (Vizcaya) Spain 

















AT 59305 pull. 7.7.59 Handa: 58°23 N. 5°11’W. (Sutherland) MPH 

t 18.9.59 near Kinn: 61°35’N. 4°50’E. (Sogn og Fjordane) Norway 
AT59306 pull. 7-7-59 Handa MPH 

L 21.11.59 Oks6é Fyr: ¢. 58°02’N. 8°04’E. Kristiansand (Vest-Agder) 

Norway 

AT59533 pull, 21.6.59 Flannan Isles: 58°16’N. 7°35’W. Outer Hebrides WJE 

} 6.10.59 off Stavenaes: ¢. 61°25’N. 5°03’E. (Sign og Fjordane) Norway 
AT 59249 pull. 26.6.59 Flannan Isles WJE 

() 7.10.59 Holmen-Gra Fyr: 60°50’N. 4°40’E. (Hordaland) Norway 


AT62269 pull, 4.7.59 near Ballycastle: 55°15’N. 6°19’W. (Antrim) JAB 
+ (30.10.59) Talybont (Merioneth) 180m. SSE. 


3076004 pull. 11.6.59 Calf of Man: 54°03’N. 4°49’'W. CMRS 

t 22.10.59 Bilbao Bay: ¢. 43°20'N. 3°05’W. (Vizcaya) Spain 
AT 14952 ad. 8.6.57 Lundy: 51°12’N. 4°40’W. (Devon) 

x (11.2.59) Portland (Dorset) 105m. ESE. 


Birds ringed as pulli on Skokholm, 51°42’N. 5°16’W., and Skomer, 51°44’N. 
3°19'W. (Pembrokeshire), were recovered as follows: 


Ringed Recovered 
AT 57341 2.7.58 16.3.59 Pasajes: 43°19'N. 1°56’W. (Guipizcoa) Spain 

30§§117 10.7.58 (2.1.59) Ile d’Oleron: 45°55’N. 1°16’W. (Charente-Maritime) France 
305§586 15.7.58 25.10.59 Wissant: 50°52°N. 1°40’E, (Pas-de-Calais) France 

3064762 17.6.59 (2.11.59) Le Boucau: 43°32’N. 1°29’W. (Basses-Pvrénées) France 
3064802 19.6.59 28.11.59 off Guecho: 43°21'N. 3°o1’W. (Vizcaya) Spain 

3064931 28.6.59 3.11.59 St. Jean-de-Luz: 43°23’N. 1°39’W. (Basses-Pyrénées) France 
3064970 29.6.59 3.11.59 St. Jean-de-Luz, France 
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Guillemot (Uria aalge) (23: 120 miles) 

AT64261 pull, 8.7.59 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 

+ 21.11.59 Inner Bokntjord: ¢. 59°10°N. 5°35’E. (Rogaland SNorway 
AT 64269 pull, 8.7.59 Fair Isle 

x 3.10.59 Sdgne: 58°05’N. 7°49’E. (Vest-Agder) Norway 
AT 64286 pull, 8.7.59 Fair Isle 

+p 9.10.59 off Ris6r: 58°44’N. 9°15’E. (Aust-Agder) Norway 
01234 ad, . 4.6.58 North Rona: 59°08’N. 5°50’W. Outer Hebrides DAR 

+ 4.11.59 SOngvar Fyr: ¢. 58°00'N. 7°54’E. (Vest-Agder) Norway 
AT 26620 pull, 26.6.57 Isle of May: 56°11’N. 2°33’W. (Fife) 

. 18.10.59 Oslofjord: ¢. 59°00’N. 10° 40’E. Norway 
AT 26581 pull. 26.6.57 Isle of May 

x 24.1.59 Texel: 53°05’N. 4°50’E. Netherlands 
AT62275 pull. 4.7.59 near Ballycastle: 55°15’N. 6°19’W. (Antrim) JAB 

| 16.12.59 off Santander: 43°28'N. 3°48’W. Spain 
3055181 pull. 11.7.8 Skokholm: 51°42’N, 5°16’W. (Pembroke) 

v 23.5.59 Trouville: 49°22’N. 0°08’E. (Calvados) France 
AT43342 pull, 14.6.57. Lundy: 51°12’N. 4°40’W. (Devon) 

- (17.1.59) Le Tréport: 50°04’N. 1°22’E. (Seine-Maritime) France 


Birds ringed on the Farne Islands, 55°37’N. 1°37'W. (Northumberland), were 
recovered as follows: 


——Ringed——— Recovered. 
AJ1y791*11.7.59 14.10.59 Oslofjord, Norway 

AT sryos 22.7.59 13.10.59 mear Tvedestrand: 58°36'N. 8°55’E. (Aust-Agder) Norway 
AT s1y1z 22.7.59 (9.11.59) Oslofjord, Norway 

AT s1§42 22.7.§9 12.9.59 Minsmere (Suffolk) 260m. SE. 





3075907 5.8.59 29.11.59 off Fredrikstad: c. 59°03’N. 11°00’E, Oslofjord, Norway 


AT s1j27 22.7.59 26.12.59 Westerland: 54°54’N. 8°19’E. Sylt, Germany 





*Ringed as adult; the remainder were ringed as pulli. 


Puffin (Fratercula arctica) (5: 10 miles} 
AT 55103 pull. 10.7.58 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 
Vv ¢. 14.1.9 Plaistow (Essex) 560m. S. 
AT 53610 f.g. 27.5.58 off Aberdaron: 52°48’N. 4°41°W. (Caernarvon) BBO 
x 16.1.59 smear Almunecar: 36°44'N. 3°41°W. (Granada) Spain 
zossh2y ad. 15.7.58 Skokholm: 51°42’N. 5°16’W. (Pembroke) 
x 30.12.59 Cap Ferret: 44°42’N. 1°16'W. (Gironde) France 


Woodpigeon (Columba palumbus) (38: 50 miles) 


3002121 pull. 15.8.58 Six Mile Bottom: 52°12’N. 0°22’E. (Cambridge) MAFF 
+ (9.11.59) mear Godalming (Surrey) 75m. SSW. 


Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) (6: 5 miles) 


2000952 pull. 29.7.56 Downley: 51°39’N. 0°47’W. (Buckingham) JGa 
? 28.4.59 Belaleazar: 38°35’N. 5°10°W. (Cordoba) Spain 
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291164 4 17.5.7. Billericay: 51°38’N. 0°25’E. (Essex) D&SC 
+ 17.5.59 St. Savin de Blaye: 45°09’N. 0°26’W. (Gironde) France 
2033875 } 28.6.59 Foulness: 51°36’N. 0°55’E. (Essex) GD 
28.8.59 Sorde-lAbbaye: 43°32’N. 1°03’W. (Landes) France 
Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) (3: 5 miles) 


286645 juv. 13.9.59 Beddington: 51°23’N. 0°08’W. (Surrey) LNHS 
| 20.10.59 mear Les Sables d’Olonne: 46°31°N. 1°44’W. (Vendée) France 


Barn Owl (J y/o alba) (14: 50 miles) 


6.6.57 Moniaive: 55°11’N. 3°55’W. (Dumfries) TT 
18.1.59 Swayfield, Grantham (Lincoln) 210m. SE. 


Kingfisher (Aledo atthis) (2: 5 miles) 
16.6.57 Guildford: 51°14’N. 0°34’W. (Surrey) PELS 
13.1.9 Biddenden (Kent) 52m. E. 


Wryneck (]ynx torquiila) (1) 
116973 fg. 7.9.58 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 
x 2.7.59 Tj4motis: 66°56’N. 18°30’E. (Norrbotten) Sweden 
This is only the second foreign recovery of a British-ringed Wryneck. The 
first record also involved a bird ringed at Spurn and recovered in Sweden. 


Skylark (A/auda arvensis) (3: 5 miles) 


12.6.53 South Shields: 55°00’N. 1°25’W. (Durham) FGG 
0.12.59 Haverton Hill (Durham) 26m. S. 


Swallow (Hirundo rustica) (44: 50 miles) 
27.6.59 Whitfield: 54°54’N. 2°24’W. (Northumberland) C&L 
28.11.59 Colesberg: 30°45’S. 25°05’E. (Cape Province) South Africa 


pull. 16.8.58 Lambley: 52°58’N. 1°07’W. (Nottingham) PHS 
v breeding 18.8.59 smear Larne (Antrim) 225m. WNW. 


juv. 12.9.59 Burton Pedwardine: 52°58’N. 0°24’W. (Lincoln) WMP 
x 7.10.59 mear Valencia: 39°29’N. 0°24’W. Spain 


juv. 25.9.58 Bedworth: 52°29’N. 1°28’W. (Warwick) HI 
v breeding ¢.14.5.59 Newby (York) 138m. N. 


ad. 16.7.58 Shoreham: 50°50’N. 0°16’W. (Sussex) JS 
( . 22.1.9 Queenstown: 31°54’S. 26°53’E. (Cape Province) South Africa 


House Martin (Delichon urbica) (10: 50 miles) 


7.8.59 Hulver, near Beccles: 52°27’N. 1°34’E. (Suffolk) H&W 
30.8.59 West Mersea (Essex) 50m. SW. 


Sand Martin (Riparia riparia) (64: 50 miles) 


K38135 ad. 5.5.58 Knaresborough: 54°o1’N. 1°28’W. (York) JRM 
r 12.7.59 near Appleby (Westmorland) 53m. NW. 


110359 r, 20.6.59 mear Wetherby: 53°56’N. 1°23’W. (York) JRM 
: 29.7.59 sear Romford (Essex) 17om. SSE 


K42197 ; 13.7.8 Fairburn: $3°45’N. 1°17’W. (York) CW 
(22.1.59) Catral: 38°10’N. 0°47’W. (Alicante) Spain 
p 
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Birds ringed as juveniles on passage at Elm Park, near Romford, 51°35’N. 0°11'E. 
(Essex), were recovered as follows: 


) , , 
— —Ringed — —_—_—snaneneeeeee ——f Tt 


40286 2.8.58 27.6.59 Steep, Petersfield (Hampshire) 60m. SW. 


41060 5.8.58 13.6.59 smear Cassington (Oxford) 65m. WNW. 
40772 16,8.58 27.6.59 Rothley (Leicester) 95m. NW. 

Fr9461 =16.8.58 25.6.59 Merley, Wimborne (Dorset) 105m. WSW. 
66540 2.8.59 Sandwich (Kent) som. ESE. 


Great Tit (Parus major) (117: 20 miles) 
3.4.58 Sudbourne: 52°08’N. 1°31’E. (Suffolk) HP 
23.12.59 mear Lille: 50°35’N. 2°54’E. (Nord) France 
4.4.58 Littlestone: 50°59’N. 0°58’E. (Kent) DBO 
25.9.59 Borkel-en-Schaft: 51°18’N. 5°27’E. (Noord-Brabant) Nether- 
lands 


Blue Tit (Parus caeruleus) (274: 20 miles) 
K33806 10.3.58 Tattershall: 53°07’N. o°11’W. (Lincoln) JSA 
20.12.59 Rushden (Northampton) 56m. S. 
E81230 q 15.12.57 Grantham: 52°54’N. 0°38’W. (Lincoln) PJW 
18.1.59 Wassigny: 50°00’N. 3°36’E. (Aisne) France 
Esz2sos 2. 19.3.58 Attenborough: 52°54’N. 1°14’W. (Nottingham) JASB 
(15.3.59) Bedford 60m. SE. 
28366 ‘ 3.2.58 Leicester: 52°38’N. 1°05’W. FAB 
27.9.9 Sherwood (Nottingham) 24m. N. 
E8ogor ad, 13.12.57 Kettering: 52°24’N. 0°44’W. (Northampton) MJHP 
20.6.59 East Ham (Essex) 65m. SE. 
F24309 2. 7.4.58 Stewkley: 51°56’N. 0°46’W. (Buckingham) D&Q 
9.3.59 Wisborough Green (Sussex) 60m. S. 
F 24320 2. 8.4.58 Stewkley D&Q 
: (21.10 Maltby (York) rosm. N. 
E78&299 rg. 8.3.58 Swansea: 51°37’N. 3°56’W. (Glamorgan) MPH 
9.3.59 Bembridge, Isle of Wight 135m. ESE. 
C43432 ad, 1.9.57 Cookham: 51°34’N. 0°43’W. (Berkshire) CJRT 
x 7.6.59 Highgate (Middlesex) 23m. E. 
F67945 Ze 13.12.57 Esher: 51°23’N. 0°22’W. (Surrey) GB 
15.2.9 Chelwood Gate (Susscx) 26m. SE. 
C89382 rg. 8.3.58 Eythorne: 51°12’N. 1°17’E. (Kent) SBRS 
x fr. 14.12.59 Marquise: 50°48’N. 1°42’E. (Pas-de-Calais) France 
K30937 24.5.59 mear Uckfield: 50°58’N. 0°12’E. (Sussex) GRM 
> 16.10.59 New Malden (Surrey) 33m. NW. 
27503 ‘ 17.10.57 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) DBO 
e 14.5.59 Hawkhurst (Kent) 21m. WNW. 
F25088 mstW. 31.3.58 Dungeness 
x 14.4.59 Diisseldorf: 51°13’N. 6°47’E. (Nordrhein-Westfalen) Germany 


It is interesting to note that, with the exception of K30937, all the recoveries 
at a distance of more than twenty miles relate to birds ringed in the winter of 1957- 
58 at the time of the big tit irruption (see Brit. Birds, 53: 49-77, 99-117, 176-192). 
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Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes) (16: 5 miles) 
E77630 Fg. 27.4.58 Gibraltar Point: 53°06’N. 0°21’E. (Lincoln) 
11.4.59 Buxton (Norfolk) 48m. ESE. 
E53321 2. 26.10.57 Walberswick: 52°18’N. 1°41’E. (Suffolk) DBC 
y 8.6.59 Huntington (York) 165m. NW. 
23.1.59 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
12.5.59 East Harling (Norfolk) 40m. N. 
Kyr428 rg. 3.1.59 Foulness: 51°36’N. 0°55’E. (Essex) F&H 
15.7.59 Beccles (Suffolk) Gom. NNE. 
E.46788 f.g. 15.10.57 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
x 4.7.59 near Sevenoaks (Kent) 4om. NW. 
K29701 f.g. 29.3.59 Dungeness 
x 10.4.59 Waregem: 50°53’N. 3°26’E. (West Flanders) Belgium 
There are no previous foreign recoveries of British-ringed Wrens. 


Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus) (23: 20 miles) 
R29995 f.g. 18.1.59 ear Broadstairs: 51°23’N. 1°27’E. (Kent) DCHW 
+ 1.11.59 Tournebu: 48°58’N. 0°20°W. (Calvados) France 
S778sr pull. 19.4.59  Littlestone: 50°59’N. 0°58’E. (Kent) DBO 
~ 22.11.59 near Doudeville: 49°43’N. 0°47’E. (Seine-Maritime) France 


Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) (3: 5 miles) 

V61606 ; 16.12.57 mear Chester: 53°14'N. 2°53’W. (Cheshire) PRE 

: (4.12.59) (Gers) France 

Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos) (266: 100 miles) 

V76126 f.g. 31.3.58 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37°W. (Shetland) 

+ 1.1.59 Marcay: 46°28'N. 0°13’E. (Vienne) France 
R71312 ad. 30.6.59  mear Beanley: 55°27’N. 1°59’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 

x (16.12.59) Enniscrone (Sligo) 290m. WSW. 
R66748 f.g. 19.9.59 Skinburness: 54°53’N. 3°21’'W. (Cumberland) RS 

+ 7.12.59 mear Santander: 43°28’N. 3°48’W. Spain 
90796 ad. 24.10.58 Copeland: 54°40'N. 5°32’W. (Down) 

x (16.2.59) Armadale (West Lothian) 1togym. NE. 
R99721 f.g. 8.8.59 Masham: 54°13’N. 1°40°W. (York) RC , 

+ 8.12.59 Los Corrales de Buelna: 43°15’N. 4°04’W. (Santander) Spain 
R66584 11.7.59 mear Carnforth: 54°08’N. 2°46’W. (Lancashire) JW 

21.10.59 ear Eibar: 43°12’N. 2°26’W. (Guiptzcoa) Spain 
Vo98118 10.6.58 Gouthwaite: 54°05’N. 1°45’W. (York) S&W 
27.12.59 Kilkenny 240m. WSW. 
$10865 27.5.56  mear Ilkley: $3°56’N. 1°49’W. (York) WNS 
¢.31.1.59  Ballinagh (Cavan) 225m. W. 

$60623 2. 26.2.59 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E, (York) 

t- 19.11.59 mear Mézos: 44°02'N. 1°12’W. (Landes) France 


R61243 22.5.59 mear Mexborough: 53°30’N. 1°19’W. (York) GFO 
25.12.59 Clun (Shropshire) 100m. SW. 


$28587 F 1.11.57 Gibraltar Point: 53°06’N. 0°21’E. (Lincoln) 
7.11.59 Gazinet: 44°45’N. 0°38’W. (Gironde) France 
W 43082 fg. 14.9.58 Aylsham: 52°49'N. 1°15’E. (Norfolk) CLM 
30.11.59 Montendre: 45°18'N. 0°25’W. (Charente-Maritime) France 
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544194 i 22.4.56 Shirley: 52°25’N. 1°51'W. (Warwick) AWC 
(18.2.59) mear Ponte do Lima: 41°46’N. 8°35’W. (Minho) Portugal 
R99909 Le 10.10.59 Havering: 51°37’N. o°11’E. (Essex) JEF 
- 21.11.59 mear Sansol: 42°33'N. 2°15’W. (Navarra) Spain 
V77483 fg. 14.3.59 Epsom: 51°20’N. 0°16’W. (Surrey) DP 
[? 28.10.59 mear Gouarec: 48°13’N. 3°11’'W. (Cétes-du-Nord) France 
548178 -2- 13.2.6 Sway: 50°47’N. 1°37’W. (Hampshire) SHS 
45.59 near Saxmundham (Suffolk) 165m. NE, 
V1770 \ 8.1.55 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
7.1.59 Merelbeke: 51°00’N. 3°45’E. (East Flanders) Belgium 
$77313 2. 21.9.57. Dungeness 
5. 20.5.59 mear Knokke: 51°21'N. 3°19’E. (West Flanders) Belgium 
700703 26.11.58 Dungeness 
(21.10.59) near Quiévrechain: 50°23’N. 3°38’E. (Nord) France 
R47005 5.9.59 Dungeness 
30.12.59 mear Oliveira do Hospital: 40°21’N. 7°52’W. (Alto Alentejo) 
Portugal 
Many more British-ringed Song Thrushes (and Redwings) were recovered 
abroad in the autumn and winter of 1959-60 than in any previous season. It does 
not seem possible to account for this in terms of incteased ringing alone, but no 
other explanation suggests itself. 


Redwing (Turdus musicus) (19: 30 miles) 
S87051 istW. 29.10.56 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 
x 29.12.59 Castlebar (Mayo) 485m. SSW. 
§87721 ad. 8.11.57 Fair Isle 
+ 1.11.59 Queyrac: 45°23’N. 1°00’W. (Gironde) France 
V24259 fg. 6.1.59 St. Kilda: 57°49’N. 8°34’W. Outer Hebrides DB 
13.5.59 Glerarthorp: 65°42’N. 18°07’W. Akureyri, Iceland 
S602F0 2. 21.10.58 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 
, 21.11.59 Nogaro: 43°46’N. 0°02’W. (Gers) France 
R1r2587 2: 15.10.59 Spurn Point 
15.11.59 mear Montargis: 48°07’N. 2°45’E. (Loiret) France 
RgSoos 2. 1.11.58 Walton: 53°22’N. 2°37’W. (Lancashire) RPC 
13.10.59 Tenstedt: 52°48’N. 8°09’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 
01831X 7.10.59 Cley: 52°58’N. 1°03’E. (Norfolk) 
10.12.59 Mordn de la Frontera: 37°07'N. 5°28’W. (Sevilla) Spain 
V63300 2. 30.12.57 Blithfield: 52°49’N. 1°56’W. (Stafford) C&PM 
() 25.2.59) Seia: 40°25’N. 7°42’W. (Beira Alta) Portugal 
12792 Fg. 27.12.58 Blithfield C&PM 
: 21.10.59 mear Braune: 44°50°N. 0°14'W. (Gironde) France 
V96034 2. 19.10.58 Bardsey: 52°46’N. 4°48’W. (Caernarvon) 
late 10.59 Betekom: 50°59'N. 4°47’E. (Brabant) Belgium 
R4j757 2. 11.10.59 Bardsey 
, 19.12.59 Beznar: 36°57'N. 3°33’W. (Granada) Spain 
03780X .g- 11.10.59 Bardsey 
} 14.11.59 mear Ghent: 51°02'N. 3°51’E. (East Flanders) Belgium 


V64245 2. 25.10.58 Fulbourn Fen: 52°12’N. 0°15’E. (Cambridge) PRE 
) ¢. 10.10.59 Brembilla: 45°49’N. 9°37’E. (Bergamo) Italy 
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W16496 ad. 25.1.58 Dale: 51°43’N. 5°11’W. (Pembroke) SBO 

+ 25.10.59 Harasjén: 60°44’N. 11°14’E. (Hedmark) Norway 
V62525 f.g. 25.1.58 Epsom: 51°20’N. 0°16’W. (Surrey) CE&Q 

- 19.3.59 Makharadze: 41°56’N. 42°00’E. (Georgia) U.S.S.R. 
V49214 istW. 31.10.57 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 

+ 12.3.59 mear Angouléme: 45°39’N. 0°08’E. (Charente) France 
V49074 istW. 13.11.57 Dungeness 

: 7.6.59 Danilov: 58°12’N. 40°11’E. (Yaroslav) U.S.S.R. 
702622 istW. 7.12.58 mear Fordingbridge: 50°53’N. 1°45’W. (Hampshire) JSA 


21.10.59 Morcenx: 44°02’N. 0°55’W. (Landes) France 


This remarkable list of foreign recoveries, which should be compared with a 
total of 28 for the whole of the previous 50 years, illustrates the diversity and un- 
predictability of Redwing migration. The recoveries from Iceland and the 
U.S.S.R. are our first for the species in those countries. The first three birds 
listed were identified as belonging to the Icelandic race (T. m. coburni). 


Ring Ouzel (Turdus sorquatus) (3) 


V4rs79 pull. 22.5.58 mear Halifax: 53°45'N. 1°54’W. (York) HSS 

?/ 8.3.59 Gujan-Mestras: 44°39’N. 1°04’W. (Gironde) France 
R47371 istW. 11.10.59 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 

- 13.10.59 Walciviéres: 45°36’N. 3°52’E. (Puy-de-Déme) France 


R47375 f.g. 11.10.59 Dungeness 
+ end 10.59 Le Lauzet: 44°25’N. 6°26’E, (Basses-Alpes) France 


Blackbird (Turdus merula) (655) 


S87798 istW. d 14.11.57 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 
x 14.4.59  Pihlajalahti: 61°54’N. 28°28’E. (Mikkeli) Finland 
R78333 1istW.2 14.10.59 Fair Isle 
@) 16.10.59 Kvingo: 60°42’N. 5°20’E. Masfjorden (Hordaland) Norway 
R17729 pull. 15.§.59 Moniaive: 55°12’N. 3°55’W. (Dumfries) TT 
x 12.12.59 Ballinamore (Donegal) 160m. W. 
R62291 pull. 21.6.59 Langwathby: 54°42’N. 2°39’W. (Cumberland) WH 
v 11.10.59 Tory Isle (Donegal) 215m. W. 
$84987 juv. 1.9.59 Scolt Head: 52°59’N. 0°45’E. (Norfolk) C&C 
: 25.10.§9 mear Rambouillet: 48°39’N. 1°50’E. (Seine-et-Oise) France 
Séros8 ad. 3 2.11.56 Great Saltce: 52°07'N. 6°35’W. (Wexford) 
x (9.6.59 Camiers: 50°33’N. 1°39’E. (Pas-de-Calais) France 
590963 istW. J 1.12.57 St. Osyth: 51°49’N. 1°o5’E. (Essex) RWA 
m : 18.9.59 Livosaari: 60°20’N. 22°00’E, (Turku ja Pori) Finland 
R32442 ad. 3 22.10.58 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
r 30.3.9 Lohjansaari: 60°14’N. 23°50’E. (Uusimaa) Finland 
$77180 f.g. § 22.9.57 Dungeness 
| ¢. 1.1.59 Samaniego: 42°34’N. 2°38’W. (Alva) Spain 
06030X istW.2 16.10.59 Portland Bill: 50°31’N. 2°27’W. (Dorset) 
x 21.11.59 mear Lannion: 48°48’N. 3°17’W. (Cétes-du-Nord) France 


Fifty-nine Blackbirds were recovered abroad. Fifty-two of these, together with 
16 recoveries in Ireland, are summarised in Table G, below. The majority may 
be regarded as being of Continental origin, although the ringing dates of four 
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of those recovered in Ireland do not preclude the possibility of their being British- 
bred. 

Published in full, above, are an autumn drift migrant to Norway, the third, 
fourth and fifth recoveries in Finland, two unusual autumn movements to France 
(one seemingly a reoriented drift-migrant and one, perhaps, a British bird) and 
two movements of native birds into north-west Ireland, the Tory Island one, 
R62291, actually being retrapped at a lighthouse at 0200 hours. The bird ringed on 
Saltee is the most southerly breeding season recovery so far recorded for Blackbirds 
migrating to the British Isles. 


TaBLE G—COuNTRIES AND MONTHS OF RECOVERIES OF BLACKBIRDS (Turdus merula) 
Country of recovery Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug Sept. 


Norway (17) 
Sweden (14* 
Denmark (6 
Germany (to) 
Holland (2) 
France (1) and 
Belgium (1 


Ireland (16 


Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe) (9: 60 miles) 
29.8.58 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 
12.4.59 Bandol: 43°08'N. 5°45’E. (Var) France 


27.9.58 mear Seahouses: 55°35’N. 1°39’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 
mid 3.59 near Figueira da Foz: 40°09'N. 8°51’W. (Bcira Litoral) Portugal 


11.4.58 Cannock Reservoir: §2°41'N. 1°57’W. (Stafford) RSB 
24.§.59 WVoe (Shetland) 535m. N. 


17.8.9 Skokholm: 51°42’N. 5°16’W. (Pembroke) 
.12.9.59 Oliveira do Bairro: 40°32'N. 8°30°W. (Beira Litoral) Portugal 


5.8.59 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
(18.9.59) mear Erro: 42°57'N. 1°26’W. (Navarra) Spain 


Whinchat (Saxicola rubetra) (3) 
16.6.59 Kentmere: 54°26’N. 2°51’W. (Westmorland) JWA 
13.9.59 near Pamplona: 42°49’N. 1°39'W. (Navarra) Spain 
4.10.58 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 
26.5.59 near Buntingford (Hertford) 115m. S. 
7.9.58 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
(20.10.59) Mendigorria: 42°37’N. 1°50°W. (Navarra) Spain 


Redstart (Phoenicurus phoenicurus) (11: 5 miles) 
2? 6.9.59 Isle of May: 56°11'N. 2°33’W. (Fife) 
12.10.59 Pechina: 36°55’N. 2°25’W. (Almeria) Spain 
12.6.59 Parkend: 51°46’N. 2°33’W. (Gloucester) C&C 
5.10.59 Bordeaux: 44°50'N. 0°34’W. (Gironde) France 


18.8.59 St. Agnes: 49°53'N. 6°21’W., Scilly SABO 
¢. 12.9.59 Oliveirado Bairro: 40°32’N. 8°30’W. (Beira Litoral) Portugal 


493 





BRITISH BIRDS 


Bluethroat (Cyanosy/via svecica) (1) 
Kéi7os 1stS.2 24.5.59 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 
x 28.5.59 Ostende: 51°13’N. 2°55’E. (West Flanders) Belgium F 


This is only the second recovery of a British-ringed Bluethroat. 


Robin (Erithacus rubecula) (150: 60 miles) 





B14077 f.g. 0.2.94 Sleights: «°27'N. 0°40’W. (York) ABW 
t 12.11.§9 Tatenhill (Stafford) 120m. SSW. 
K37262 f.g. 10.4.58 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 
x ¢. 8.4.59 Stronsay (Orkney) 390m. NNW. 
K 73916 ad, 6.9.58 Minsmere: 52°14’N. 1°37’E. (Suffolk) DBC 
x (3.5.59) Cysoing: 50°34’N. 3°13’E. (Nord) France 
Ki1454 f.g. 9.11.58 Swansea: 51°38’N. 3°57’W. (Glamorgan) MPH 
x $.4.59 Bay of Biscay: 47°15'N. 5°05’W. (on board ship) 
Cs57438 f.g. 8.12.57 Morden: 51°24’N. o°12’W. (Surrey) MJC 
v 18.1.59 Holme Lacy (Hereford) 110m. WNW. 
K38910 ad, 7.2.59 South Godstone: 51°14’N. 0°04’W. (Surrey) CLC 
x (23.5.59) Bridgwater (Somerset) 125m. W. 
F25843 i2, 27.3.58 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
x (31.5.59) Mettingen: 52°19’N. 7°46’E. (Nordrhein-Westfalen) Germany 
F2gso3 f.g 19.2.58 Sandown: 50°39’N. 1°09’W. Isle of Wight LK 


xA (22.4.59) near Cardiff (Glamorgan) 110m. WNW. 

Throughout early October 1959 considerable numbers of Continental Robins 
reached the British Isles and were ringed on an unusually large scale. The follow- 
ing recoveries of birds ringed about that time are listed in date order of ringing 
and include several from 1960 to show the latter in their context. (For an analysis 
of the movement see Bird Migration, 1(4): 176-181.) 


J67713 istW. 2.10.59 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
x 3.12.59 Niort: 46°19'N. 0°27’W. (Deux-Sévres) France 
64701 f.g. 4.10.59 Sandwich Bay: 51°17’N. 1°20’E. (Kent) SBRS 
t (27.2.60) mear Melo: 40°31'N. 7°32’W. (Beira Alta) Portugal 
yzyut istW. 5.10.59 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 
x 21.5.60 smear Oslo: 59°55’N. 10°35’E. (Akershus) Norway 
J64579 f.g. 6.10.59 Sandwich Bay SBRS 
? 0.1.60 Villaviciosa: 38°05’N. 5°02’W. (Cordoba) Spain 
J25133 f.g. 7.10.59 Minsmere: 52°14’N. 1°37’E. (Suffolk) HEA 
x 4.4.60 near Wittmund: 53°34’N. 7°47’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 
167866 istW. 7.10.59 Dungeness 
? (14.12.59) Sao Braz d’Alportel: 37°08’N. 7°58’W. (Algarve) Portugal 
J75342 f.g. 7.10.59 Portland Bill: 50°31’N. 2°27’W. (Dorset) 
? 16.10.59 Alameda: 37°12’N. 4°39’W. (Malaga) Spain 
J25157 f.g. 11.10.59 Minsmere HEA 
v 5.4.60 Fair Isle 520m. NNW. 
J25165 f.g. 12.10.59 mear Sizewell: 52°12’N. 1°37’E. (Suffolk) HEA 
Q (10.11.59) Pefiarroya-Pucblonuevo: 38°19'N. 5°16’W. (Cordoba) Spain 
$3659 istW. 14.10.59 Fair Isle 
? ¢.15.1.60 mear Cantanhede: 40°20’N. 3°36’W. (Beira Litoral) Portugal 
J8roor f.g. 22.10.59 Dungeness 
x 3.4.60 near Aurich: 53°32’N. 7°33’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 


¢ 
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KEY 

Ringed Recovered 
A Blackcap (Sy!/vio atricapilia) 9.9.58 28.4.59 
B! Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla 7.8.59 29.9.59 
B* Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla fi 15.6.59 early 10.59 
C Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) 4.9.58 8.3.59 
D Snipe (Capella gallinago) 23.10.58 22.2.59 
E! Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa hypoleuca) 16.6.57 24.9.59 
E* Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa hypoleuca) 10.6.59 20.11.59 
F Willow Warbler (Phy/loscopus trochilus) 30.5.59 6.9.59 
G Whitethroat (Sy/via communis) 8.8.58 18.4.59 
H Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) 13.7.59 28.12.59° 


*Date of report; precise date not known 














jio jO jlo 








Map 2—Some notable recent recoveries in Africa 


Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) (6: 20 miles) 
64537 juv. 25.7.59 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
v 16.8.59 Menet: 45°18’N. 2°35’E. (Cantal) France 


Blackcap (Sy/via atricapilla) (4: 20 miles) 
J6os61 .9 17.8.59 Havering: 51°37’N. 0°11’E. (Essex) JEF 
(12.10.59) Algeciras: 36°08’N. 5°27’W. (Cadiz) Spain 


Kyogo2 uv. 13.9.58 mear Chaldon: 51°17'N. o°10'W. (Surrey) PW 
: 21.10.59 Urrugne: 43°22’N. 1°41’W. (Basses-Pyrénées) France 


K52270 ad. 9.9.58 St. Catherine’s Point: 50°34’N. 1°18’W. Isle of Wight BAEM 
t 28.4.59 mear Tetuan: 35°34'N. 5°23°W. Spanish Morocco 


Garden Warbler (Sy/via borin) (1) 


5.5.56 Bradwell-on-Sea: 51°44'N. 0°54’E. (Essex) BrBO 
(20.8.56) Passirac: 45°20’N. o°o5’W. (Charente) France 


Whitethroat (Sy/via communis) (27: 40 miles) 
14.8.58 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 
20.9.59  mear Portimao: 37°08'N. 8°32’W. (Algarve) Portugal 
17.8.59 Hackenthorpe: 53°23’N. 1°29’W. (York) SNHS 
12.9.59 Portland Bill (Dorset) 200m. S. 
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49264 ad. 29.7.59 mear Runcorn: 53°21'N. 2°44’W. (Cheshire) RPC 

x 27.9.59 Monte Real: 39°50’N. 8°52°W. (Beira-Litoral) Portugal 
K65118 juv. 8.8.58 Gibraltar Point: 53°06’N. 0°21’E. (Lincoln) 

¢) 18.4.59 Aéré: 16°23’N. 14°21'W. Senegal 
K78254 ad. 5 294.59 Cley: 52°58’N. 1°03’E. (Norfolk) CBO 

v 0.9.59 Lagos: 37°05'N. 8°40’W. (Algarve) Portugal 
E53525 f.g. 20.7.8 Walberswick: 52°18’N. 1°41’E. (Suffolk) DBC 

v 10.9.59 Mindelo: 41°18°N. 8°44’W. (Douro Litoral) Portugal 
J25080 juv. 3.7.59 Minsmere: 52°14’N. 1°37’E. (Suffolk) HEA 

v 9.8.59 Bradwell-on-Sea (Essex) 44m. SW. 
K4qs661 ad. 2 2.5.59 Bradwell-on-Sea: 51°44’N. 0°54’E. (Essex) BrBO 

x 6.5.59 Syleham (Norfolk) 43m. NNE. 
52176 1stS.2 25.5.59 Skokholm: 51°42’N. 5°16’W. (Pembroke) 

v 13.6.59 near Stormy Corner, Skelmersdale (Lancashire) 165m. NE. 
K91896 juv. 31.7.59 Havering: 51°37’N. o°11’E. (Essex) JEF 

x 4.9.59 Naron: 43°31'N. 8°09’W. (Corufia) Spain 
K69798 ad. 3 7-559 Lundy: 51°12’N. 4°40’W. (Devon) 

x ¢. 18.9.59 Comenda: 39°24'N. 7°47’W. (Alto Alentejo) Portugal 
J37090 istW. 31.8.59 Lundy 

? ¢. 28.12.59 Cantanhede: 40°20’N. 8°36’W. (Beira Litoral) Portugal 
F.76304 juv. 24.8.58 Portland Bill: 50°31’N. 2°27’W. (Dorset) 

+ 6.9.59 Vera de Moncayo: 41°48'N. 1°42’W. (Zaragoza) Spain 
K83386 f.g. 19.7.59 Portland Bill 

@) 8.8.59 near Bilbao: 43°15’N. 2°56’W. (Vizcaya) Spain 
K83732 ad. 2 2.9.59 Portland Bill 

Vv 5.9.59 Monforte de Lemos: 42°32’N. 7°30’W. (Lugo) Spain 


K65118 is the first British-ringed Whitethroat to be recovered in Africa. 
K83732 was caught at o800 GMT and trapped at o500 GMT three days later, thus 
having covered a distance of approximately 600 miles in a maximum of 69 hours. 


Lesser Whitethroat (S)/ria curruca) (2) 


J70070 f.g. 2.9.59 Cholsey: 51°34’N. 1°09’W. (Berkshire) OOS 
? 22.9.9 Rogno: 45°52’N. 10°09’E. (Bergamo) Italy 
31986 f.g. 4.9.58 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
+ 1.4.59 near Batrun: 34°15'N. 35°41’E. Lebanon 


There are three previous recoveries of British-ringed Lesser Whitethroats in 
Italy and one in Israel. 


Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus) (10: 10 miles) 


E74869 f.g. 8.9.58 Isle of May: 56°11'N. 2°33’W. (Fife) 

? 15.9.59 Monforte de Lemos: 42°32’N. 7°30’W. (Lugo) Spain 
K79895 ad. 21.8.59 Isle of May 

x 18.9.59 Rezé: 47°12'N. 1°34’W. (Loire-Atlantique) France 
K65986 pull, 30.5.59 Cregagh: 54°35'N. 5°56’W. Belfast JAC 

v 6.9.59 near Atar: 20°30'N. 14°45’W. Mauritania 
J10207 pull. 9.6.59 Staveley: 54°01’N. 1°28’W. (York) JRM 

+ 3.8.59 Santibafiez: 42°48’N. 4°45’W. (Palencia) Spain 
K32108 f.g. 27.7.58 Rathfarnham: 53°18’N. 6°18’W. (Dublin) RGW 

x (1.5.59) sear Trillick (Tyrone) 90m. NW. 
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29559 ad. 10.4.58 Skokholm: 51°42’N. 5°16’W. (Pembroke) 
x 4.6.59 near Iyvinestown (Fermanagh) ¢. zoom. NW. 
K65986 entered the tent of a desert patrol in arid country to the west of Atar, 


the co-ordinates given here being supplied by a sergeant of the patrol. The bird 
appeared to be in good health. 


Chiffchaff (Phy/loscopus collybita) (5: 10 miles) 
A76648 f.g. 14.9.56 Gibraltar Point: 53°06’N. 0°21’E. (Lincoln) 
/? 6.10.59 Zamora: 41°30'N. 5°45’W. Spain 
38718 " 1.5.59 Bardsey: 52°46’N. 4°48’W. (Caernarvon) 
x 19.5.§9 Iniscarra (Cork) 170m. WSW. 
Ji1392 f.g. 20.9.59 Chessington: 51°21’N, 0°18’W. (Surrey) DP 
@) 5.10.59 ear Nazaré: 39°36'N. 9°04’W. (Estremadura) Portugal 


72234 f.g. 28.9.59 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 
+ 11.10.59 Agoncillo: 42°27’N. 2°17’W. (Logrofio) Spain 


Goldcrest (Regulus regulus) (1) 


23.4.58 Copeland: 54°40'N. 5°32°W. (Down) 
23.11.59 Aldermaston (Berkshire) 280m. SE, 


Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa striata) (6: 20 miles) 
pull, 22.6.58 High Kelling: 52°56’N. 1°07’E. (Norfolk) GCB 
Q 14.9.59  mear Puente de la Reina: 42°40’N. 1°49’W. (Navarra) Spain 


pull. 24.6.59 Woldingham: 51°17’N. 0°o2’W. (Surrey) GRM 
x 10.9.59 Alfaro: 42°11’N. 1°45’W. (Logrofio) Spain 


f.g. 17.5.59 Portland Bill: 50°31’N. 2°27’W. (Dorset) 


16.8.59 near Amesbury (Wiltshire) 50m. NE. 


Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa hypoleuca) (7) 
E.22489 ; 16.6.57. Hamsterley: 54°41’N. 1°49'W. (Durham) ND&N 
24.9.59 Safi: 32°18’N. 9°15’W. Morocco 
K65435 f.g. 3.9.58 Gibraltar Point: 53°06’N. 0°21’E. (Lincoln) 
x .20.6.59 Arvesund: 63°13'N. 14°05’E. (Jaémtland) Sweden 
K466s5 pull. 15.6.58 mear Capel Curig: 53°06’N. 3°54’W. (Caernarvon) RAFK 
: 18.9.59 mear Coimbra: 40°12’N. 8°25’W. (Beira Litoral) Portugal 
J43172 pull. 14.6.59 mear Capel Curig RAFK 
QO .12.9.59 Mirandela: 41°28’N. 7°10’W. (Tras os Montes) Portugal 
60434 f.g. 3.9.59 Benacre: 52°21°N. 1°43’E. (Suffolk) H&W 
+ 10.10.59 Rota: 36°37’N. 6°21’W. (Cadiz) Spain 


34293 pull. 6.6.58 Parkend: 51°46’N. 2°33’W. (Gloucester) C&C 
| 18.9.59 mear Vila Nova de Ourém: 39°40°N. 8°35’W. (Beira Litoral) 
Portugal 


s8os4 pull. 10.6.59 Parkend C&C 
+ 20.11.59 Dar Si Aissa: 32°25’N. 9°05’W. Morocco 


There are no previous recoveries of British-ringed Pied Flycatchers in either 
Scandinavia or Africa. 


Dunnock (Prunella modularis) (59: 25 miles) 


K37375 f.g. 3.4.58 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 
x 14.1.9 Lehe: 54°20°N. 9°02’E. (Schleswig-Holstein) Germany 
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Meadow Pipit (Anthus pratensis) (20: 50 miles) 


F21628 f.g. 3.9.58 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 

. (13.11.59) Seville: 37°24'N. 5°59’W. Spain 
138976 juv. 8.7.59 Calf of Man: 54°03’N. 4°49’W. CMRS 

? 22.10.59 Anglet: 43°29’N. 1°30’W. (Basses-Pyrénées) France 
69237 f.g. 8.9.59 Calf of Man CMRS 

x 17.12.59 Castro Verde: 37°42’N. 8°05’W. (Baixo Alentejo) Portugal 
69447 f.g. 15.9.59 Calf of Man CMRS 

x 1.11.59 ear Oporto: 41°09'N. 8°37’W. (Douro Litoral) Portugal 
E6o4os ad. 14.12.58 Ilkley: 53°56’N. 1°49’W. (York) WNS 

x (19.1.59) mear Matlock (Derby) 58m. SSE. 
C16146 f.g. 8.9.56 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 

x (14.10.59) Almazan: 41°29’N. 2°31’W. (Soria) Spain 
K77013 f.g. 17.9.58 Spurn Point 

? 15.10.59 Guiche: 43°30’N. 1°11'W. (Basses-Pyrénées) France 
38816 pull. 19.5.§9 Bardsey: 52°46’N. 4°48’W. (Caernarvon) 

+ 27.9.59 mear Bayonne: 43°29'N. 1°27’W. (Basses-Pyrénées) France 
A67564 f.g. 1.10.55 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 

t 3.1.59 near Calafias: 37°40'N. 6°53’W. (Huelva) Spain 
C46454 f.g. 17.10.56 Abberton 

‘ 0.12.58  Bréville: 45°48’N. 0°16’W. (Charente) France 
47777 f.g. 25.9.59 Skokholm: 51°42’N. 5°16’W. (Pembroke) 

x (24.10.59) near Quimper: 48°00'N. 4°06’W. (Finistére) France 
45037 f.g. 18.10.58 mear Romford: 51°35’N. 0o°11’E. (Essex) RRS 

() 15.11.59 mear Loures: 38°53'N. 9°12'W. (Estremadura) Portugal 
45106 f.g. 28.10.58 mear Romford RRS 

x 31.10.59 Aranjuez: 40°02’N. 3°37’W. (Madrid) Spain 
A2s44d pull. 23.6.57 Stert: 51°14’N. 3°01’W. (Somerset) JR 

x 27.1.59  Kérity: 48°46’N. 3°02’W. (Cétes-du-Nord) France 


Recoveries of Meadow Pipits from so far east as Soria (C16146) and Madrid 
(45106) are exceptional. 


Pied/White Wagtail (Motacilla alba) (45: 50 miles) 





K21146 pull. 11.7.58 Loch Achray: 56°13'N. 4°24’W. (Perth) JMM 
x 20.1.9 Doncaster (York) 225m. SE. 
E60232 juv. 11.8.58 smear Ilkley: 53°56’N. 1°49’W. (York) WNS 
() (18.2.59) Zebreira: 39°51°N. 7°oq’W. (Beira Baixa) Portugal 
610503 ad, 11.9.8 Bardsey: 52°46’N. 4°48’W. (Caernarvon) 
x 30.6.59 Seydisfjérdur: 65°15’N. 14°01’W. Iceland 
65798 istW. 3.9.59 near Cambridge: 52°12’N. 0°07’E. C&PM 
t ¢. 20.11.59 Arcos: 36°45’N. 5°48’W. (Cadiz) Spain 
65840 itW. 7.9.59 near Cambridge C&PM 
. 26.10.59 Huelva: 37°15’N. 6°56’W. Spain 
45716 juv. 4.7.59 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
4 ¢. 1.11.59 Pombal: 39°55’N. 8°38’W. (Beira Litoral) Portugal 
Agyso2! ist W. 24.2.56 near Romford: 51°35’N. o°11’E. (Essex) RRS 
x 22.7.§9 Galashiels (Selkirk) 300m. NNW. 


498 





REPORT ON BIRD-RINGING FOR 1959 
4siyi ad. 21.11.58 smear Romford RRS 
+ (15.6.59) mear Cromer (Norfolk) room. NNE. 
Ky2091 istW. 13.9.58 St. Catherine’s Point: 50°34’N. 1°18’W. Isle of Wight BAEM 
+ 22.3.59 Ondarroa: 43°19'N. 2°25’W. (Vizcaya) Spain 
610503 is the first recovery of a British-ringed bird of this species in Iceland. 
It was identified as belonging to the race M. a. alba. 


Grey Wagtail (Mosacilla cinerea) (3: 5 miles) 


K36710 pull. 7.7.58 Cuddesdon: 51°44'N. 1°08’W. (Oxford) OOS 
v 26.9.59 Wartling (Sussex) 85m. SE. 


Yellow Wagtail ssp. (Motacilla fava) (14: 50 miles) 

C88943 pull. 12.6.58 mear Kendal: 54°20’N. 2°45’W. (Westmorland) ACW 

~ 0.11.59 ear Alvaraio: 41°38'N, 8°45’W. (Minho) Portugal 
62926 ad. 7.8.59 Gouthwaite: 54°05’N. 1°45’W. (York) S&W 

29.9.59 Dar Bouazza: 33°32'N. 7°50°W. Morocco 

K 44481 pull, 15.6.59 Wilmslow: 53°20’N. 2°15’W. (Cheshire) LAP 

x early 10.59 Chami: 20°05’N. 15°58’W. Mauritania 
K11783 pull. 5.6.58 Cley: 52°58’N. 1°03’E. (Norfolk) 

+ 27.9.59 mear Lisbon: 38°44'N. 9°08’W. (Estremadura) Portugal 


Boré16 ad. J 18.4.55 Abberton: 51°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
2.8.59 Little Langdale (Westmorland) 240m. NW. 


K59069 16.8.58 Abberton 
( 16.4.59 Benicarlo: 40°25’N. 0°25’E. (Castellon) Spain 


K98990 f.g. 17.8.59 Christchurch: 50°44’N. 1°45’W. (Hampshire RI}J 
( 14.9.59 Rasines: 43°18’N. 3°25’W. (Santander) Spain 


Red-backed Shrike (Lanius cristatus collurio) (5: 5 miles) 


pull. 14.6.59 mear Lyndhurst: 50°53’N. 1°35’W. (Hampshire) RJJ 
x 29.7.59 Aldbourne / Wiltshire) 45m. N. 


Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) (1,050) 
185 Starlings were recovered abroad, as shown in Table H. 


raspre H—CounrrRik£s AND MONTHS OF RECOVERIES OF STARLINGS (Séurnus vulgaris 


f recovery PMar ) June uls Ig Cf ic Nov 


France 
Belgiur 
Holland (27* 
Demark (26* 
Norway (1 
Sweden (12 
Germany (47*) 
Poland (13) 
Balric 

States (13) 
Finland (8*) 
U.S.S.R. (17 





*Total includes undated records 


See footnote to Table A 
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The months of ringing of these birds of presumed Continental origin were: 
October, 12; November, 21; December, 21; January, 71; February, 34; March, 
22; and April, 4. 

Six birds ringed at a roost at Welney in Cambridgeshire in the period October- 
November 1957 were recovered in the breeding season, two in Germany, one in 
Poland and three in the U.S.S.R., thus indicating that the Starlings in the large 
winter roosts may be of mixed origin. 

The foreign recoveries amongst those set forth in full below are included in 





Table H. 
Wr49s9 juv. 20.6.56 Fair Isle: 59°32’N. 1°37’W. (Shetland) 

@) end 2.58 “*20 miles south of Iceland” 
R80653 f.g. 13.3.59 mear Liverpool: 53°24'N. 2°54’W. (Lancashire) RPC 

Vv 28.3.59 Neu-Kaletka: 53°35’N. 20°34’E. (Olsztyn) Poland 
R36067 f.g. 30.11.58 Haverhill: 52°05’N. 0°26’E. (Suffolk) JMSA 

Vv 23.12.58 Colsterworth: 52°48’N. 0°37’W. (Lincoln) 65m. NW. 

x 28.9.59 mear Bremen: 53°05’N. 8°48’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 
V62797 f.g. F 14.1.58 Bishop’s Stortford: 5§1°53’N. 0°09’E. (Hertford) AD 

x 12.1.59 Nesterov: 54°40’N. 22°35’E. (Kaliningrad) U.S.S.R. 
$29575 ad. 3 4.3.56 near Romford: 5§1°35’N. o°11’E. (Essex) RRS 

Vv 5.4.57 Etk: 53°51°N. 22°20’E. (Bialystok) Poland 

Vv Spring 1958 Etk 

Vv 10.4.59 Elk 
§ 56872 f.g. 29.11.58 Chilton: 51°34’N. 1°17’W. (Berkshire) OOS 

x 31.1.9 af sea English Channel: ¢. 50°00’N. 2°50’W. 

Greenfinch (Chloris chloris) (154: 75 miles) 

R47478 f.g. S 15.10.59 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 

v 13.12.59 Armentiéres: 50°41'N. 2°53’E. (Nord) France 
V70302 ad. 22.1.58 Shoreham: 50°50’N. 0°16’W. (Sussex) JS 

x 12.5.9 Saxmundham (Suffolk) 120m. NE. 

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) (20: 5 miles) 

)76638 istW, 5.9.59 Cliffe: 51°28’N. 0°30’E. (Kent) G&W 

‘ (2.12.59) mear Logrofio: 42°26’N. 2°27’W. Spain 
51230 juv. 21.7.9 Leybourne: 51°18’N. 0°28’E. (Kent) EGP 

Q 3.10.59 Menin: 50°48’N. 3°07’E. (West Flanders) Belgium 
33598 f.g. 21.6.59 Holwell: 50°56’N. 1°54’°W. (Dorset) RFH 

+ 22.11.59 Pefiaranda: 40°54’N. 5°13’W. (Salamanca) Spain 
K71395 juv. 4.9.58 Holwell RFH 

() 7-11.59 Pamplona: 42°49’N. 1°39’W. (Navarra) Spain 
K 49796 f.g. 8.8.58 Cranborne: 50°55’N. 1°56’W. (Dorset) RFH 

x ¢.16.2.59 St. Geours: 43°41'N. 1°14’W. (Landes) France 
£46431 f.g. 2.10.57 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 

() ¢. 1.9.59 Fontenoy: 50°34’N. 3°29’E. (Hainaut) Belgium 


(For an analysis of finch movements and recoveries in the winter of 1959-60 
see Bird Migration, 1(4): 176-181.) 
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J27951 

152633 

74314 
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Linnet (Carduelis cannabina) (33: 70 miles) 


; near Seahouses: 5§5°35’N. 1°39’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 
Pompignac: 44°50'N. 0°33’W. (Gironde) France 
South Shields: 55°00’N. 1°25’W. (Durham) ND&N 
(31.10.59) Mézos: 44°05’N. 1°10’W. (Landes) France 


6.6.59 Knaresborough: 54°o1'N. 1°28’W. (York) S&W 


¢. 1§.11.§9 St. Geours: 43°41'N. 1°14’W. (Landes) France 


§-7-59 Attenborough: 52°54'N. 1°14’W. (Nottingham) JASB 
12.11.59 Tosse: 43°41’N. 1°20°W. (Landes) France 
6.7.59 Bardsey: 52°46'N. 4°48’W. (Caernarvon) 
18.10.59 Messanges: 43°49’N. 1°23’W. (Landes) France 
19.5.59 mear Nuneaton: 52°32’N. 1°28’W. (Warwick) HL 
3.11.59 mear Sauveterre: 44°42'N. 0°04’W. (Gironde) France 
13.6.59 Havering: ¢:°37°'N. o°11’E. (Essex) JEF 
21.10.59 St. Perdon: 43°52’N. 0°34’W. (Landes) France 
25.7.59 Havering JEF 
4.11.59 Capbreton: 43°38’N. 1°25’W. (Landes) France 
19.7.59 Foulness: 51°36’N. 0°55’E. (Essex) GD 
11.59 St. Genes: 45°02’N. 0°25’W. (Gironde) France 
12.7.§9 Foulness GD 
25.10.59 St. Vincent de Tyrosse: 43°39'N. 1°18’W. (Landes) France 
24.6.59 East Tilbury: 51°28’N. 0°26’E. (Essex) ABO 
8.11.9 St. Sulpice: 44°51'N. o°12°W. (Gironde) France 
15.8.59 Cliffe: 51°28’N. 0°30’E. (Kent) G&W 
3.11.59 Sare: 43°19'N. 1°34’W. (Basses-Pyrénées) France 
19.9.59 Cliffe G&W 
14.11.59 St. Vincent de Tyrosse, France 

Sandwich Bay: 51°17’N. 1°20’E. (Kent) SBRS 

Bidart: 43°26’N. 1°35’W. (Basses-Pyrénées) France 


Dungeness: 50°55'N. 0°59’E. (Kent 
Salies-de-Béarn: 43°28’N. 0°55’W. (Basses-Pyrénées) France 


Redpoll (Carduelis flammea) (4) 
4.5.59 near Ford: §5 38’N. 2°05 W. (Northumberland) MHBO 
15.10.59 Quaregnon: 50°27’N. 3°52’E. (Hainaut) Belgium 


20.8.59 The Cheviot: ¢. 55°30°N. 2°14’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 
15.11.59 mear St. Genevitve: 44°50’'N. 2°50’E. (Aveyron) France 


31.5.§9 Knowsley: 53°27’N. 2°52’W. (Lancashire) AMW 
-11.§9  mear Sittard: 50°57°N. 5°54’E. (Zuid-Limburg) Netherlands 


14.9.57 Gibraltar Point: 53°06’N. 0°21’E. (Lincoln) 
11.2.§9 Anderlues: 50°24’N. 4°16’E. (Hainaut) Belgium 


Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) (61: 10 miles) 


8.11.55 mear Seahouses: 55§°35’N. 1°39’W. (Northumberland) MHBO 
24.3.59 at sea 45 miles W. of Esbjerg: ¢. 55°30°N. 7°20’E. Denmark 


8.4.58 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0o°06’E. (York) 
24.4.§9 Frogmore (Hertford) 130m. S. 
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E77751 ad. S 4.7.58 Gibraltar Point: 53°06’N. 0°21’E., (Lincoln) 

() ¢. 10.11.59 Duisburg: 51°26'N. 6°45’E. (Nordrhein-Westfalen) Germany 
E89098 f.z. 3 1.1.58 Blithfield: 52°46’N. 1°55’W. (Stafford) C&PM 

() 12.10.59 Oudenaarde: 50°50’N. 3°37’E. (East Flanders) Belgium 
Eégir8 f.g. 3 1.1.58 Blithfield C&PM 

x (23.12.59) near SOnder Nissum: 56°19’N. 8°12’E. (Jutland) Denmark 
C7814 f.g. 3 19.1.§7 Burnham Beeches: 51°32’N, 0°40’W. (Buckingham) JFP 

x ¢. 28.10.59 Kruibeke-Waas: 51°10°N. 4°19’E. (East Flanders) Belgium 
E&sys48 id. 3 18.1.58 Stockbury: 51°20’N. 0°42’E. (Kent) EGP 


15.10.59 Gesmold: 52°13’N. 8°16’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 


Betteshanger: 51°14'N. 1°18’E. (Kent) AP 


26.12.5 
24.10.59 Ravels: 51°22’N. 5°00’E. (Antwerp) Belgium 
K&4s96 f.gz. fF 7.12.58 Hythe: 51°06’N, 1°04’E. (Kent) HS 
» 18.3.5§9 mear Ahaus: 52°05’N. 7°02’E. (Westfalen) Germany 
K 86997 ad. 3 3.12.58 Blandford: 50°52’N. 2°08’W. (Dorset) BS 
11.3.§9 Schoten: 51°15’N. 4°30’E. (Antwerp) Belgium 
Snow Bunting (P/ectrophenax nivalis) (3: 10 miles) 
K77435 istW. J 26.12.58 Spurn Point: 53°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 
x 8.5.59 Breiddalsvik: 64°48’N. 14°01’W. Iceland 


This is the first recovery of a British-ringed Snow Bunting in Iceland. 


House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) (232: 20 miles) 


C92724 ad. § 16.10.57 Spurn Point: 5§3°35’N. 0°06’E. (York) 
< 3.7.59 Middleton (York) 57m. NW 


Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus) (11: 15 miles) 


K23892 ad. 1.3.59 Guildford: 51°14'N. 0°34’W. (Surrey) GRG 
v 4.4.59 Gidea Park (Essex) 40m. NE. 


Recoveries in Great Britain and Ireland 
of birds ringed abroad 
By E. P. Leach 


Selected list of recoveries reported 


The symbols and terms are the same as those used in the “Report on bird-ringing”’ 
(see page 467), with the exception that the term “juv.” cannot always be relied 
upon to signify a young bird that is able to fly freely: owing to lack of unanimity 
in the various ringing schemes, this term may sometimes mean a nestling or chick. 
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FOREIGN-RIMNGED RECOVERIES 


Abbreviations used for ringing stations 


Brussels P. Paris 
Copenhagen Port. University of Oporto 
Gothenburg R&. Reykjavik 
Heligoland San S. San Sebastian (Grupo “Aranzadi ’ 
Hak, Helsinki S/av. Stavanger 
Hei, R.S. Helsinki Riista Saatid (Game 


f Stockholm 


S7. 
Research Institute) $7. Orn, Stockholm “Ornis” (Sveriges 


a Leiden Ornithologiska Férening) 
M. Moscow SIF". 
0. Oslo 


Svenska Jagare Férbundet 


[A welcome development shown up in this report, and one which would have 
given special pleasure to the late H. F. Witherby, is the emergence of an organised 
ringing effort in the Iberian peninsula, a region of so much importance as a migra- 
tion route. Spain and Portugal have always contributed substantially to recoveries, 
but now we have, for example, Goldfinches being ringed in both these countries 
and recovered in England as a parallel to others ringed in Kent and Dorset and 
recovered in Spain. It is to be hoped that this initiative will flourish. 

The recovery in Essex of a Red-throated Diver ringed as a young bird in south- 
west Greenland is something new and, contrary to what earlier seemed an estab- 
lished pattern, the recoveries of Teal ringed in the Camargue out of the breeding 
season included quite a number in England, Wales and Ireland. Ireland also 
produced a January recovery of a Belgian-ringed Garganey duck, while Scotland 
vielded the first foreign-marked Waxwing to be recorded here, only six weeks 
after it had been ringed in Sweden. 

Once more there is evidence of an impressive invasion of young gulls—Great 
Black-backed and Herring as well as Common—from the U.S.S.R. in addition to 
Scandinavia, while a Herring Gull hatched on Ushant, France, arrived here from 
the opposite direction.—Eps.] 


Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) 


cs pull. $.7.§0 Ikamiut: 68°38’°N. 51°51’W. Greenland 
270411 x A autumn 1959 North Fambridge: 51°39’N. 0°41’E. (Essex) 


This is the first recovery in the British Isles of any species of diver bearing a 
foreign ring. 


Manx Shearwater (Proce//aria puffinns) 
of ad, 7.4.59 Phare du Creac’h: 48°28’N. 5°o5’W. Ushant, France 
FA3005 v 1.7.59 Skokholm: 51°42’N. 5°16’W. (Pembroke) 
Heron (Ardea cinerea) 
The first four were all ringed as nestlings on 30.5.57 at Sund, 60°17'N. 5°10’E. 
(Hordaland), Norway. 
Stay. 
204663 ‘ 21.1.8 Aywick: 60°34’N. 1°02’W. Yell, Shetland 
204664 : 27.2.58 Dalry: 55°42’N. 4°42’W. (Ayrshire 
22.3.58 Long Hope: 58°48’N. 3°12’°W. Orkney 
206054 19.1.8 Halbeath: 56°06’N, 3°26’W. (Fife) 
Sz. Q 8.6.58 Vasteras: 59°36’N. 16°30’E. (Vastmanland) Sweden 


SA1218 : 29.9.59  Bibury: 51°45°N. 1°48’W. (Gloucester) 
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Hki. 
H29693 
H&i. 
H25883 
Hai. B.S. 
207238 
ae SZ 
107537 
H, 
399244 


juv. 


juv. 


10.7.§8 
1.12.§9 
18.7.58 
28.11.59 
9.6.58 
16.12.59 
24.6.59 
18.11.59 
3.12.58 
25.9.59 
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Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
Pori: 61°30’N. 21°45’E. Finland 
Hetton Hall: 55°35’N. 1°56’W. (Northumberland 
Pori, Finland 
Riccall: 53°50’N. 1°04’W. (York) 
Pori, Finland 
Narborough: 52°41'N. 0°35’E, (Norfolk) 
Borviksbruk: 59°21’N. 12°58’E. (Varmland) Sweden 
Port Clarence: 54°36’N. 1°12’W. (Durham) 
Celle: 52°37'N. 10°05’E. (Hanover) Germany 
Londonderry: 55°o1'N. 7°18'W. 


In addition to the records detailed above which, with one exception, indicate 
the native places of the birds, there are many others showing the annual influx of 
migrants from Belgium and Holland spreading out widely over Britain and Ireland. 


M. 
B481323 
Hki. 
C77949 
Hei 
C81142 


Hei. R.S. 


121§0 


SJ.F. 
$7979 
C. 
§53537 
Pp. 
EC1828 


# 
DB963 
if 

EC71 64 
,s 
DB7624 


P. 
ED682 
P. 
ED8085 
P, 
ED8151 
P. 
ED8409 
P, 
ED 9681 


juv. 


juv. 
Vv 


juv 


juv 


tstW, 


istW. 


istW. 


istW, >) 


ist W. ¢ 


istW. 


2.8.59 
14.11.59 
17.6.59 
28.9.§9 
15.7.59 
9-9.59 
10.7.§9 
28.11.59 
2.12.59 
6.12.59 
13.6.58 
12.10.§9 
19.6.57 
1.12.59 
26.11.§7 
27.12.57 
(20.1.§9 
4.12.57 
12.9.§9 
19.12.57 
30.12.59 
7.1.98 
4.2.58 
27.1.59 
1§.3.58 
12.1.§9 
18.12.58 


10,12.§9 


31.12.58 
6.12.59 


13.1.§9 
14.10.59 


Teal (Anas crecca) 
Abia-Paluoai: 58°02’N. 24°51’E. Estonian S.S.R. 
Wansford: 52°34'N. 0°25’W. (Northampton) 


Téysd: 62°36'N. 23°44’E. Finland 
Abberton: §1°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 


Pori: 61°30’N. 21°45’E. Finland 
Estuary of R. Duddon: 54°14’N. 3°13’W. (Lancashire 


Kauhava: 63°08’N. 23°15’E. Finland 
Abberton: 51°50°N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 
Abberton 

Abberton 


Puoltikasvaara: 67°26’N. 21°08’E. (Norrbotten) Sweden 
Tynan Abbey: 54°20’N. 6°50’W. (Armagh) 
Amager: 55°40’N. 12°38’. (Zealand) Denmark 
Hexham: 54°58’N. 2°06’W. (Northumberland) 
Le Sambuc: 43°31°N. 4°42’E. (Bouches-du-Rhéne) France 
Le Sambuc 

Stodmarsh: 51°18’N. 1°13’E. (Kent) 

Le Sambuc, France 

Horsted Keynes: 51°00’N. 0°06’W. (Sussex 

Le Sambuc, France 

near Wooler: §5°33'N. 2°01'W. (Northumberland 
Le Sambuc, France 

Le Sambuc 

Exbury: 50°48’N. 1°24’W. (Hampshire 

Le Sambuc, France 

Leiston: §2°13’N. 1°35’E. (Suffolk) 

Le Sambuc, France 

East Somerton: 52°43'N. 1°40’E. (Norfolk 

Le Sambuc, France 

Beelsby: 53°30°N. o°11’W. (Lincoln) 

Le Sambuc, France 

Orford: 52°06'N. 1°33’E. (Suffolk) 

Le Sambuc, France 

Isle of Sheppey: 51°25’N. 0°50’E. (Kent) 
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P, istW. d 17.1.59 Le Sambuc, France 
EEo360 : 27.12.59 Brumlosh: 53°22’N. 7°55’W. (Roscommon) 
r. istW. 2 24.1.59 Le Sambuc, France 
EEo718 16.9.59 Lough Neagh: ¢. 54°34’N. 6°16’W. (Antrim) 
. tstW. 3 9.2.59 Le Sambuc, France 
EF3544 t 18.9.59 mear Newport: 51°34’N. 2°59’W. (Monmouth) 

The first six recoveries have been selected because they show breeding localities 
and the remainder have been detailed to point out the increasing number of records 
in Britain and Ireland of Teal ringed out of the breeding-season in the Camargue. 
Apart from these, there are numerous recoveries each season of birds trapped in 
Belgium and Holland. 


Garganey (Axas querquedula) 


B. : 29.3. Meetkerke: 51°14'N. 3°09’E. (West Flanders) Belgium 
33138 : 24. New Ross: 52°23’N. 6°57’'W. (Wexford) 


Wigeon (Anas penelope) 
H. ; 3.2.56  Wiilfrath: 51°17’N. 7°03’E. (Westfalen) Germany 
376361 ; 15.1.57 Pawlett: 51°12’N. 3°00’W. (Somerset) 
oe : 5.2.58 Haarsteeg: 51°43'N. 5°13’E. (N. Brabant) Holland 
385095 : 31.10.59 Munlochy: 57°33’N. 4°14’W. (Ross) 


Le 3 12.3.§8 Haarsteeg, Holland 
381162 + winter 1959/60 near Abberton: §1°50’N. 0°53’E. (Essex) 


Pintail (Anas acuta) 


M. I. 6.7.58 Matsalu Bay: 58°44’N. 23°46’E. Estonian S.S.R. 
F.480143 } 19.9.§9 Ince: §3°17’N. 2°50’W. (Cheshire) 


as 24.1.9  Haarsteeg: 51°43’N. 5°13’E. (N. Brabant) Holland 
t 12.1 


391054 .§9 Iken: §2°09'N. 1°31’E. (Suffolk) 


Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) 


Cc. uv. 3.6.51 Oksnaes: 55°13’N. 11°22’E. (Zealand) Denmark 
490686 - 30.1.4 Braunton: 51°07’N. 4°10’W. (Devon) 


Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) 
CRE r. 13.8.58 Boda: 61°32’N. 16°53’E. (Halsingland) Sweden 
101860 - 1.1.§9 Loch Eaval: 57°37’N. 7°29’W. North Uist, Outer Hebrides 


Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 


G. r. 1.8.54 Kors6r: 5§5°20’N. 11°09’E. (Zealand) Denmark 
497988 t 14.12.54 Barrow-in-Furness: 54°08’N. 3°14’W. (Lancashire) 


H. 2. 31.8.52 Estuary of R. Weser: ¢. 53°50’N. 8°20’E. Germany 
365816 : (9.6.59) Dunwich: 52°17’N. 1°39’E. (Suffolk) 


H. .g. 17.8.58 Estuary of R. Weser, Germany 
367432 (leg only) 2.8.59 Sandyhills Bay: 54°53’N. 3°44’W. (Kirkcudbright) 
Pink-footed Goose (Anser arvensis brachyrhynchus) 


A good many Pink-footed Geese which had been ringed in central Iceland were 
again shot on the British wintering grounds. There were still a few carrying 
rings dating from 1951 but, as might be expected, the rings of the 1953 expedition 
outnumbered them. 
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BRITISH BIRDS 
Sparrowhawk (Accipiser nisus) 


Hei. juv. 3.9.57 Signilskar: 60°12’N. 19°22’E. Aland Is. Finland 
C56931 t 24.12.57 Woodbastwick: 52°41’N. 1°28’E. (Norfolk) 


Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) 


BRS pull, 10.7.59 Flakatrask: 64°15’N. 18°31’E. (Lappmark) Sweden 
80804 v 30.10.59 Swadlincote: 52°47'N. 1°34’W. (Derby) 


This is the first Swedish-ringed Kestrel to be recovered in Britain. 


Water Rail (Ra/lus aquaticus) 


H. f.g. 9.11.58 Heligoland: 54°11’N. 7°55’E. Germany 
6182844 * 0.10.59 Sloothby: 53°13’N. o°15’E. (Lincoln) 


Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) 


Rk. pull. 24.6.59 Gardar: 64°49’N. 23°08’W. Iceland 

$4429 x (cat) 15.10.59 Bantry: §1°41’N. 9°27’W. (Cork) 

RA. pull. 9.6.57 Westmann Is.: 63°24’N. 20°17’W. Iceland 
$5821 : ¢. 21.10.59 Ard: §3°19'N. 9°51’W. Moyrus (Galway 


Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) 


M. pull. 7.6.57 near Puhtu: 5§8°33°N. 23°31'E. Estonian S.S.R. \ 

D218802 x 23.3.9 smear Henley-in-Arden: 52°17’N. 1°47’W. (Warwick) 

Stav. pull. 30.5.55 Time: 58°43’N. 5°38’E. (Rogaland) Norway 

616843 x (wires) 22.1.58 Urlingford: 52°45’N. 7°40’W. (Kilkenny) 

Stav. pull. 16.5.57. Time, Norway 

618006 x 16.4.58 South Ronaldshay: ¢. 58°50'N. 2°55’W. Orkney 

Star. pull. 7.6.57 Time, Norway 

621272 x (21.4.8) Lydiate: 53°33’N. 2°59’W. (Lancashire 

Star. pull, 6.6.55 Sokndal: 58°20’N. 6°17’E. (Rogaland) Norway 

613505 ; 4.12.58 Southport: 53°39’N. 3°0o’W. (Lancashire) 

Stay. pull. 20.5.6 Klepp: 58°44’N. 5°33’E. (Rogaland) Norway 

611644 x 15.5.58 Ladybank: 56°17’N. 3°o8’W. (Fife 

Stav. pull. 18.6.58 Sola: 58°53’N. 5°38’E. (Rogaland) Norway 

624393 x 20.10.58) Hetton-le-Hole: 54°49’N. 1°28’W. (Durham 

§.).F. pull, 12.5.7 Alga: 59°39’N. 12°30’E. (Varmland) Sweden 

43423 x 19.2.5¢ Stoke Lyne: 51°57’N. 1°11’W. (Oxford) 

A pull. 17.5.2 Héjer: 54°58’N. 8°42’E. (Jutland) Denmark 

$95586 x 7.2.44 Falmouth: 50°08’N. 5°04’W. (Cornwall) 

c pull. 24.§.§2 Amager: §5°40’N. 12°38’E. (Zealand) Denmark 

695401 x 20.12.54 mear Selby: 53°47'N. 1°05’W. (York) 

C. pull. 13.§.51 Korsér: §5°20’N. 11°09’E. (Zealand) Denmark 

694441 : 25.1.3 Lough Corrib: 53°27’N. 9°16’W. (Galway) 

H. pull, 4.5.55 Gifhorn: 52°29’N. 10°33’E. (Hanover) Germany 

6186401 x 12.2.59 Ulnes Walton: 53°40’N. 2°43’W. (Lancashire) 

Eas ad. (7.3.54 Reeuwijk: 52°03’N. 4°42’E. Holland 

241553 + 26.2.56 Ballylanders: 52°22’N. 8°21’W. (Limerick 
Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) 

H. pull. 21.6.59 Heligoland: 54°11’N. 7°55’E. Germany 

%933958 x 7.9.$9 Tollesbury: 51°46’N. 0o°50’E. (Essex) 
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FOREIGN-RINGED RECOVERIES 


Golden Plover (Charadrius apricarius) 
19.6.56 Westmann Is.: 63°24’N. 20°17’W. Iceland 
12.10.59 Mageney: 52°54'N. 6°55’W. (Kildare) 
8.8.57 Midnes: 64°04'N. 22°43’W. Iceland 
6.2.59 Newport: §3°53’N. 9°33’W. (Mayo) 
13.10.58 Midnes, Iceland 
8.2.59 Cleggan: $3°33'N. 10°07’W., (Galway) 
8.9.59 Midnes, Iceland 
23.12.59 Glanamman: 51°48’N. 3°56’W. (Carmarthen) 
23.3.6 Onderdendam: 53°20’N. 6°35’E. (Groningen) Holland 
0.2.§9 Bodmin Moor: ¢. 50°35'N. 4°35’W. (Cornwall) 


23.3.56 Munnekenzijl: 53°18’N. 6°16’E. (Friesland) Holland 
15.10.59 Covenham: 5§3°27’N. o°o1’E. (Lincoln) 


Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) 


15.5.54 Midnes: 64°04’N. 22°43’W. Iceland 
7.1.59 Isle of Bernera: 57°44'N. 7°10’W. North Uist, Outer Hebrides 


Snipe (Capella gallinago) 
25.5.52 Heskestad: 58°28’N. 6°25’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
6.10.56 Stodmarsh: 51°18’N. 1°13’E. (Kent) 
30.8.51 Amager: 55°40°N. 12°38’E. Denmark 
11.1.53 Portarlington: 53°09’N. 7°11°W. (Leix) 


31.7.53 Amager, Denmark 
0.2.54 Saxmundham: 52°12’N, 1°30’E. (Suffolk) 


Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) 


21.11.55 Rijs: 52°52°N. 5°29’E. (Friesland) Holland 
21.1.56 Riddlesworth: 52°24'N. 0°54’E. (Norfolk 


Curlew (Numenius arquata) 


3.6.59 To6ysa: 62°36'N. 23°44’E. Finland 
3.11.59 North Cotes: 53°29'N. 0°03’E. (Lincoln) 


14.6.58 Eurajoki: 61°15’N. 21°44’E. Finland 

17.1.59 Long Sutton: 52°47’N. o°08’E. (Lincoln) 

16.6.52 Time: 58°43'N. 5°38’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
10.2.58 Ballinlough: 53°44’N. 8°38’W. (Roscommon) 
8.5.58 Scharh6rn: 53°58’N. 8°25’E. R. Elbe, Germany 
1.9.59 near Walton-on-the-Naze: 51°52’N. 1°17’E. (Essex 


15.5.59 Le Zoute: $1°20’N. 3°17’E. (West Flanders) Belgium 
13.12.59 Terrington Marshes: 52°48’N. 0°18’E. (Norfolk) 


Dunlin (Ca/lidris alpina) 


Pori: 61°30'N, 21°45'E. Finland 
Terrington Marshes: 52°48’N. 0°18’E. (Norfolk 


Midnes: 64°04’N. 22°43’W. Iceland 
Widemouth Bay: 50°47'N. 4°34’W. (Cornwall) 


Baugsstadir: 63°49'N. 20°58’W. Iceland 
Burton: 53°16’N. 3°02’W. (Cheshire) 


Revtangen: 58°45’N. 5°30’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
Brancaster Staithe: 52°58°N. 0°41’E. (Norfolk) 
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BRITISH BIRDS 
Stay. rg. 28.9.57 Revtangen, Norway 
851585 6.11.59 Cherry Cobb Sands: 53°41’N. o°10’°W. Humber (York) 
Stav. &- 11.10.57 Revtangen, Norway 
851260 (1.2.58) Larne: 54°50°N. 5°50’W. (Antrim) 
Stav. rg. 11.10.57 Revtangen, Norway 
851277 0.1.58 Teesmouth: 54°31’N. 1°12’W. (Durham) 
Stav. rs 6.10.58 Revtangen, Norway 
750220 16.11.58 Estuary of R. Dee: ¢, 53°20’N. 3°10’W. (Flint) 
St. Orn, ad. 14.7.53 Ottenby: 56°13’N. 16°25’E. Oland, Sweden 
10K174 18.1.59 Pagham: 50°46’N. 0°43’W. (Sussex) 
St. Orn. , 16.7.53 Ottenby, Sweden 
502028 10.2.58 Bacton: 52°51’N. 1°29’E. (Norfolk) 
.. q 9.8.51 Amager: 55°40’N. 12°38’E. Denmark 
881782 17.3.54 Scratby: 52°42’N. 1°42’E. (Norfolk) 
&. ? 19.4.53 Amager, Denmark 
885630 6.12.54 Ballykelly: 55°03’N. 7°02’W. (Londonderry) 
GC. r. 6.9.53 Amager, Denmark 
889483 ‘ 6.3.54 Newbiggin: 55°12’N. 1°30’W. (Northumberland) 
= r. 10.9.53 Amager, Denmark 
889593 + 22.12.54 Blakeney: 52°58'N. 1°o1’E, (Norfolk) 
& Hs 5.10.53 Amager, Denmark 
887804 x 27.1.54 Vale: 49°29’N. 2°31’W. Guernsey 
& f.g. 11.8.58 Amager, Denmark 
822612 + 10.1.59 Breydon Water: 52°37’N. 1°42’E. (Norfolk) 
G. ad. 22.7.9 Amager, Denmark 
822205 Vv 18.8.59 Terrington Marshes: 52°48’N. 0°18’E. (Norfolk) 

In the “Report on bird-ringing for 1958” (Brit. Birds, 52: 464), attention was 
drawn to the first recovery in Iceland of a British-ringed Dunlin; and in this 
connection it is of interest to note that in the above list two Iceland-ringed Dunlin 
are recorded for the British Isles for the first time. 


Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) 


M. pull. 18.7.58 Great Ainov Is.: 69°50’N. 31°35’E. U.S.S.R. 
D 429191 x 8.3.59 Walney Island: 54°04’N. 3°14’E. (Lancashire) 


M. pull. 18.7.58 Great Ainov Is., U.S.S.R. 

D429192 x 20.3.59 Barn Elms Reservoir: 51°29’N. o°15’W. (Surrey) 
M. pull. 9.7.58 Great Ainov Is., U.S.S.R. 

D429298 x (23.9.59) mear Great Dunmow: 51°53’N. 0°22’E. (Essex) 
M. pull, 28.6.59 Great Ainov Is., U.S.S.R. 

Cg94051 x 19.12.59 Boulmer: 55°26’N. 1°34’W. (Northumberland) 


Stav. pull. 8.6.52 Rott: 58°55’N. 5°30’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
035052 v 24.2.59 Brightlingsea: 51°49’N. 1°02’E. (Essex) 


Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) 
G. pull, 6.7.55 Kville: 58°34’N. 11°23’E. (Bohuslan) Sweden 
D45253 ? 7.9.59 Enfield Lock: 51°41'N. o°o1’W. (Middlesex) 
Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) 
M. , 14.7.8 Kandalaksha: 67°02’N. 32°35’E. U.S.S.R. 
D428056 (3.3.59) off Wick (Caithness) 
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FOREIGN-RINGED RECOVERIES 
M. ; 10.7.8 Great Ainov Is.: 69°50’N. 32°35’E. U.S.S.R. 
D429832 15.5.59 Todhills: 56°33’N. 2°56’W. (Angus) 
Stav, ' 7.8.55 Bleik: 69°17’N. 16°00’E. Vesteralen, Norway 
408078 16.3.58 Tunstall: 53°46’N. o°02’W. (York) 
Stav. , 21.7.57. Bleik, Norway 
419607 18.6.58 Newcastle.upon Tyne: 54°58’N. 1°36’W. (Northumberland) 
Stav, ‘ 19.6.57 Runde: 62°25’N. 5°38’E. (Sunnmére) Norway 
413058 16.7.58 Deerness: 58°55’N. 2°43’W. Orkney 


P, , 19.6.59 Ushant: 48°28’N. 5°os5’W. France 
DC6g912 1.12.59 Portsmouth: 50°47’N. 1°0o5’W. (Hampshire) 


Common Gull (Larus canus) 
Many Common Gulls have been recovered in the British Isles since the last report, 
the greater number in the easterly parts of England. The countries of origin 
were Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark and the Baltic coast of Germany. 
The details of two birds ringed in other localities are given in full below. 
M. pull. 11.6.56 Oriku Island: 58°27’N. 23°42’E. Estonian S.S.R. 
D268645 * 0.2.59 Dagenham: 51°33’N. o°10’E. (Essex) 


M. pull, 22.7.59 Kandalaksha: 67°02’N. 32°35’E. U.S.S.R. 
M31545 x 12.12.59 Corton: 52°31’N. 1°45’E. (Suffolk) 


Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) 
A large number of foreign-ringed Black-headed Gulls have been recovered during 
the period and many different countries of origin are represented. They are 
Finland, the Baltic Republics, Poland, Germany (Bavaria, Saxony, Mecklenburg 
and Schleswig-Holstein), Czechoslovakia, Scandinavia, Holland and Belgium. 


Kittiwake (Rissa ‘ridactyla) 


P, pull. 30.6.59 Grand Tas de Pois: 48°16’N. 4°37’W. (Finistére) France 


EG9860 V 25.8.59 St. Ives: s0°12’N. 5°29’W. (Cornwall) 
Razorbill (Alca torda) 


P. pull. 16.6.59 Cap Fréhel: 48°41'N. 2°19’W. (Cétes-du-Nord) France 
EE3143 16.10.59 ear Fareham: 50°49’N. 1°15’W. (Hampshire) 


Puffin (Fratercula arctica) 


9.7.56 Lur6éy: 66°21’N. 12°50’E. (Nordland) Norway 
6.9.59 Inchkeith: 56°03’N. 3°08’W. Firth of Forth (Fife) 


Swallow (Hirundo rustica) 


, Sames: 43°31’N. 1°10°W. (Basses Pyrénées) France 
JC6297 Lowestoft: 52°29’N. 1°46’E, (Suffolk) 


Rook (Corvus frugilegus) 
M. Shimsk: 58°11’N. 30°44’E. (Novgorod) U.S.S.R. 
D436620 t Luddington: 53°38’N. 0°44’W. (Lincoln) 
M. Shimsk, U.S.S.R. 
D436665 Sheffield: 53°23'N. 1°29’W. (York) 
M. Kesma: 58°24'N. 37°05’E. (Kalinin) U.S.S.R. 
E557452 - Stambridge: 51°36’N. 0°45’E. (Essex) 
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BRITISH BIRDS 


Wanneperveen: 52°42'N. 6°08’E. (Overijssel) Holland 
Grantham: 52°54’N. 0°38’W. (Lincoln) 





Jackdaw (Corvus monedula) 


Tollése: 55°39’N. 11°46’E. (Zealand) Denmark 
Ely: 52°24’N. 0°16’E. (Cambridge) 


Blue Tit (Parus caeruleus) 


Cap Gris Nez: 50°52’N. 1°35’E. (Pas-de-Calais) France 
Gravesend: 51°26’N. 0°22’E. (Kent) 


Redwing (Turdus musicus) 
Kvisker: 63°59’N. 16°27’W. Iceland 
Nenagh: 52°51'N. 8°12’W. (Tipperary) 
Reykjavik: 64°10'N. 22°00’W. Iceland 
Keelties: 52°11'N. 9°36’W. (Kerry) 


Blackbird (Turdus merula) 

Kristinestad: 62°17'N. 21°20’E. Finland 

near Robin Hood’s Bay: 54°26’N. 0°32’W. (York) 
Hetland: 58°57’N. 5°41’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
Golspie: 57°58’N. 3°58’W. (Sutherland) 
Sokndal: 58°20'N. 6°17’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
Cley: 52°58’N. 1°03’E. (Norfolk) 

Ytterby: 57°51’N. 11°48’E. (Bohuslan) Sweden 
Taverham: 52°41'N. 1°12’E. (Norfolk) 

Ytterby, Sweden 

Stockport: 53°24’N. 2°09’W. (Cheshire) 
Skallerud: 58°45’N. 12°25’E. (Dalsland) S veden 
Stranraer: 54°54'N. 5°02’W. (Wigtown) 
Magnarp: 56°18’N, 12°50’E. (Skane) Sweden 
Iver: §1°31'N. 0°30’W. (Buckingham) 

Bankeryd: §7°50’N. 14°07’E. (Smaland) Sweden 
Suffield: 52°50’N. 1°20’E. (Norfolk) 

Birkeréd: 55°50’N. 12°25'E. (Zealand) Denmark 
near Aberdeen: 57°10'N. 2°04’W. 

Wangeroog: 53°48’N. 7°52’E. E. Frisian Is. Germany 
Murthly Castle: 56°32’N. 3°31’W. (Perth) 
Heligoland: 54°11'N. 7°55’E. Germany 

Shotley: 51°58’N. 1°16’E. (Suffolk) 

Havelte: 52°46’N. 6°15’E. (Drenthe) Holland 
Cahir: 52°23'N. 7°55'W. (Tipperary) 


Schoten: 51°15’N. 4°30’E. (Antwerp) Belgium 
Woldingham: 51°17’N. 0°o2’W. (Surrey) 
Woldingham 

Woldingham 


Wheatear (Ocenanthe oenanthe) 


Ikerasak: 70°30'N,. 51°30'W. Greenland 
Lundy: 51°12’N. 4°40’W. (Devon) 
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Redstart (Phoenicurus phoenicurus) 


c. ‘ 6.5.59 Saltholm: 55°38’N. 12°46’E. Denmark 
922715 y 3.9.59 Dungeness: 50°55’N. 0°59’E. (Kent) 


Robin (Erithacus rubecula) 


M. fg. 2.10.59 Ventes Ragas: 55°21'N. 21°13’E, Lithuanian S.S.R. 
Y86851 f 13.12.59 Hythe: 51°04'N. 1°06’E. (Kent) 


Hki. ad. 19.9.59 Signilskdr: 60°12’N. 19°22’E. Aland Is., Finland 
K51202 11.10.59 Dartmouth: 50°21'N. 3°35’W. (Devon) 


Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus) 


ze. rg. 8.10.59 Nasby: 65°51’N. 23°08’E. Kalix, Sweden 
YM3496 x 19.11.59 Kirkcaldy: 56°06’N. 3°09’W. (Fife) 


This is the first foreign-ringed Waxwing to be recovered in the British Isles. 


Starling (S/urnus vulgaris) 


M. . 20.5.57 Darwin Reserve: 58°30’N. 37°30’E. (Rybinsk) U.S.S.R. 
F331762 + 7.1.59 Wharram: 54°05’N. 0°40’W. (York) 


M. 3.6.58 Darwin Reserve, U.S.S.R. 
P23786 j 6.11.59 Churcaston: 52°42’N. 1°09’W. (Leicester) 


M. 0.5.56 Minsk: 53°54'N. 27°34’E. U.S.S.R. : 
F345178 31.1.57 Great Witchingham: 52°44’N. 1°08’E. (Norfolk) 


M. 2.6.58 Ristikiila: 58°11’N. 24°47’E. Estonian S.S.R. 
F514136 12.1.9 Potter Heigham: 52°43’N. 1°36’E. (Norfolk) 


M. 27.5.59 Abia: 58°02’N, 24°51’E. Estonian S.S.R. 
F613365 cat) 14.11.59 Sarn: 52°31'N. 3°11'W. (Montgomery) 


M. 5.6.58 Kaunas: 54°54'N. 23°54’E. Lithuanian S.S.R. 
P18260 1.1.59 Stakeford: 55°1o’N. 1°35’W. (Northumberland) 


Hei. 30.5.§8  Pori: 61°30’N. 21°45’E. Finland 
A80926 15.2.59 Sileby: 52°44’N. 1°06’W. (Leicester) 


Stav, 12.5§.5§7 Madla: 58°57’N. 5°40’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
755233 24.2.58 Dunfermline: 56°05’N. 3°28’W. (Fife) 


Stav. 31.5§.57 Time: 58°43’N. 5°38’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
759735 25.1.58 Lowthorpe: 54°03’N. 0°20’°W. (York) 


Stav. 24.5.§7 Time, Norway 
715695 23.3.58 Penrith: 54°40’N. 2°45’W. (Cumberland) 


Stav. 30.§.§7 Bjerkreim: 58°37’N. 6°00’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
741671 16.1.58 Keith: 57°34'N. 2°56’W. (Banff) 


Stav. 25.§.57 Birkeland: 58°21’N. 6°09’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
742583 x 0.2.58 Ramsey: 54°20'N. 4°27’W. Isle of Man 


G. 29.5.7 Wallda: 57°27’N. 12°01’E. (Halland) Sweden 
Bs59392 26.2.58 Letterkenny: 54°57’N. 7°45’W. (Donegal) 


G. 21.5.§7 Lye: 57°21'N. 18°30’E. Gotland, Sweden 
Bs 2903 8.2.59 Peterborough: 52°34’N. 0°14’W. (Northampton) 


G. 28.6.59 Norberg: 60°04’N. 15°56’E. (Vastmanland) Sweden 
Bs 2662 10.11.59 Grimsby: 53°35’N. 0°04’W. (Lincoln) 


G. 9.6.58 Or: §8°39’N. 12°21’E. (Dalsland) Sweden 
Bs 5162 f 27.12.59 Southport: 53°39’N. 3°o1’W. (Lancashire) 
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BRITISH BIRDS 


Cu pull. 30.5.58  Tarm: 55°54’N. 8°32’E. (Jutland) Denmark 

702473 xA 26.6.59 Easington: 53°39’N. 0°07’E, (York) 

H. pull. 21.5.54 Nordhorn: 52°27’N. 7°05’E. (Niedersachsen) Germany 
7225200 x 22.1.9 Liverpool: 53°25’N. 2°58’W. (Lancashire) 

H. pull, 24.5.58 Griinenplan: 51°58’N. 9°47’E. (Hanover) Germany 
7311162 x 25.1.59 Hoath: 51°20’N. 1°10’E. (Kent) 

H. pull. 19.5.59 Nienburg: 52°38’N. 9°13’E. (Hanover) Germany 
7256981 x 30.12.59 Rochford: 51°36’N. 0°43’E. (Essex) 


Many other Starlings ringed out of the breeding-season were recovered as usual 
in most parts of Britain in autumn and winter. They had nearly all been trapped 
originally in Holland, Scandinavia and Germany. 


Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) 


Port. f.g. 22.11.59 Mindelo: 41°19’N. 8°41’W. Portugal 

2578C x (cat) 11.5.60 Oxted: 51°16’N. 0°o1’W. (Surrey) 

San S. ad. 1.5.58 Fuenterrabia: 43°21’N. 1°48’W. (Guiptzcoa) Spain 
A10877 x 1.6.60 Chapeltown: 53°28’N. 1°27’'W. (York) 


These two records of Goldfinches ringed in the north of the Iberian Peninsula 
are advanced from 1960 in order that they may be seen in relation to the British- 
ringed birds of the same species in the earlier part of this “Report on bird-ringing 
for 1959” (page 500). A1o877 is described as having been “fon migration” when 
first ringed in May 1958. 





Linnet (Carduelis cannabina) 


Bi pull, 5.6.57 Den Helder: 52°58’N. 4°45’E. Holland 
H80033 x 14.2.9 Romford: 51°35’N. 0°11’E. (Essex) 


Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs) 


Stav. pull, 15.6.54 Trondheim: 63°26’N. 10°24’E. Norway 


930958 V 26.10.54 Loosduinen: 52°04’N. 4°15’E. Holland 
x 10.2.8 Clowne: §3°17’N. 1°16’°W. (Derby) 
Stav. pull. 17.6.59  Trysil: 61°30°N. 12°30’E. (Hedmark) Norway 
971830 QO 11.12.59 St. Ives: so°12’N. 5°29’W. (Cornwall) 
Vv 0.2.60 St. Ives 
Stav. 3 12.10.56 Sokndal: 58°20’N. 6°17’E. (Rogaland) Norway 
847857 x 18.1.9 Charlton: 51°00’N. 2°08’W. (Wiltshire) 
Ra istW. 3 10.10.58 Wassenaar: 52°08’N. 4°20’E. Holland 
H908 46 () 7.12.59 Campbeltown: 55°26’N. 5°36’W. (Argyll) 
v 22.12.59 Campbeltown 
L.. istW. 3 23.11.53 Leerdam: 51°54’N. 5°06’E. Holland 
H20476 x (29.2.56) Chalford: 51°44’N. 2°09’W. (Gloucester) 
ie 3 8.11.53 Baarle-Nassau: 51°27’N. 4°57'E. Holland 
F67696 x (23.2.56) Llantwit Major: 51°24'N. 3°29’W. (Glamorgan) 
Ras ; 10.10.55 Baarle-Nassau, Holland 
H58o072 x 25.2.6 Dalkey: 53°16'N. 6°06’W. (Dublin) 
hm f.g. 21.1.55  Hlalsteren: 51°32’N. 4°16’E. Holland 
H30353 x 26.2.56 Waterford: 52°15’N. 7°07’W. 
z.. } 18.10.58 Breda: 51°35’N. 4°47’E. Holland 
Ajs7700 Vv 8.11.59  Littlebourne: 51°16’N. 1°11’E. (Kent) 
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Bird observatories in Great Britain and Ireland 


ety nat w+ J and is designed to give (i) the name of the warden or director 

where there is one; (ii) the address from which particulars may be obtained; and (iii) an indication 

of accommodation and travel routes (charges are, of course, liable to alteration). Stamped 
reply envelopes should be enclosed with applications for particulars. 

BARDSEY BIRD AND FIELD OBSERVATORY, Caernarvonshire, N. Wales. Warden: 
R. W. Arthur. Write to: G, C. Lambourne, The Cottage Farm, , Redditch, Worcester- 
shire. Accommodation: 4/- to 5 night; iS ig meal available at busy periods at 4/6. 
Station: Pwllheli. mop hobs Pat ote 11/- retu 

CLEY BIRD OBSERVATORY, Holt, Norfolk. Warden: R. A. Richardson, Hill Top, Gey, 
— Norfolk, from whom particulars may be obtained. Accommodation: cottage or in 

Cley village. Station: Holt (4 miles). 

COPELAND BIRD OBSERVATORY, N. Ireland. Hon. Director: J. G. Gray. Write to: 

. Wilde, 23 Kingsland Park, Knock, Belfast. Accommodation: 2/- per night. Bus and boat 
Belfast: to/- return. 

DUNGENESS BIRD OBSERVATORY, oe ees Marsh, Kent. Warden: R. E. Scott. Write 

a is ALR. a 6 Canute Road, Hastings, Sussex. Accommodation: 5/-pernight. Station: 
-on-Sea 

FAIR ISLE BIRD OBSERVATORY, Shetland. Warden: Peter Davis, who will supply a 
prospectus and arrange bookings. Accommodation and board: 15/- to £1 cole night. Ssation: 
ree then by steamer to Lerwick or by B.E.A. aeroplane to Sum Island boat: 

1 Is return, 

GIBRALTAR POINT FIELD RESEARCH STATION AND BIRD OBSERVATORY, near 

Skegness, Lincs. Bookings: A. i, Smith, Pyewi ‘sce hby, Alford, Lincs. Research: 
. Cornwallis, Bleasby Grange, Legsby, Market cs. Accommodation: 6/- per 
night. Station: Ske 

ge OF MAY BI OBSERVATORY AND FIELD STATION, Fife. General corres- 

pondence: Dr. ie Eggeling, Nature Conservancy, 12 Hope Terrace, Edinburgh 9. Bookings: 
A. Macdonald, Hadley Court, Sidegate, Haddington, East Lothian. Ascommodation: $/- pet 
night. Station: Pittenweem. Boat: 15/- return. 

JER EY BIRD OBSERVATORY, St. Ouen’s Nature Reserve, Jersey, C.l. Write to: A. le 
Sueur, 6 York Street Chambers, St Helier, Jersey, C.1. Accommodation and board: £7 78. pet 
week "(seaside café, “Pro Tem”). Travel: by a from Weymouth or Southampton 
(£5 5s. 6d., 2nd class return) or by B.E.A. a 

LUNDY FIELD STATION AND OBSERV. YATORY, via Bideford, Devon. Warden: W. B. 
Workman. Write to: J. Dyke, 8 Rock Avenue, Barnstaple, Devon. Accommodation: 5/- per 
night. Ssation: — Rooms cgeb . Lundy Gannet): £2 5s. return; or Campbell Line steamer 
from Ilfracombe: &i2% 

PORTLAND BIRD BSERVATORY, Portland Bill, Dorset. Bookings: A, J. Bull, The Gallop, 
Bryanston, egg Records: a Bods S. Ash, Game Research Station, Fordingbridge, Hants. 
Accommodation: $|- . Weymouth. 

GREAT SALTER BIRD BSERVATORY. Co. Wexford, Ireland. Write to: yom R. F. 
Ruttledge, Mount Armstrong, Donadea, Co. Kildare, Ireland. Accommodation: 2/6 night. 
og Bridgetown (boat from Fishguard to Rosslare; train from Rosslare to Bri own). 

¢: {1 return 

SKOKHOLM BIRD OBSERVATORY, Dale, Haverfordwest, Pembs. Warden: K. D. Smith. 
Write to: The Warden, Dale Fort Field Centre, Haverfordwest, Pembs, Accommodation and 
board: £6 16s. 6d. week. Station: Haverfordwest. Car and boat: £1 return. 

SPURN BIRD OBSERVATORY, Kilnsea, Yorks. Warden: P.]. Mountford. Write to: G. H. 
Ainsworth, 144 Gillshill Road, Hull. Accommodation: 4/- pet night (3/- to Y.N.U. Members). 
Stations: Hull (bus to Kilnsea) or Patrington (taxi or bus). 

THE NEW GROUNDS, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire gg agegd | the Wildfowl — 
Hon. Director: Peter Scott. Assistant Director (Research): Dr. G. V. T. Matthews. Write to 
Bookings ge Le address above. 

In addition to the above observatories, two representatives from each of which form the Bird 

Observatories Committee, there are several which have not es lied for tormal recognition. 

These include: Bradwell ell (Essen), § St. Kono, ~~ of 2 of Rea, Caps 

Island (Co.’ Donegal), Sand Bay (Kent 

Enquiries concerning angen stations may lie wag whe the 

Committee, c/o British Museum (Natural History), London, S.W.7. Monks’ House 

Observatory (Northumberland) unfortunately has now been closed down. 
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Bird observatories in Great Britain and Ireland 


This list is arranged alphabetically and is designed to give (i) the name of the warden or director 
where there is one; (ii) the address from which particulars may be obtained; and (iii) an indication 
of accommodation charges and travel routes (charges are, of course, liable to alteration). Stamped 
reply envelopes should be enclosed with applications for particulars. 

BARDSEY BIRD AND FIELD OBSERVATORY, Caernarvonshire, N. Wales. Warden: 
R. W. Arthur. Write to: G. C. Lambourne, The Cottage Farm, Ipsley, Redditch, Worcester- 
shire. Accommodation: 4/- to 5/- per night; evening meal available at busy periods at 4/6. 
Station: Pwllheli. Boat from Fak mde 11/- return. 

CLEY BIRD OBSERVATORY, Holt, Norfolk. Warden: R. A. Richardson, Hill Top, Cley, 
Holt, Norfolk, from whom particulars may be obtained. Accommodation: cottage or hotel in 
Cley ‘village. "Station: Holt (4 miles). 

COPELAND BIRD OBSERVATORY, N. Ireland. Hon. Director: J. G. Gray. Write to: 
J. Wilde, 23 Kingsland Park, Knock, Belfast. Accommodation: 2/- per night. Bus and boat 
from Belfast: 10/- return. 

DUNGENESS BIRD OBSERVATORY, Romney Marsh, Kent. Warden: R. E. Scott. Write 
to: H, A, R. Cawkell, 6 Canute Road, Hastings, Sussex. Accommodation: 5/-per night. Station: 
Lydd-on-Sea. 

FAIR ISLE BIRD OBSERVATORY, Shetland. Warden: Peter Davis, who will supply a 
prospectus and arrange bookings. Accommodation and board: 15/- to £1 per night. S/ation: 
Aberdeen; then by steamer to Lerwick or by B.E.A. aeroplane to Sumburgh. Island boat: 

,1 1s. 6d, return. 

GIBRALTAR POINT FIELD RESEARCH STATION AND BIRD OBSERVATORY, near 
Skegness, Lincs. Bookings: A. E. Smith, Pyewipes, Willoughby, Alford, Lincs. Research: 
R. K. Cornwallis, Bleasby Grange, Legsby, Market Rasen, Lincs. Accommodation: 6/- per 
night. Ssation: Skegness. 

ISLE OF MAY BIRD OBSERVATORY AND FIELD STATION, Fife. General corres- 
pondence: Dr. W. J. Eggeling, Nature Conservancy, 12 Hope Terrace, Edinburgh 9. Bookings: 
A. Macdonald, Hadley Court, Sidegate, Haddington, East Lothian. Accommodation: $/- per 
night. Ssation: Pittenweem. Boas: 15/- return. 

JERSEY BIRD OBSERVATORY, St. Quen’s Nature Reserve, Jersey, C.I. Write to: A. le 
Sueur, 6 York Street Chambers, St. Helier, Jersey, C.1. Accommodation and board: £7 7s. per 
week (seaside café, “Pro Tem”). Travel: by steamer from Weymouth or Southampton 
(£5 5s. 6d., 2nd class return) or by B.E.A. aeroplane. 

LUNDY FIELD STATION AND OBSERV ATORY, via Bideford, Devon. Warden: W. B. 
Workman. Write to: J. Dyke, 8 Rock Avenue, Barnstaple, Devon. Accommodation: 5|- per 
night. Station: Bideford. ‘Boat (M.V. Lundy Gannet): £2 5s. return; or Campbell Line steamer 
from Ilfracombe: £1 §s. return. 

PORTLAND BIRD OBSERVATORY, Portland Bill, Dorset. Bookings: A. J. Bull, The Gallop, 
Bryanston, Dorset. Records: Dr. J. S. Ash, Game Research Station, Fordingbridge, Hants. 
Accommodation: 5/- per night. fate W eymouth, 

GREAT SALTEE BIRD OBSERVATORY, Co. Wexford, Ireland. Write to: Major R. F. 
Ruttledge, Mount Armstrong, Donadea, Co. Kildare, Ireland. Accommodation: 2/6 per night. 
Station : Bridgetown (boat from Fishguard to Rosslare; train from Rosslare to Bridgetown). 
Boat: {1 return. 

SKOKHOLM BIRD OBSERVATORY, Dale, Haverfordwest, Pembs. Warden: K. D. Smith. 
Write to: The Warden, Dale Fort Field Centre, Haverfordw est, Pembs. Accommodation and 
board: £6 16s. 6d. per week. Station: Haverfordwest. Car and boat: £1 return. 

SPURN BIRD OBSERVATORY, Kilnsea, Yorks. Warden: P. J. Mountford. Write to: G. H. 
Ainsworth, 144 Gillshill Road, Hull. Accommodation: 4/- per night (3/- to Y.N.U. Members). 
Stations: Hull (bus to Kilnsea) or Patrington (taxi or bus). 

THE NEW GROUNDS, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire (Headquarters of the Wildfowl Trust). 
Hon. Director: Peter Scott. Assistant Director (Research): Dr. G. V.'T. Matthews. Write to: 
Bookings Secretary, at address above. 

In addition to the above observatories, two representatives from each of which form the Bird 

Observatories Committee, there are several which have not yet applied for formal recognition. 

These include: Bradwell (Essex), St. Agnes (Isles of Scilly), Cape Clear Island (Co. Cork), Tory 

Island (Co.’ Donegal), Sandwich Bay (Kent), the Calf of Man (I.0.M.) and Walberswick (Suffolk). 

Enquiries concerning these stations may be made through the Ringing Officer, Bird-Ringing 

Committee, c/o British Museum (Natural History), London, S.W.7. Monks’ House Bird 

Observatory (Northumberland) unfortunately has now been closed down 





A brief history of bird-ringing in 
Great Britain and Ireland 


Although from 1890 there had been several enterprises of limited 
scope, bird-ringing on a large scale in this country began in 1909 
with the independent launching of two schemes—one by H. F. 
Witherby in connection with British Birds (rings marked “Witherby 
High Holborn London”’), and the other by A. Landsborough Thomson 
in Scotland (rings marked “Aberdeen University”). Of these, the 
first-mentioned developed into the national scheme of today; the other 
came to an end during the First World War, its promoter afterwards 
becoming associated with Witherby’s scheme. 


In 1937 Witherby transferred the control of his scheme to the 
British Trust for Ornithology, which appointed a Bird-Ringing 
Committee to manage it: Miss E. P. Leach, who had latterly assisted 
Witherby, carried on the work as Honorary Secretary of this Com- 
mittee. At the same time, the headquarters were moved to the 
British Museum (Natural History) where the Trustees had agreed to 
provide accommodation and also to allow the use of the Museum 
address on rings. British Birds continued to support the scheme 
and to be the chief medium of publication. The Leverhulme Trust 
made a non-recurrent grant for special projects. 


For a long time the scheme was mainly self-supporting, all the 
ringers paying—as they normally still do—for the rings they used. 
Its rapid growth after the Second World War, however, eventually 
made it impossible to maintain the ever-increasing load of headquarters 
work on a voluntary basis, although some help towards expenses 
was afforded from the general funds of the Trust. Fortunately, 
the Nature Conservancy agreed to give financial support, at first on 
a small scale but from 1954 in an annual amount to cover the salaries 
of a whole-time Ringing Officer (Robert Spencer) and other staff. 


This substantial support and the continuing active co-operation 
of so many ringers are evidence of the importance attached to the 
scientific results. A report on progress, with a selected list of 
recovery records, is published each year in British Birds, an extra number 
of the journal now being entirely devoted to this and related purposes. 
Analyses of particular sections of the accumulated data are also 
published from time to time. 
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